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FOREWORD 


It has been our desire to publish a numismatic reference on Liberty Seated Half Dollars for many 
years. Between us, we have been diligently studying these mid-sized beauties for at least 32 years and 
have cataloged many, many varieties and corresponded with other numismatists with similar interests. 
This book is not the final effort on these halves. Beistle did an excellent job in 1929 of cataloging the 
varieties as they were known to him. This book is not meant to compete with Beistle but merely 
provide a handy reference of what we consider to be the major varieties of the series. Some questions 
are sure to arise as to why we included these varieties and not others. We chose these varieties because 
we thought they were the most important, the most easily identifiable, and the most popular of the 
varieties known to us at the time of publication. Other varieties are not included either because we didn’t 
know about them or didn’t think they were important enough to include in this reference. 

We have future plans for complete references on die marriages. Note, we say references because 
there are so many varieties that a single manageable book could not possibly contain them all. For 
example, we have found that the half dollar coinage at the New Orleans Branch Mint alone from 1840- 
1849 was generated from over 175 different die marriages. This is more than the number of varieties in 
the excellent reference Early United States Dimes, 1796-1837 by David Davis et al. Our challenge has 
been to find examples of all varieties coined from the number of dies available for use. We believe we 
are 85% there. 

We have included a great deal of information not otherwise available in the hope of satisfying 
your numismatic quest for knowledge. We welcome all correspondence on Liberty Seated Half Dollars 
and are especially interested in hearing of unusual varieties. 

April 1993 


Randy Wiley 
P.O. Box 442 
Clifton, VA 22024 


Bill Bugert 

7715 Modisto Lane 

Springfield, VA 22153 



CONVENTIONS USED IN THIS BOOK 


It is important for the reader to understand some key conventional terminology used by the 

authors throughout this reference. 

1. Liberty and LIBERTY. Liberty, in lower case refers to the figure of Miss Liberty on the obverse; 
LIBERTY, in upper case, refers to the letters LIBERTY found on the scroll of the shield of the obverse 
design. 

2. Viewing a coin. From our experience, this is often not specified and can therefore cause 
misunderstandings. The terms right and left are used when examining a coin and referencing 
features from the viewpoint of the observer’s right and left respectively. For example, when referring 
to the eagle’s left claw, the claw being referred to is that on the viewer’s left, NOT the eagle’s left 
claw (which would be on the viewer’s right). The same applies to Liberty. 

3. Obverse/reverse and head/tail. The terms obverse and reverse are used when referring to the specific 
side of a coin using the normal convention (i.e. obverse = side with Liberty and reverse = side with 
the eagle). The terms head and tail are used when referring to a specific die used to coin the obverse 
and reverse respectively. These terms were used when the Liberty Seated Half Dollars were minted 
(and routinely mentioned in Archives records) and are used here for accuracy and out of nostalgia. 

4. Star numbering. We refer to stars by numbers counting clockwise from the first star at the lower left 
obverse through the thirteenth star at the lower right obverse. 

5. Descriptions of recut (repunched) dates and mintmarks. We prefer to describe recut (repunched) 
dates and mintmarks with compass directions. The most prominent punch is referenced from the 
direction of the first (always the faintest). For example, the well known 1844-0 Doubled Date (WB- 
103) has the first punch in the rock above the date. This date is consequently called repunched 
south because the prominent date is directly below the first, weaker date. Take note: This is not the 
same convention used by a some other published numismatists, but we feel that it is the most 
accurate description technique. 

6. Measuring units. The units of measurement we chose is the U.S. equivalent of the metric system. 
Consequently when measuring and reporting date height, mintmark size, and the diameters of coins 
we use inches rather than millimeters. This use is consistent with the measuring units at the time 
Liberty Seated Half Dollars were minted and appropriate since we have found multiple examples of 
the measurement units in inches in the U.S. Mint correspondence [18]. For those of you desiring to 
use the metric system, a handy conversion is 1 inch = 25.40 millimeters or conversely, 1 millimeter = 
.03937 inches. 

7. Use of references. Where appropriate, we have included in brackets [ ] a cross reference number to 
Appendix C to aid the reader with information to support additional research. Also, as we realize 
many half dollar collectors attribute by Breen [9], we have included, were possible, the Breen 
identification number at the end of each variety described herein. 
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Chapter 1 


History of the Liberty Seated 

Design Type 
• 

Major Design Subtypes 


HISTORY OF THE LIBERTY SEATED DESIGN TYPE 


The Liberty Seated design was the only silver design seen by many Americans in the last century. This was the 
design of all major silver coinage (half dimes, dimes, twenty cents, quarters, half dollars, and dollars) during most of the 
19th century. It is one of the longest minted, most widely used, and beautiful (in the authors’ prejudiced opinions) designs 
of American coinage. Excluding patterns, half dollars of this design were minted from 1839-1891. 

The idea of a change from the Bust type coinage was conceived by Mint Director R. M. Patterson in 1835 when he 
wanted to model the obverse after the English copper coinage. Mint Engraver, William Kneass sketched Patterson’s con¬ 
cept, but suffered a crippling stroke prior to its implementation. Philadelphia artists Thomas Sully and Titian Peale 
improved the sketches of Kneass’ design, but it was the new Mint employee Christian Gobrecht who, in October 1835, sub¬ 
mitted a copper-plate impression of the design to Secretary of Treasury Levi Woodbury for approval. Gobrecht’s basic 
design portrayed the Goddess Liberty looking vigilantly back over her right shoulder while seated upon a rock. She was 
wearing a Greek chiton (loose flowing gown) which was clasped at her shoulder, and her neck and arms were exposed. Her 
right hand supported the Shield of the United States which was wrapped in a scroll inscribed LIBERTY and had its point 
resting upon the ground, and her left hand held a pole surmounted by a pileus (a liberty cap emblematic of distinction). 
Thirteen stars, representing the thirteen original states, were spaced around the design except for the area below the rock 
which was reserved for the date. This would be subsequently added to all working dies produced from the basic design. As 
with all early silver coinage, the outer border would be marked with equally spaced line segments called denticles. 
Woodbury approved the design, and Christian Gobrecht, who became the Chief Engraver of the U.S. Mint from late 1840 
until his death in 1844, is credited with the Liberty Seated design. 

Dollars were coined in the following year (1836) using obverse dies of the new Liberty Seated design paired with 
the reverse dies of an equally new Flying Eagle design credited to Titian Peale and Christian Gobrecht. However, half dol¬ 
lars of the Liberty Seated design type were not introduced until 1839, and for some undocumented reason, the flying eagle 
reverse introduced on 1836 dollars was never used for half dollars. Rather, a reverse design depicting an eagle introduced in 
1807 by John Reich for the Capped Bust coinage was redrawn by Gobrecht for the Liberty Seated half dollar. 

The basic Redrawn Reich Eagle (RRE) design portrays an eagle with wings displayed inverted bearing the shield of 
the United States upon its breast. The eagle is clutching an olive branch (symbolizing peace) in its right claw and three 
arrows (symbolizing preparedness for war) in its left claw. The field surrounding the eagle contains the legend UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA above the eagle and the denomination HALF DOL. below the eagle. Like the obverse, the 
reverse rim has denticles spaced around its border. 


MAJOR DESIGN SUBTYPES 


Since the beginning of time, human beings have been collectors. Over the years, nearly every material object 
imaginable has been collected; not the least of which is coins. Coin collections are characterized by the “type” of coins they 
contain. In this regard, “type” may be defined as “the general form, style, or character distinguishing a particular kind, class, 
or group” and “subtype" is defined as “a more special type included in a general type”. 

A collection of coins from different countries of the world may contain only a single coin from the United States of 
America. In this case, the distinguishing characteristic is nationality type. A more specialized collection may contain metal 
types (gold, silver, copper, etc.) for each nationality or denomination types (dollar, half dollar, quarter, dime, etc.) for each 
metal. It may even contain major design types for various denominations (i.e. half dollars of the Capped Bust, Liberty Seated, 
Liberty Head, etc. design types). 

This book deals exclusively with U.S. Half Dollars of the Liberty Seated design type previously described. This 
design, like all designs on U.S. coinage, was prompted by aesthetic preferences and political pressures generated by people in 
positions of power at the time. It is remarkable that the basic Liberty Seated obverse design remained married to the basic 
RRE reverse design for 53 years (1839-1891), and it comes as no great surprise that some significant modifications were 
made to the basic design over that span. 

In our opinion, U.S. half dollars of the Liberty Seated design type can be further broken down into 8 major design 
sub-types. All of these subtypes incorporate the basic Liberty Seated obverse design married to the Redrawn Reich Eagle 
reverse design, but each subtype has some unique design characteristic to one or both dies which sets it apart from all other 
subtypes. 
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The 8 subtypes of Liberty Seated Half Dollars are described as follows: 


SUBTYPE Is 1839 only 



OBVERSE 


No-Drapery/No- Arrows 



REVERSE 

No-Motto/Small letters/No Rays 


SUBTYPE I. This coinage was a product of the basic Liberty Seated obverse design and the RRE reverse design described 
in great detail in the previous section. It is important to understand that these descriptions depict the final product in the 
coinage process (i.e. the actual half dollar coins) and that the process of generating coins which replicate an artist’s model is 
not a simple one. 

According to Taxay [26], a wax or clay model of the central design was sculptured in relief (positive image) from 
which a plaster casting (negative image) was made which, in its turn, served as a model for a metal casting (positive image). 
Most likely, the Liberty Seated casting was made of fine iron. Then using a piece of machinery purchased in 1836 called a 
reducing pantograph or portrait lathe, a smaller replica of the metal model was carved into a steel cylinder (the hub blank). 
This rough carving received considerable hand finishing to bring out the fine details of the central device, and most likely, 
the word LIBERTY was hand punched into the obverse shield. Likewise, all of the horizontal and vertical lines within the 
shields on both the obverse and reverse were hand punched into the hubs at this stage or during subsequent master die 
preparation. Once finished, this reduced positive image of the central device model became known as the master hub. The 
master hub was used to sink (using a screw press) a preliminary master die (negative image of the central device) to which a 
border (denticles) and stars (or legend and denomination in the case of the reverse die) were added by individual hand 
punches. This die was polished to clean up evidence of all the handwork and became known as the master die (negative 
image of actual coin except without a date). The master die was used to raise (also using a screw press) a series of one or 
more working hubs (positive images) as needed. Each working hub was used to sink (via screw press) many working dies (neg¬ 
ative images). Each working head die received a date, and working tail dies prepared for branch mints received mint marks 
via hand punches. Most working dies were also worked over by hand to reinforce weak features in the dies such as shield 
lines, stars, foot support, drapery, etc. before receiving a final polishing and being put to use. Working die pairs (head and 
tail) were then mounted in a steam driven coining press where they typically stamped out 100,000 - 200,000 coins (positive 
images) in their lifetime. 


SUBTYPE II: 1839-1842 



OBVERSE 


With-Drapery/No-Arrows 



REVERSE 

No-Motto/Small letters/No Rays 


SUBTYPE II. After its introduction in 1836, the Liberty Seated Dollar was confronted with considerable public uproar 
concerning certain “indecent” aspects of Ms. Liberty’s gown. In response to this outcry, a new model of the Liberty Seated 
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central device was constructed by Robert Ball Hughes which among other things, added several folds of drapery to Liberty’s 
gown in the area of her elbow. This new model was used to prepare new master hubs for dollars, quarters, dimes, and half- 
dimes which were introduced in 1840. Gobrecht’s original Liberty Seated design escaped extinction when Gobrecht under¬ 
took a modification to the half dollar master die in 1839 to add a drapery to the design. We believe that Gobrecht punched 
the drapery feature directly into the existing half dollar master die. Then using a screw press, the master die was used to 
raise a new preliminary master hub (positive image). Once raised, Gobrecht carved away part of the hub to bring it back 
into balance. In particular, the rock was slightly reduced below Liberty’s foot and considerably reduced in the area of the 
first star. The separation between the rock and first star is much greater on subtype II coins than on subtype I. This new 
hub was hand finished and became a new master hub which was used to sink (via screw press) a new master die for Liberty 
Seated Half Dollars. We believe the process described above is correct because the number of denticles (146) in the border 
remained unchanged and the relationship of the 13 star points to the denticles remained unchanged. However, the border 
is more heavily impressed on subtype II coins as are the stars indicating that they were reworked into the new master die. 
Stars 3 and 5 in particular have extra points on subtype II coins which show on early die states. This second master die for 
the Liberty Seated design would endure for the remainder of the series (until 1891). 


SUBTYPE III: 1840 (O) Only 



OBVERSE 
Drapery/N o- Arrows 



REVERSE 

Original Reich Eagle/No-Motto 
Medium Letters/No Rays 


SUBTYPE III. This subtype occurred as a result of circumstance rather than any structured change to the design of the 
Liberty Seated coinage. Head dies of the Capped Bust half dollar design were sent to the New Orleans Branch Mint in 

1839 along with companion tail dies of the Reich Eagle design. These tail dies had no mintmark as it was the practice in 
1838 and 1839 to apply the mintmark (O) to the head dies sent to New Orleans. One such tail die with no mintmark was 
not used in 1839 and was reserved for use in 1840 when other used dies were canceled [18]. Subsequent use of this die in 

1840 at the New Orleans Branch Mint gave birth to this unique subtype which until recently was considered a pattern or 
regular issue of the Philadelphia Mint. 

Two die marriages are known for the 1840 (O) half dollar with Original Reich Eagle reverse. In 1986, the authors 
diagnostically die linked the two 1840 obverses in these die pairings to identical 1840 obverses paired with reverses having 
the (O) mintmark. It should also be noted that all of the half dollars minted in New Orleans in 1840 had smaller diameters 
than corresponding Philadelphia half dollars. 


SUBTYPE IV: 1842-1852 / 1856-1866 



OBVERSE 

Drapery/No- Arrows 


REVERSE 

No-Motto/Large Letters/No Rays 
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SUBTYPE IV. Breen [9] says no reason has been found for the change to large letters in 1842. We believe that the 
change from small letters to large letters was made to improve the metal flow during the striking process. This reduced die 
breakage and improved the sharpness of strike of the coinage. 

We do not know if a new master hub was prepared using the portrait lathe or if the existing master hub was 
reworked (since the master hub contains only the central device) as the Redrawn Reich Eagle on both small letters reverse 
and large letters reverse are very similar in basic design. However, it is clear that a new preliminary master die was sunk 
from a master hub and that a new border (denticles) and large letters legend were hand punched into the die. We have 
recently discovered that one of the denticles over the center of R in AMERICA is flawed in that a chip is missing from the 
lower left side of the denticle. This diagnostic flaw can be used to identify all working hubs (and subsequent working dies 
and coins) produced from this master die. We also discovered that the large letters master die has 9 horizontal stripes in the 
shield as compared to 8 horizontal stripes for the small letters master die. We believe that this master die was used in con¬ 
junction with several different working hubs until 1866 when a new master die was prepared with motto “IN GOD WE 
TRUST” added to the existing design. 

The Subtype IV design changed slightly in 1858 when a new working hub from the same master die was intro¬ 
duced. In theory, there was no change intended, but in practice, each hub from the same master die will take on some very 
slight individual characteristics during the finishing process much the same as working dies from the same hub are individual¬ 
ly unique. In this instance, it appears that the letter L in HALF was altered to lengthen the base of the letter from .007” to 
.008” to correspond to the size of the L in DOL. After this and other minor adjustments were complete, the outer face of 
the master die was ground down and polished to remove signs of rework prior to raising the new hub. Consequently, the let¬ 
ters in the legend and denomination appear much more delicate and separated on the new hub variety 2 than they do on 
the old hub variety 1 which had letters which were very boldly raised, thus creating a congested appearance. As we said ear¬ 
lier, the key identification point regarding the reworked letters concerns the letter L in HALF. On hub variety 1, the base 
of the letter L in HALF is shorter and is distinctly separated from the letter F. On hub variety 2, the base of the L is longer 
and almost touches the base of F. Therefore, the ratio of the top right serif to the right base on the letter L is noticeably 
greater on hub variety 1 than on hub variety 2. Additionally, the variety 2 hub has an identification flaw which is obvious 
on high grade coins and discemable on grades as low as VG. There is a raised lump in the feathers along the left edge of the 
eagle’s left leg just below the junction of the leg with the left wing. The lump produced a hole in all working dies which in 
turn duplicated this lump on all hub variety 2 coins produced. 

This hub variety change is not considered by the authors to be significant enough to warrant a separate Subtype 
designation although separate “WB” numbers are assigned to these hub varieties in years where both hub varieties exist 
together. 


SUBTYPE V: 1853 only 



OBVERSE 

Drapery/Arrows 



REVERSE 

No-Motto/Large Letters/Rays 


SUBTYPE V. In 1853, both obverse and reverse designs for Liberty Seated Half Dollars were modified to signify a reduc¬ 
tion (from 206.25 + 1.5 grains to 192 +1.5 grains) in the official weight of the denomination. Arrowheads were added to 
either side of the date, and rays were added to the reverse. We believe that the Mint Director ordered that the new ele¬ 
ments be added to master dies vice individual working dies to avoid the potential use of an unmarked die. We believe that 
“temporary” master dies were constructed for both obverse and reverse using the standard working hubs in use at the time. 
Once the new elements (date and arrowheads for obverse and rays for reverse) were added, the temporary master dies were 
used to raise corresponding working hubs of the modified design which, in turn, were used to produce all the working dies 
for 1853. 
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SUBTYPE VI: 1854-1855 



OBVERSE 

Drapery/Arrows 



REVERSE 

No-Motto/Large Letters/No Rays 


SUBTYPE VI. As was done in 1853, we believe that a temporary master head die was prepared for 1854 and again in 1855 
with date and arrowheads punched into the die. It is possible that the temporary hub prepared in 1853 was used in lieu of 
the standard working hub to sink the temporary master dies for 1854. Likewise, the temporary hub prepared in 1854 was 
used in lieu of the standard working hub to sink the temporary master die for 1855. If this was the case, the date or a por¬ 
tion of the date was cut off this hub prior to sinking the temporary master die. This could account for the trace of date 
“1854” seen on some coins dated 1855 and the Judd trial strikes with 1854 over 1853. The practice of adding rays to the 
reverse as done in 1853 was not continued beyond that year. 


SUBTYPE VII: 1866-1872 / 1875-1891 




OBVERSE REVERSE 

Drapery/No-Arrows Motto/Large Letters/Rays 

SUBTYPE VII. A new master tail die was made in 1866 to which a scroll inscribed IN GOD WE TRUST was added to 
the field between the legend and the top of the eagle’s head. This is the most significant design modification to occur dur¬ 
ing the 53 year span of the coinage. Consequently, all Liberty Seated Half Dollars are classified as either “No-Motto” or 
“With Motto” subtypes. 

Some researchers speculate that a new master die was not constructed in 1866. Rather, a motto was added to the 
existing master die. This cannot be true since “No-Motto” half dollars have 145 denticles in their border and “Motto” half 
dollars have 146 denticles in their border indicating that a new master die was definitely prepared. However, we have 
recently discovered that at least three working tail dies (including the 1866 proof die) were products of the old master die 
(145 denticles with a chipped denticle over R) whereby the motto was possibly added to the existing master die and a new 
working hub was raised. Alternately, the scroll with motto could have been punched directly into at least 3 working dies 
from the old “No-Motto” hub. If the latter is the case, it was done very carefully as we see no variation in the placement of 
the scroll on the 3 dies observed. 

The subtype VII design changed slightly in 1876 when a new working hub was introduced by Charles Barber who 
signed his work by altering the lower bud (berry) on the olive branch from an “open” (split) configuration (Tail Hub 
Variety 1) to a “closed” (pointed) configuration (Tail Hub Variety 2). This change is not considered to be significant 
enough to warrant a separate subtype designation although separate “WB” numbers are assigned to these hub varieties in 
years where both hub varieties exist together. 
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SUBTYPE VIII: 1873-1874 




OBVERSE REVERSE 

Drapery/Arrows Motto/Large Letters/No Rays 

SUBTYPE VIII. Arrowheads were placed on either side of the date in 1873 to signify an increase in the official weight 
(from 192.0 ± 1.5 grains to 192.9 ± 1.5 grains) of the half dollar denomination brought about by the U.S. Government as 
part of a larger program to convert the United States to the metric system of weight and measurement standards. Perhaps 
this very slight difference in weight accounts for the arrowheads being punched directly into working dies along with the 
date instead of being punched into the master die as was done during 1853-1855. 

This weight change was very slight (0.9 grains) when compared to the change in 1853 (14-25 grains). The toler¬ 
ances of the authorized weights for the 1873 and post-1873 standards overlap, rendering the new 1873 weight standard 
almost meaningless and thereby allowing old planchets to be minted under the new standard. Figure 1-1 below depicts this 
relationship. 


FIGURE 1-1. 1873 Change in Coin Weight Specification (Grains). 
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Table 1-1 is an outline of the eight subtypes for the Liberty Seated Half Dollar coins (including hub varieties intro¬ 
duced in 1858 and 1876). 
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TABLE 1-1. Subtypes of U.S. Half Dollars of the Liberty Seated Design Type. 


I. No Motto Reverse (1839-1866) 

A. No-Arrows Obverse 

1. No-Drapery Obverse (1839-P small letters reverse only) 

2. Drapery Obverse 

a. Bust Type Reverse (1840-0 only, single die with medium letters) 

b. Small Letters Reverse (1839-1842) 

(1) P-Mint (1839-1841) 

(2) O-Mint (1840-1842) 

c. Large Letters Reverse 

(1) Tail Hub Variety 1 (short base on L in HALF) 

(a) P-Mint (1842-1852 and 1856-1865*) 

(b) O-Mint (1842-1852** and 1856-1860) 

(c) S-Mint (1856-1862 and 1864) 

(2) Tail Hub Variety 2 (long base on L in HALF) 

(a) P-Mint (1858-1865) 

(b) O-Mint (1860-1861) 

(c) S-Mint (1862-1866) 

B. Arrows Obverse (drapery obverse and large letters reverse only) 

1. Rays Reverse 

a. P-Mint (1853 only) 

b. O-Mint (1853 only) 

2. No Rays Reverse 

a. P-Mint (1854-1855) 

b. O-Mint (1854-1855) 

c. S-Mint (1855 only) 

II. No Motto Reverse (1866-1891) 

A. No-Arrows Obverse 

1. Tail Hub Variety 1 (lower bud open) 

a. P-Mint (1866-1872 and 1875-1877) Proofs 1879-1881 

b. S-M int (1866-1872 and 1875-1876) 

c. CC-Mint (1870-1872 and 1875-1877) 

2. Tail Hub Variety 2 (lower bud closed) 

a. P-Mint (1876-1891) 

b. S-Mint (1876-1878) 

c. CC-Mint (1877-1878) 

B. Arrows Obverse (tail hub variety 1 only) 

1. P-Mint (1873-1874) 

2. S-Mint (1873-1874) 

3. CC-Mint (1873-1874) 

* = 1866-P No-Motto (Proof - unique); not included as a regular issue. 

** = 1853-0 No-Arrows or rays (3 known); not included as a regular issue. 
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Chapter 2 


Coin Characteristics 
& 

Associated Measurements 




MI NT MARK SIZES 


In addition to the U.S. Mint at Philadelphia, PA., Liberty Seated half dollars were struck at the New Orleans, San 
Francisco, and Carson City Branch Mints. Mintmarks of various sizes were added by letter punches (O, S, and CC) to the 
tail working dies (beneath the eagle) at Philadelphia prior to shipment to the branch mints to differentiate coinage origin of 
striking and affix responsibility in the event that branch mint dies were misused or counterfeit coins surfaced. The 
Philadelphia Mint’s coinage did not have a mintmark. We believe a stock of working dies was maintained at Philadelphia 
and a mintmark punch was used to mark the tail dies just prior to shipment to a branch mint. Accordingly, unless the 
punch was to break during this operation, all dies for a particular denomination were marked from the same punch for a par¬ 
ticular shipment. However, there was apparently no correlation in the size punch used for a particular denomination from 
one shipment to another as it was a common occurrence for branch mints to produce coinage in any given year with multi¬ 
ple size mintmarks. It is noteworthy that mintmarks of a particular size would vary in placement due to human design 
and/or error, but they would usually be grouped in a particular area associated with the particular size. 

Multiple blows to the punch were often required to sufficiently empress the mintmark into the working die. These 
multiple blows account for the doubled mintmarks often seen in this series. As dies were ordered and shipped to the branch 
mints, the differences in sizes occurred because no effort was expended to maintain consistency of the punches used within 
individual years. The engraver simply used an available punch without consideration to maintaining consistency of mint- 
mark size within a year. We have usually been able to document tail dies of a certain mintmark size that match the number 
of tail dies in a particular shipment [18] to a branch mint. 

Over the years, there has been much confusion because of conflicting descriptions of the sizes of mintmarks. 
Hopefully, Tables 2-1, 2-2, and 2-3 (which respectively list mintmark sizes found on New Orleans, Carson City, and San 
Francisco half dollars) will standardize the size and style descriptions of half dollar mintmarks. 

For additional information on mintmarks of San Francisco Liberty Seated half dollars, see [14] pages 274-282. 


TABLE 2-1. New Orleans Mintmark Sizes 


Size of mintmark 

Height of mintmark 

Very small 
.038 - .039” 

Small 

.043 - .045” 

Medium 

047 - .052” 

Large 
.053 - .057” 

1840-0 

X 

X 


X 

1841-0 



X* 

X 

1842- 0 

1843- 0 




X 

1844- 0 

1845- 0 



X* 

X 

1846-0 to 

1861-0 




X 

* = Although about the same height, the 1841-0 has an oblong shaped mintmark with a narrow interior space while the 
1844-0 and 1845-0 dates have a round shaped O. 



Very Small O Small O 
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Oblong Style Medium O 





Round Style Medium O 



Large O 


TABLE 2-2. Carson City Mintmark Sizes 


Size of mintmark 

Small 

Medium 

Large 

Height of mintmark 

.028 - .030 ” 

.034 - .036 ” 

.041 - .043 ” 

1870- CC 

1871- CC 

1872- CC 



X 

1873-CC No Arrows 

X 



1873-CC With Arrows 

X 


X 

1874-CC 

X 



1875-CC 


X 


1876-CC 

X 

X 

X 

1877-CC Tail Hub Variety 1 

X 

X 


1877-CC Tail Hub Variety 2 


X 


1878-CC 


X 




Small CC 





Large CC 
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TABLE 2-3. San Francisco Mintmark Sizes 


Size of 

Micro 

Minute 

Very 

Small 

Small 

Small 

Medium - 

Medium 

Large 

mintmark 



Small* 

Thin 

Wide 

Wide 

Small 








Broken 

Perfect 




Height of 

.029 - 

.032- 

.035- 

.038- 

.041 - 

.042- 

.044- 

.054- 

.060- 

mintmark 

.031" 

.034” 

.037" 

.040" 

.042" 

.043" 

.048" 

.056" 

.067" 

1855- S 

1856- S 









X 

1857-S 
to 1861 -S 








X 

X 

1862-S 





X 



X 

X 

1863-S 





X 

X 




1864-S 




X 

X 

X 



X 

1865-S 




X 

X 





1866-S No-Motto 




X 






1866-S With-Motto 



X 







1867-S 
to 1870-S 



X 







1871-S 



X 



X 




1872-S 






X 

X 



1873-S 


X 








1874-S 


X 




X 

X 



1875-S 

X 


X 



X 

X 



1876- S 

1877- S 

Tail Hub Variety 1 

X 


X 







1876- S 

1877- S 

1878- S 

Tail Hub Variety 2 



X 








' = Although the same height, the mintmarks of 1875-S to 1878-S were from a punch with a distinctly different style “S" than the mintmarks 
of 1866-S to 1871-S. Most dies identified for 1871-S have a style "S" which has a thicker top curve than the thin top curve normally seen 
between 1866-1870. This indicates that at least three different punches were used to form very small “S” mintmarks. 



Small wide perfect S (1864-S) Small wide perfect S (1871-S) Small wide broken S 
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Small wide partially broken S (1863-S) Small thin S 





Very small S (1875-S) 



Minute S Micro S 


DATE LOGOTYPE SIZES 


The figures in the date on a head die are incused (hammered into the die using a punch). The punch (a hand held 
cutting tool) may be a single figure or a series of figures ganged together (logotype) to give spacing uniformity to the figures 
in the date. Two, three or four figure logotype punches were used to prepare Liberty Seated half dollar head dies. 
Considerable force was required to hammer figures (especially gang figures with more surface area) into dies. Punches were 
constructed such that the figures were beveled (pointed) for easier penetration, but multiple blows from the hammer were 
always required. Sometimes the punch would bounce or chatter during this process accounting for the signs of “repunching” 
seen around the figures in dates on early dies states of many Liberty Seated half dollars. These very slight impressions usual¬ 
ly disappear from die wear or die polishing (abrasion) as the figures are punched into the outermost surface of the die. 

Occasionally after one or more forceful hammer blows, the die cutter would be dissatisfied with the original place¬ 
ment of a figure or logotype, and he would adjust the position of the punch before delivering the final hammer blows. In 
these instances where a figure or logotype is recut, the original impression is sufficiently distinct that it remains for the 
entire life of the die unless the die cutter severely abrades (laps, grinds, or polishes) the die in which case other elements of 
the design in low relief such as drapery, foot support and/or stars are weakened or obliterated in the process. 

There are significant variations in the size (height) of the date logotype punch used on the working dies for Liberty 
Seated half dollars throughout the series. However, 1842 and 1846 are the only dates which have two noticeably different 
sizes within the same year. In the collecting community there is considerable disparity regrading the identification/labeling 
of these differences. There is significant variation in date logotype size in subsequent years (e.g. 1858 is much larger than 
1859), but there are no instances in years subsequent to 1846 where two different date logotype sizes exist for the same year. 
Table 2-4 lists date sizes for all years (1839-1891). The photographs shown with Table 2-4 emphasize the date logotype 
varieties for the years 1842 and 1846 which exist for both the Philadelphia Mint and the New Orleans Branch Mint. 
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TABLE 2-4. Date Sizes 


Size of date 

Height of date 

Small 
.056 - .064" 

Medium 
.076 - .086" 

Large* 

.089 - .096" 

Extra Large 
.098-.102" 

1839 to 1841 

X 




1842** 

X 

X 



1843 to 1845 


X 



1846** 


X 

X 


1847 to 1857 



X 


1858 




X 

1859 to 1874 


X 



1875 



X 


1876 to 1885 


X 



1886 to 1887 




X 

1888 to 1891 


X 



* = The larger size date for both 1846-P and 1846-0 have commonly been cataloged and listed as “Tall Date", but we 
would like to standardize on a single adjective for this date size. 

** = Two date sizes exist in a single year. 



1842 small date 



1842 medium date 





1846 medium date 





1846 large (tall) date 
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EDGE REEDING 


Except for a few “error” examples, all Liberty Seated half dollars were struck with their planchet confined by a fixed 
diameter fluted closed collar (a third die) which gave mathematical equality to the coin’s diameter. The reeded impression 
left on the edge of the coin by a collar can be used to supplement the information on that coin beyond the more obvious 
impressions left by the head and tail dies. 

Much information can be gained by studying the edge of a coin; number of reeds, collar defects (if any), and 
amount of collar wear. This information can be useful in determining emission sequence of head/tail die marriages or can 
assist in authenticating various varieties. Although extensive historical information on the production and use of collars 
has eluded the authors, we believe each Mint individually produced its own collars although the steel stock for the collars 
may have been shipped from Philadelphia. This is based not only on inferences found in Mint correspondence [18] but on 
differences of reed counts within the same year between the mints. 

The technique we use to count reeds is simple but effective. We place the coin to be studied in a reflector 
(removed from an inexpensive flashlight) under a 10 power microscope to facilitate viewing from the perpendicular which 
has constant focus. Starting with an obvious rim flaw or abnormality, count the reeds (out loud if desired) while rotating 
the reflector containing the coin. Use the reticle of the microscope to keep your place and pause for a breather at obvious 
rim problems. Continue counting until you get to your starting point. With practice, a single coin’s reeds can be counted 
in about 3 minutes. This technique will allow error free reed counting. (See [16] page 319.) 

We have expended numerous hours in counting and recounting the number of reeds found on the edges of Liberty 
Seated half dollars in our collections. Unfortunately, the correct reed count of slabbed coins cannot be accurately deter¬ 
mined and those samples are not included in these tables. The results of this effort are displayed in Tables 2-5 through 2-8 
which list reed counts documented for each year of coinage at the Philadelphia Mint and the New Orleans, Carson City, 
and San Francisco Branch Mints. Table 2-9 is a consolidation of Tables 2-5 through 2-8. 


TABLE 2-5. New Orleans Branch Mint Reed Counts Documented 


DATE 

140 

141 

142 

143 

144 

145 

146 

147 

148 

1840-0 





X 

X 

X 



1841-0 






X 

X 



1842-0 




X 

X 

X 

X 



1843-0 






X 

X 



1844-0 







X 

X 

X 

1845-0 








X 

X 

1846-0 






X 

X 

X 

X 

1847-0 





X 

X 


X 


1848-0 








X 


1849-0 


X 






X 

X 

1850-0 


X 







X 

1851-0 


X 








1852-0 




X 






1853-0 


X 


X 






1854-0 


X 


X 





X 

1855-0 


X 


X 





X 

1856-0 

X 

X 


X 






1857-0 

X 









1858-0 

X 









1859-0 

X 









1860-0 

X 









1861-0 

X 
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TABLE 2-6. Carson City Branch Mint Reed Counts Documented 


DATE 

143 

144 

145 

146 

147 

148 

149 

150 

151 

152 

153 

154 

1870-CC 












X 

1871-CC 












X 

1872-CC 












X 

1873-CC 












X 

1874-CC 












X 

1875-CC 












X 

1876- CC 

1877- CC 

X 

X 








X 

X 

X 

1878-CC 

X 













TABLE 2-7. San Francisco Branch Mint Reed Counts Documented 


DATE 

138 

139 

140 

141 

142 143 

144 

145 146 

147 

148 

149 

150 

1855-S 



X 









1856-S 



X 









1857-S 

X 


X 









1858-S 

X 











1859-S 

X 

X 

X 









1860-S 



X 









1861-S 


X 

X 









1862-S 


X 

X 









1863-S 



X 

X 








1864- S 

1865- S 


X 

X 

X 








1866-S 

X 

X 

X 









1867-S 

X 

X 

X 









1868-S 



X 









1869-S 


X 

X 









1870-S 


X 

X 









1871-S 


X 



X 

X 






1872-S 





X 


X 





1873-S 







X 





1874-S 






X 

X 





1875-S 








X 

X 



1876-S 








X 

X 

X 

X 

1877-S 








X 

X 

X 


1878-S 








X 
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TABLE 2-9. Reed Counts For All Mints 


Date 

138 

139 

140 

141 

142 

143 

144 

145 

146 

147 

148 

149 

150 - 

1839 







P 




P 



1840 







0 

PO 

OP 


P 



1841 








0 

OP 


P 



1842 






0 

0 

PO 

0 


P 



1843 







p 

PO 

0 





1844 






p 


p 

0 

0 

0 



1845 






p 

p 



0 

0 



1846 






p 

p 

PO 

0 

0 

0 



1847 







PO 

0 


0 




1848 







p 

p 


0 




1849 




0 



p 

p 


0 

0 



1850 




0 




p 



0 



1851 




0 




p 






1852 






0 

p 

p 






1853 




0 


0 

p 

p 






1854 




0 


0 

p 

p 

p 


0 



1855 



S 

0 


0 


p 

p 


0 



1856 



SO 

0 


0 


p 

p 





1857 

S 


SO 





p 

p 





1858 

S 


0 





p 

p 





1859 

S 

S 

SO 





p 

p 





1860 



so 




p 

p 

p 





1861 


S 

so 



p 


p 






1862 


S 

s 











1863 



s 

s 



p 







1864 




s 










1865 


S 

s 





p 






1866 

S 

S 

s 





p 





P 

1867 

S 

S 

s 










P 

1868 



s 





p 






1869 


S 

s 






p 





1870 


S 

s 





p 

p 





1871 


S 




s 

s 

p 






1872 






s 


PS 






1873 







p 

PS 






1874 







s 

PS 






1875 







p 

p 


s 

s 



1876 







CP 



s 

s 

s 

s 

1877 






c 

p 



SP 

s 

s 


1878 






c 




s 




1879 














1880 














1881 














1882 














1883 














1884 














1885 














1886 














1887 














1888 














1889 














1890 














1891 | 












P = Philadelphia 
0 = New Orleans 
S = San Francisco 
C = Carson City 
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DIAMETER MEASUREMENTS 


Interestingly enough, the weight and fineness of half dollars were set by a Congressional act, but not the diameter. 
The diameter of all the Liberty Seated half dollars is generally believed to be 30.6 millimeters (1.205 inches) and forced to 
this size by the use of an edge collar during coin striking (discussed in the section under edge reeding). An early written 
precise standard for the diameter of half dollars is contained in a letter [18] dated January 15, 1840, from Mint Director 
R.M. Patterson to New Orleans Branch Mint Superintendent J. M. Kennedy. Extracted here it states: “...I will thank you 
(to) call the particular attention of your coiner to the exact measurement which has been adopted for the diameter of the coins. They 
are as follows , in thousands of an inch :... half dollar 1. 20011 000 ...The allowance which should be made for the expansion of the cob 
lars, in hardening is for half dollars 5/1000 of an inch." The half dollar diameter should, therefore, be 1.200 inches. 

We have found a lack of conformity to this standard size. This is perhaps partially due to what we theorize was the 
branch mints’ responsibility in locally producing edge collars. Without a supply of collars from a central source, collar inte¬ 
rior diameter differences are bound to occur between mints and possibly between different productions of edge collars at the 
same mint. 

The diameter of any coin will vary from any standard based upon the diameter of the collar used, the pressure used 
to strike the coin, the amount of abuse the coin received (e.g. coins with rim nicks will vary from a circular diameter), and 
to a much lesser degree, the amount of wear the coin received from circulation. For coins minted from the same collar, col¬ 
lar wear from constant expansion and release from the pressure exerted from coin striking could result in minuscule diame¬ 
ter differences. In much the same manner as head and tail dies are polished, collars were most likely removed during breaks 
in coinage and abraded to remove defects and abnormal wear marks. This abrasion could account for the heavy lines often 
found between reeds on many Liberty Seated half dollars. 

Measuring the diameter of seated halves commands little time or resources but requires the use of an accurate 
caliper. A suitable caliper can be purchased from numerous sources (e.g. local hardware store, scientific mail order catalogs, 
etc.) and in varying degrees of accuracy and price ranges. A General Hardware No. 142 direct analog reading 6 inch dial 
caliper was used to obtain our measurements. 

In most instances, it is necessary to measure the diameter around the coin in a few samples (ignoring abnormalities 
such a rim defects) and ascertain a diameter based upon those results. Slabbed coins are, of course, impossible to accurately 
measure. 


Complete analysis of the diameters of all the dates, mintmarks, and marriages for the Liberty Seated half dollars 
series is beyond the scope of this reference. We have, however, included four figures which depict the diameters of Liberty 
Seated half dollars by date for the four mints. The following is a summary of the results we have observed. 


Figure 2-1 depicts the 
variance in half dollar diameter 
measurements documented for 
each year of Liberty Seated half 
dollar coinage at the New 
Orleans Branch Mint. From 
the figure, it is readily apparent 
that prior to 1843, all diameters 
were below 1.2 inches. The 
year 1843 represents a shift to 
larger size collars which contin¬ 
ued until 1847 when the small¬ 
er size was again utilized. Note 
the transitional larger collars of 
1842 (1.203 and 1.207 inches) 
and the transitional small collar 
in 1843 (1.186 inches). It 
could be theorized from the 
diameter similarities that the 
initial collars used in the first 
few years of this mint’s opera¬ 
tion could be those remaining 
from Capped Bust type half dol¬ 
lar mintage. This size collar 
surfaced again in 1847 after a 


FIGURE 2-1. New Orleans Half Dollar Diameters: 1840-0 to 1861-0 

Diameter in inches 



New Orleans date 
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few years of coinage with larger 
collars, most likely from either a 
different manufacturer or differ¬ 
ent lot or possibly an earlier 
supply of collars from 1840- 
1842 era was not destroyed and 
were used inadvertently. Post 
1849 collars varied slightly 
above and below the desired 
diameter (i.e. 1.200 inches). 

Figure 2-2 depicts the 
variance in half dollar diameter 
measurements documented for 
each year of Liberty Seated half 
dollar coinage at the 
Philadelphia Mint. We have 
found the majority of the diam¬ 
eters to be between the range 
1.195 to 1.205 inches as shown 
in the figure. Nevertheless, the 
first few years of the 
Philadelphia Mint’s Liberty 
Seated half dollar coinage were 
characterized by larger than 
standard half dollar sizes (i.e. up 
to 1.217 inches in years 1839 to 
1842). This is remarkable con¬ 
sidering that R.M. Patterson, 
the Director of the Mint, issued 
guidance in early 1840 that the 
size of half dollars should be 
1.200 inches. Presumably, 
1.200 inches was difficult to 
attain or strict adherence to 
this standard was not enforced. 

Figure 2-3 depicts the 
variance in half dollar diameter 
measurements documented for 
each year of Liberty Seated half 
dollar coinage at the San 
Francisco Branch Mint. Most 
are between 1.205 to 1.210 
inches with outliers in a few 
years (e.g. 1876-S with a diame¬ 
ter of 1.220 inches). It is inter¬ 
esting to note the lower limit 
diameter size for this mint is the 
desired standard, 1.200 inches. 


FIGURE 2-2. Philadelphia Half Dollar Diameters: 1839-1891 


Diameter in inches 



FIGURE 2-3. San Francisco Half Dollar Diameters: 1855-S to 1878-S 

Diameter in inches 



San Francisco date 


Figure 24 depicts the variance in half dollar diameter measurements documented for each year of Liberty Seated 
half dollar coinage at the Carson City Branch Mint. These are more tightly grouped in a narrower range (1.199 to 1.208 
inches) with fewer outliers than the products of the other mints. 
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FIGURE 2-4. Carson City Half Dollar Diameters: 1870-CC to 1878-CC 


Diameter in inches 



1870 1871 1872 1873 1874 1875 1876 1877 1878 

Carson City date 


DRAPERY DIE STATES 


With much unwarranted “to-do” and overpricing of the 1845-0 no drapery half dollars, we felt it necessary to clar¬ 
ify the status of the no drapery die state coinage. The definition of drapery in this sense is the three extra folds of material in 
Liberty’s gown which are draped across the inside of her arm at the elbow. With the exception of the 1839 No-Drapery sub- 
type, no drapery Liberty Seated half dollars are the product of advanced die states of head dies originally with the drapery 
design. They are not the product of a design change and rarely do they constitute a separate die marriage variety. 

It was the routine practice of mint employees to extend the working die’s life by utilizing abrasives such as wire 
brushes or sandpaper on a block of wood to remove unacceptable blemishes and flaws. Wire brushes produce a highly 
sheened die surface while sandpaper leaves scratch marks on the die. Common reasons for abrading dies include attempts to 
remove rust, heavy clash marks, or major blunders such as multiple punched dates or overdates. Unfortunately, abrasives 
used on dies not only removed flaws but design details as well. Overzealous employees, in the course of working die 
maintenance, could and did remove die design details. 

In perceiving how this could happen, it is important to understand that the working die’s designs are incused 
(devices and letters below the fields) when compared to the designs of the coin (devices and letters raised above the fields). 
Abrasive force applied to the working die would diminish the details. In scrutinizing the obverse design of the Liberty 
Seated half dollar, it appears that the drapery is the lowest portion of the device; reversely, disregarding the fields, it is the 
highest portion of the head die. Therefore, when the die was periodically abraded by mint employees the drapery and other 
low relief coin design features were in some cases ultimately removed. Unfortunately, desirable details such as overdates 
were also removed (e.g. the late die state of 1847 recut over 1846 variety with the underlying 1846 date polished away). 

In most circumstances, heavily abraded working dies produce less aesthetically desirable coins because, even in 
high grades, partial design details are missing (e.g., one variety of 1870-S in late die states is missing most of the date). 
Along with missing drapery, other details commonly abraded on a head die are foot support and stars. Seemingly, coins 
with these characteristics should demand less of a premium than those struck from unabraded dies. Placing a premium on 
no-drapery die states otherwise encourages fraudulent alterations to remove the drapery from otherwise desirable coins. 

No-Drapery die states are abundant in the Liberty Seated half dollar series and, in the authors’ opinion, this char¬ 
acteristic alone is not worthy of a significant premium. With a major effort by the interested collector, a near complete 
date/mint set of Liberty Seated half dollars could possibly be assembled of no drapery die state coins. See [15] pages 224- 
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We are not aware of a way to quantitatively measure a coin’s drapery and we have to be content with qualitative 
descriptions of the feature such as full drapery, partial drapery, and no drapery. The accompanying photographs depict these 
major drapery die states. 
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Liberty Seated half dollars grade similarly to other denominations in the same series. There are several excellent 
published reference grading guides but this chapter should clear up any inconsistencies and presents the view of the authors. 

We recommend using a 3X magnifier with an incandescent light source to grade Liberty Seated half dollars. The 
most readily available magnifier of this power is of such a size to facilitate viewing the entire side of a coin at one time. 

Circulated coins for most dates are easy to grade and suffer very little from subjectivity in grading standards. When 
grading uncirculated coins, the first and most important question is (and not necessarily easy to answer), “Is it uncirculated 
or a slider?”. The answer to this question comes with experience and, unfortunately, the grading standards of such coins are 
cyclic with the rare coin market and are very subjective. The exact numeric grade of true uncirculated (i.e. NO signs of any 
wear or so-called “cabinet friction”) examples can only be determined from experience. 

Three major grading standards are applied to Liberty Seated half dollars depending on the major hubs used for 
minting. The working dies, products of hubs, have a dramatic effect on the striking quality of any coin. The hub design 
influences differences in striking characteristics and coin wearing. It is not uncommon to have abnormally weak or uneven 
strikes within the same hub design. Additionally, some dates and varieties in the series have notoriously poor strikes. Detail 
should be considered in a final grade as should luster. Surface marks and eye appeal affect the coin’s price but not the grade. 
Careful consideration should be given to these qualities. The grading standard used can easily be identified by the date and 
mintmark and other characteristics. Three specific grading groups are as depicted in the following sections: 

a) No-motto, Small Letters. 

b) No-motto, Large Letters.* 

c) With-Motto. 

* = Coins with the 1840-0 reverse style of 1 838 have a distinctively different wear pattern. When grading coins of this style, 

the No-motto, Large Letters grading standards should be used as they closely approximate the coin's wear patterns. 

Ten stages of wear are described for circulated coins. Other intermediate grades exist but we have chosen to 
describe these readily identifiable grading transitions. A coin whose grade falls in between two adjacent descriptions should 
be given an intermediate numeric rating. Obverse and reverse photographs for each grade shown are from the same coin. 


NO-MOTTO, SMALL LETTERS 


The coins struck form this design of this type are noted for notoriously poor strikes, especially coins from the New 
Orleans mint. Consequently, they are difficult to grade. Fully struck coins of this type are extraordinary. 





AG-3 (ABOUT GOOD) 

The rim is worn into the outer most devices on both sides. There 
will be no details within Liberty’s gown or the eagle. The date and 
mint of origin will be unquestionably identifiable but may not be 
complete. 




G-4 (GOOD) 

The rim is weak but mostly visible on both sides. It may be worn 
into the outermost edges of the stars or legend in a few places. 
OBVERSE: No details are visible on Liberty but her outline is 
complete. The date is complete. 

REVERSE: No details are visible on the eagle but its outline is 
complete. 
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VG-8 (VERY GOOD) 

OBVERSE: The rim is strong and complete; all stars and Liberty 
will have a complete outline. At least three letters in LIBERTY 
will show; most likely L and Y plus portions of other letters. 
Details in Liberty’s gown and the shield begin to show. 
REVERSE: The rim is strong and complete; the legend and 
denomination are easily readable. Details of the eagle’s feathers 
begin to show. About a third of the horizontal shield lines show 
separation. 




F-12. (FINE) 

OBVERSE: All seven letters in LIBERTY will show although the 
center letters may be weak; “E” must be at least faintly visible. 
The outer most scroll edges will be distinct. About half the hori¬ 
zontal shield lines will show as will half the details in Liberty. 
About half the lines in the vertical sets of bars will be distinct. 
REVERSE: About one-half of the eagle’s feathers show; the 
eagle’s talons will have about one-half separation. A full half of 
the horizontal shield lines will show. 




VF-20 (VERY FINE) 

OBVERSE: LIBERTY will be strong; Liberty’s ear will be easily 
distinguishable. Over half the details will show in Liberty’s gown. 
The individual vertical shield lines will be weak but distinct. 
Over half the horizontal shield lines will be distinct. The neckline 
of Liberty’s gown will begin to show. 

REVERSE: Over half the feathers on the arrow butt will show. 
Over half the eagle’s feathers show. The individual leaves are dis¬ 
tinct, although weak. 




VF-30 (VERY FINE/EXTRA FINE) 

OBVERSE: Liberty’s top hair detail will begin to show. All 
details will be sharp and most major details will show in Liberty’s 
gown. The lower right horizontal shield lines will be weak but all 
others are strong and separate. 

REVERSE: The right wing details will be strong while the left 
wing will show only about half the feathers. The horizontal shield 
lines will almost be distinct. 




XF-40 (EXTREMELY FINE) 

OBVERSE: Liberty's details are sharp and most hair detail will 
show. All horizontal shield lines, including the weakest portion at 
the lower right, will show separation. Liberty’s sandal is distinct as 
well as the gown line over Liberty’s ankle. Finger separation on 
the pole will be weak but distinguishable. 

REVERSE: Most feather detail (on eagle and arrow) will show. 
All shield lines will be distinct. The eagle’s head shows much 
detail. The talons are strong and separate. 
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XF-45 (EXTREMELY FINE/ 
ABOUT UNCIRCULATED) 

OBVERSE: The neckline of Liberty’s gown will show but may be 
weak most likely above the left breast. The upper edge of the 
shield will be separate from Liberty. There will be some rounding 
of Liberty’s leg. 

REVERSE: Feather detail (on eagle and arrow) will be sharp 
although the eagle’s neck feathers can be weak. 




AU-50 (ABOUT UNCIRCULATED) 

OBVERSE: All details will show and will be sharp. Only the 
highest points (head, neckline, upper shield, and knees) will show 
light signs of wear. Liberty’s leg will be rounded. 

REVERSE: All details will be sharp. The eagle’s right talon, 
head, and feathers on the neck will show the light signs of wear. 
Unless cleaned or heavily toned, the coin should have luster on 
both sides. 




AU-55 (CHOICE ABOUT UNC.) 

OBVERSE: Only the highest points (head, neckline, upper 
shield, and knees) will show very light signs of wear. 

REVERSE: Only the highest points (eagle’s right talon, head, 
and feathers on the neck) will show only very light signs of wear. 



MS-60 - MS-70 (MINT STATE) 


No wear will show on either side. This is perhaps the most difficult determination to make when deciding whether a coin is Choice AU 
or MS. There is no substitute for experience in grading such coins. Dark toning may sometimes hide very slight wear. Detail alone can¬ 
not be used to measure an MS coin because coins of this type, especially New Orleans issues, almost always come weakly struck. In some 
instances, AU coins will have more detail than MS coins. Look for the highest points of the design to observe the first points of wear. 
These points are: 

OBVERSE: Liberty’s head, neckline, knees, and upper shield edge. 

REVERSE: Eagle’s right talon, head, and neck feathers. 


NO-MOTTO, LARGE LETTERS 

Once the mint changed from the small letter reverse, the reverses were struck with more detail. Contrary to the 
previous design, fully struck coins can easily be found. 

Some coins dated 1849-0 were struck from severely rusty dies. High grade coins from these dies have little detail 
and are difficult to correctly grade. 





AG-3 (ABOUT GOOD) 

The rim is worn into the outer most devices on both sides. There 
will be only a few details within Liberty’s gown and on the eagle. 
The date and mint of origin will be unquestionably identifiable 
but may not be complete. 
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G 4 (GOOD) 

The rim is weak but visible on both sides. It may be worn down 
into the outermost edges of the stars or the legend in a few places. 
OBVERSE: A few gown and shield details are visible and 
Liberty’s outline is complete. The date is complete. 

REVERSE: A few eagle and shield details are visible and the 
eagle’s outline is complete. 




VG-8 (VERY GOOD) 

The rim is strong and complete on both sides. 

OBVERSE: All stars and Liberty will have a complete outline; 
rim denticles will show but be weak. At least three letters in LIB- 
ERTY will show; most likely L and Y plus portions of other letters. 
About a third of the details in Liberty’s gown and the shield show. 
REVERSE: The legend and denomination are easily readable. 
About a quarter of the details of the eagle’s feathers show. About 
a third of the horizontal shield lines show separation. 




F'12 (FINE) 

OBVERSE: All seven letters in LIBERTY will show although the 
center letters may be weak; “E” must be at least faintly visible. 
The outer most scroll edges will be distinct. About half the hori¬ 
zontal shield lines will show as will half the details in Liberty. 
About half the lines in the vertical sets of bars will be distinct. 
REVERSE: About one-half of the eagle’s feathers show; the 
eagle’s talons will have about one-half separation. A full half of 
the horizontal shield lines will show. 




VF'20 (VERY FINE) 

OBVERSE: LIBERTY will be strong; Liberty’s ear and some hair 
will be easily distinguishable. Over half the details will show in 
Liberty’s gown. The individual vertical shield lines will be weak 
but distinct. Over half the horizontal shield lines will be distinct. 
The neckline of Liberty’s gown will begin to show. 

REVERSE: About half the feathers on the arrow butt begin to 
show. Over half the eagle’s feathers show. The individual leaves 
are distinct, although weak. 




VF-30 (VERY FINE/EXTRA FINE) 

OBVERSE: Liberty’s top hair detail will begin to show. All 
details will be sharp and most details will show in Liberty’s gown. 
The lower right horizontal shield lines will be weak but all others 
are strong. 

REVERSE: The wing details will be strong. The horizontal 
shield lines will almost be distinct. The outside lines of the shield 
will be weak but separate from the feathers. 
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XF-40 (EXTREMELY FINE) 

OBVERSE: Liberty’s details are sharp and most hair detail will 
show. All horizontal shield lines, including the weakest portion at 
the lower right, will show separation. Liberty’s sandal is distinct as 
well as the gown line over Liberty’s ankle. Finger separation on 
the pole will be weak but distinguishable. 

REVERSE: Almost all feather detail (on eagle and arrows) will 
show. All shield lines will be distinct. The eagle’s head shows 
almost all detail. The talons are strong and separate. 




XF'45 (EXTREMELY FINE/ 
ABOUT UNCIRCULATED) 

OBVERSE: The complete neckline on Liberty’s will show. The 
complete upper edge of the shield will be separate from Liberty. 
There will be some rounding of Liberty’s leg. 

REVERSE: Feather detail (on eagle and arrows) will be sharp. 
The olive leaves’ lines will be strong. 




AU-50 (ABOUT UNCIRCULATED) 

OBVERSE: All details will show and will be sharp. Only the 
highest points (head, neckline, upper shield, and knees) will show 
light signs of wear. Liberty’s leg will be rounded. 

REVERSE: All details will be sharp. The eagle’s right talon, 
head, and feathers on the neck will show the light signs of wear. 
Unless cleaned or heavily toned, the coin should have luster on 
both sides. 




AU-55 (CHOICE ABOUT UNC.) 

OBVERSE: Only the highest points (head, neckline, upper 
shield, and knees) will show very light signs of wear. 

REVERSE: Only the highest points (eagle’s right talon, head, 
and feathers on the neck) will show only very light signs of wear. 



MS 60-70 (MINT STATE) 


No wear will show on either side. This is perhaps the most difficult determination to make when deciding whether a coin is Choice AU 
or MS. There is no substitute for experience in grading such coins. Dark toning may sometimes hide very slight wear. Look for the high¬ 
est points of the design to observe the first points of wear. These points are: 

OBVERSE: Liberty’s head, neckline, knees, and upper shield edge. 

REVERSE: Eagle’s right talon, head, and neck feathers. 
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W1TH-MOTTO 

The reverse details of this design are more shallow than the previous design. Consequently, the designs will appear 
more washed out than in previous years. 

Coins struck from dished dies appear common for many of the dates in this period. The obverse and reverse may, 
therefore, have slightly different grades. 



AG'3 (ABOUT GOOD) 

The rim is worn into the outer most devices on both sides. There 
may be a few details within Liberty’s gown and on the eagle. The 
date and mint of origin will be unquestionably identifiable but 
may not be complete. 




G 4 (GOOD) 

The rim is weak but visible on both sides. The tips of the denti¬ 
cles will be visible on some portions of the rims. 

OBVERSE: A few gown and shield details are visible and 
Liberty’s outline is complete. The date is complete. 

REVERSE: A few eagle and shield details are visible and the 
eagle’s outline is complete. The motto’s scroll will be distinct 
without letters. 




VG-8 (VERY GOOD) 

The rim and denticles are strong on both sides. 

OBVERSE: All stars and Liberty will have a complete outline. 
At least three letters in LIBERTY will show; most likely L and Y 
plus portions of other letters. About a third of the details in 
Liberty and the shield show. 

REVERSE: The legend, denomination and portions of the motto 
are easily readable. At least a quarter of the details of the eagle’s 
feathers show. At least a third of the horizontal shield lines show 
separation. 




F-12 (FINE) 

Many coins in this period have a weakly struck E in LIBERTY. 
Under these circumstances, the key features of the entire coin 
must be considered to obtain a grade of fine. Coins with a com¬ 
plete LIBERTY should be priced slightly higher (about 10-15 %) 
than those with a weak E. 

OBVERSE: At least 6 letters in LIBERTY will show; “E” may be 
faintly visible. The outer most scroll edges will be distinct. Half 
the horizontal shield lines will show as will half the details in 
Liberty’s gown. Over half the lines in the vertical sets of bars will 
be distinct. 

REVERSE: Over one-half of the eagle’s feathers show; the eagle’s 
talons will have about one-half separation. A full half of the hori¬ 
zontal shield lines will show. The motto will be readable but faint. 
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VF-20 (VERY FINE) 

OBVERSE: All 7 letters in LIBERTY will be visible, although the 
E may be weak. Liberty’s ear and some hair will be easily distin¬ 
guishable. Over half the details will show in Liberty’s gown. The 
individual vertical shield lines will be weak but distinct. Over half 
the horizontal shield lines will be distinct. The neckline of 
Liberty’s gown will faintly show. 

REVERSE: About half the feathers on the arrows butt begin to 
show. Two-thirds of the eagle’s feathers show. The individual 
leaves are distinct, although weak. The motto will be easily read¬ 
able. 




VF-30 (VERY FINE/EXTRA FINE) 

OBVERSE: Liberty’s top hair detail will begin to show. All 
details will be sharp and most details will show in Liberty’s gown. 
The lower right horizontal shield lines will be weak but all others 
strong. 

REVERSE: The wing details will be strong. The horizontal 
shield lines will be distinct but weak. The edge of the shield 
except the right side will be separate from the feathers. 




XF-40 (EXTREMELY FINE) 

OBVERSE: Liberty’s details are sharp and most hair detail will 
show. All horizontal shield lines, including the weakest portion at 
the lower right, will show separation. Liberty’s sandal is distinct as 
well as the drapery line over Liberty’s ankle. 

REVERSE: Almost all feather detail (on eagle and arrow) will 
show. All shield lines will be distinct. The shield edge, specifically 
at the right side, will show separation from the eagle although this 
separation can be very weak. The eagle’s head shows almost all 
detail. The talons are strong and separate. 




XF-45 (EXTREMELY FINE/ 
ABOUT UNCIRCULATED) 

OBVERSE: The complete neckline on Liberty’s gown will show. 
The complete edge of the shield will be separate from Liberty. 
There will be some rounding of Liberty’s leg. 

REVERSE: Feather detail (on eagle and arrow) will be sharp. 
The olive leaves’ lines will be strong. The motto and the scroll 
edges will be distinct and strong. 




AU-50 (ABOUT UNCIRCULATED) 

OBVERSE: All details will show and will be sharp. Only the 
highest points (head, neckline, upper shield, and knees) will show 
light signs of wear. Liberty’s leg will be rounded. 

REVERSE: All details will be sharp. The eagle’s right talon, 
head, feathers on the neck, and right shield outline will show the 
light signs of wear. Unless cleaned or heavily toned, the coin 
should have luster on both sides. 
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AU-55 (CHOICE ABOUT UNC.) 

OBVERSE: Only the highest points (head, neckline, upper 
shield, and knees) will show very light signs of wear. 

REVERSE: Only the highest points (eagle’s right talon, head, 
feathers on the neck, and right shield side) will show only very 
light signs of wear. 



MS 60-70 (MINT STATE) 


No wear will show on either side. This is perhaps the most difficult determination to make when deciding whether a coin is Choice AU 
or MS. There is no substitute for experience in grading such coins. Dark toning may sometimes hide very slight wear. Look for the high- 
est points of the design to observe the first points of wear. These points are: 

OBVERSE: Liberty’s head, neckline, knees, and upper shield edge. 

REVERSE: Eagle’s right talon, head, and neck feathers. 


Randy Wiley &. Bill Bugert 


31 












Chapter 4 


Estimating Scarcity & Value 


Included in Chapter 6, “Year, Mintmark, and Major Variety Analysis,” are 122 tables of coin values for those years, 
mintmarks, and major varieties most often listed in published reference guides. Each table includes values from four differ¬ 
ent published sources (Coin Dealer Newsletter, Numismatic News, Redbook, and Coin World Trends) as well as a fifth source 
identified as “WB” (an acronym for Wiley-Bugert). The WB value was derived by the authors specifically for this book to 
provide an alternative to the published reference guides which tend to be dramatically inconsistent with one another and 
within themselves. The main problem that we see with the published guides is that they seem to be focused too much on 
the prices at which individual coins are sold or offered for sale rather than the value or relative worth of the individual coins 
within a series of coins. 

Our approach to generating WB coin values was to go back to basics. In its simplest form, Price or Value, is direct¬ 
ly proportional to Demand and inversely proportional to Supply. If the supply of a certain coin or series of coins is constant, 
the value of that coin or series of coins will increase as the demand for that coin or series of coins increases. Likewise, if the 
demand for an item is constant, the value of that item will increase as the supply of that item decreases. In the real world of 
coin collecting, both supply and demand are variables rather than constants, but the basic relationship still holds. 

We applied this basic relationship to a database which we developed on a personal computer whereby a table of 
values could be generated for our 122 different dates, mintmarks, and varieties over a grade range of Good to MS63. It 
should be noted that a “spreadsheet” approach to generating a table of values would have worked as well as or better than 
our “database” approach. Rather than use absolute values in our database which would be subject to being constantly out¬ 
dated, we imputed our values as a function of “C” which we defined to be equal to the current retail value of a common date 
Liberty Seated half dollar in strict XF40 grade with no major problems. Accordingly, when market conditions change, we 
can change our value for C and generate an entirely new table of values. We chose the XF40 grade as our starting point 
because that was the grade with which we were most familiar and also the one which we feel is at the heart of collecting this 
series by variety. 

We filled out the XF column in our table by first assigning a value of 1.0C to each of the 122 dates, mintmarks, and 
varieties in the Liberty Seated half dollar series considered to be readily available in the XF grade. The C multiplier is a rar¬ 
ity factor which is 1.0 in this case indicating that the common dates are our baseline for the series. We then ranked the 
remainder of the 122 dates, mintmarks, and varieties relative to our common date baseline. For example, a coin with an 
XF40 value of 1.2C was considered to have a value 20% greater than a common date coin in the same XF40 grade. 
Likewise, a coin with an XF40 value of 3.0C was considered to have a value 3 times (300%) that of a common date XF40. 

Ranking 122 different dates, mintmarks, and varieties may appear to be an impossible task, but it is really a lot easi¬ 
er than you have been led to believe. Mintage figures, which have been public knowledge for many years, were once consid¬ 
ered a very good source of information upon which to base a table of values. More recently, however, collectors have been 
told to disregard published mintages as attrition rates vary drastically from year to year, massive meltings took place, and 
various hoards were assembled for particular dates. It is true that attrition rates vary, meltings took place, and hoards sur¬ 
faced over the years, but we maintain that mintage figures (especially educationally adjusted mintage figures) should still be 
the basic foundation (or starting point) for a table of values (at least with respect to circulated grades). There are other con¬ 
siderations for mint state grades which we will discuss later in this chapter. 

Appendix B has a listing of Liberty Seated half dollars ranked by mintage. Mintages shown are taken from [27] 
except we have broken down the mintages (*) for some of the dates into major varieties such that we have a mintage for 
each of the 122 items we intend to rank. Experienced collectors will immediately recognize that the most readily available 
dates in the series also have correspondingly high mintages. Now we must determine the threshold of our common date 
baseline. This is subjective, but for Liberty Seated half dollars, this baseline should fall in the range of 1.0 to 1.5 million. 
With a few exceptions, the dates listed below the baseline fall in order of increasing value for XF40 grade coins. It is easier 
to validate using this table and also to see the exceptions if your break the 122 dates, mintmarks, and varieties listed in the 
Appendix B table into 7 groups as shown in the Table 4-1 . These groups are listed in order of decreasing mintage and a com¬ 
mon date baseline is indicated for each group except 1879-1890. 

We examined each of the 7 groups one at a time. Varieties commonly referred to as type coins were treated the 
same as all others when considering availability or supply. We later made some value adjustments for the type coins (the so 
called aristocrats of the Liberty Seated half dollars series) based on an increased demand factor. When we could make a 
strong case for changing the order; we did so! If not, we left the order alone! How we were accustomed to seeing dates list¬ 
ed in various price guides did not qualify as a strong case. Remember that we were ranking dates in the XF40 grade vice the 
MS grade. To give you an idea of what we considered an appropriate adjustment, consider 1839-P and 1872-S. 

We broke the 2 million mintage figure attributed to 1839-P down into 1.2 million drapery and 0.8 million no-drap¬ 
ery based on the known die marriages for both varieties. However, based on the average coinage per die pair estimates, the 
total mintage should be 0.9 million drapery and 0.6 million no-drapery, or less. A possible explanation might be that 0.5 
million 1839-P half dollars of the “bust” type were erroneously counted in the total for “Seated” type 1839-P coinage. 

We consider the 1872-S half dollar to be rarer than the 1858-S or 1860-S half dollars, both of which have some- 
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TABLE 4-1. Liberty Seated Half Dollars Grouped by Decreasing Mintages. 


P-Mint 

P-Mint 

O-Mint 

O-Mint 

S-Mint 

CC-Mint 

P-Mint 

1839-52 

1853-78,91 

1840-52 

1853-61 

1855-78 

1870-78 

1879-90 

1843-P 

1876-P 

1848-0 

1858-0 

1877-S 

1876-CC 

1888 

1844-P 

1877-P 

1847-0 

1854-0 

1876-S 

1877-CC 

1889 

1842-P MD 

1875-P 

1850-0 

1855-0 

1875-S 

1875-CC 

1890 

1840-P 

1858-P 

1849-0 

1859-0 

1871-S 

1872-CC 

1881 

1846-P MD 

1853-P 

1843-0 

1856-0 

1862-S 

1873-CC WA 

1880 

1849-P 

1854-P 

1845-0 

1861-0 

1867-S 

1871-CC 

1883 

1839-P DR 

1861-P 

1844-0 

1853-0 

1868-S 

1873-CC NA 

1885 

1847-P 

1874-P 

1846-0 MD 

1860-0 

1870-S 

1878-CC 

1879 

1839-P ND 

1857-P 

1840-0 

1857-0 

1866-S WM 

1874-CC 

1886 

1846-P LD 

1873-P WA 

1842-0 MD 


1861-S 

1870-CC 

1887 

1845-P 

1878-P 

1841-0 


1863-S 


1882 

1848-P 

1871-P 

1851-0 


1865-S 


1884 

1842-P SD 

1856-P 

1846-0 LD 


1864-S 



1841-P 

1850- P 

1851- P 

1872-P 

1869-P 

1859-P 

1844-0 DD 
1852-0 
1840-0 ML 


1869-S 

1872-S 

1859-S 

DR = With-Drapery 

ND = No-Drapery 

SD = Small Date 

MD = Medium Date 

LD = Large Date 

CL3 = Closed 3 (NA) 

OP3 = Open 3 (NA) 

DD = Doubled Date 

ML = Medium Letters 

NM = No Motto 

WM = With Motto 

NA = No Arrows 

WA = With Arrows 

H6 = 6 / Horizontal 6 


1846-P/H6 

1852-P 

1847/6-P 

1866- P 

1870-P 

1873-P CL3 
1855-P 

1865-P 

1863- P 

1867- P 

1868- P 

1864- P 

1860-P 

1862-P 

1855/4-P 

1842-0 SD 


1858-S 

1860-S 

1874-S 

1873-S 

1856- S 

1857- S 
1855-S 
1866-S NM 
1878-S 



1891-P 








1873-P OP3 







what lower mintages. There is a good possibility that some late 1872-S coinage was melted along with the 5,000 1873-S no- 
arrows coins minted in early 1873 rather than go to the expenses of sorting out the 1873-S coins if they had been mixed 
with some dated 1872-S. 

Once we had adjusted each of these 7 groups, we recombined them in a single table. While doing this, we made 
some small adjustments for one group relative to another group. For example, you could probably make a case for P-Mints 
before 1853 having a greater attrition than P-mints after 1852, or a case for branch mint coins having a greater attrition rate 
than P-Mint coins in general. 

Once the 122 dates, mintmarks, and varieties were ranked in relative order, we then gave some thought to actual 
values. In our opinion, the basic inverse relationship between Value and Supply should be used to estimate actual values. 
Once you determine the common date threshold, a variety with half the threshold mintage should have a value of about 
twice that of a common date. For example, if you think that 1862-S (1.4 million) is a common threshold (XF40 = 1.0C), 
then you could assign a value of XF40 = 2.0C for 1864-S (0.7 million) or 1865-S (.7 million). Likewise, if you think the 
threshold is at 1868-S (1.2 million), then you could assign a value of XF40 = 2.0C for 1859-S (.6 million), a value of XF40 
4-0C for 1841-P (.3 million), a value of XF40 = 22.0C for 1878-CC (.05 million), etc. Incidentally, for a value of C = 80 
(a common date coin is worth $80 in XF40 grade), the value of the 1878-CC in the same grade would be $1,760 which is a 
very realistic number. 

Once the 122 rows of the XF40 column were completed with values equal to or multiples of our threshold value of 
1.0C , we considered values for the remaining grade columns in our table. 

We feel that the value of any common date in each of the various grades can be expressed as a percentage of the 
XF40 values. Therefore, if all common date Liberty Seated half dollars are assigned an XF40 value of 1.0C, then all com- 
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mon date Liberty Seated half dollars could be assigned a profile of values as follows: G4 = 0.2XF, VG8 = 0.3XF, F12 = 
0.4XF, VF20 = 0.6XF, AU50 = 2.0XF, MS60 = 5.0XF, and MS63 = 10.0XF. The percentages we chose were arbitrary. 
Each individual should have an opinion as to the relative value of a common date coin in Good condition (or any grade) as 
compared to the same coin in XF condition. Perhaps you feel that a common date Liberty Seated half dollar in Good con¬ 
dition should be worth 10 percent of the value of an XF coin vice 20 percent. Perhaps you feel that a common date in 
MS60 condition is worth 4 or 6 times the value of an XF coin vice 5 times. Pick a value and adjust it if your opinion differs 
or market conditions change. The actual percentages used in making a profile are not critical. What is important is that all 
common dates in the same grade are assigned the same value. 

We believe that the common date profile could also be used for scarcer dates, but that a more accurate profile 
would place a higher value on scarcer coins in low grades and a lower value of scarce coins in high grades. Table 4'2 is pre¬ 
sented to give you a feel for this concept. 


TABLE 4-2. Rarity weights per grade. 


RarityNGrade 

G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

Common 

.2XF 

.3XF 

.4XF 

.6XF 

C 

3XF 

5XF 

Better 

.2XF 

.3XF 

.4XF 

.6XF 

1.5C 

2XF 

5XF 

Scarce 

.25XF 

.35XF 

.45XF 

.65XF 

2C 

1.8XF 

4.5XF 

Very scarce 

.3XF 

.4XF 

.5XF 

.7XF 

4C 

1.6XF 

3.5XF 

Extremely scarce 

.35XF 

.45XF 

.55XF 

.75XF 

8C 

1.4XF 

2.5XF 

Rare 

.4XF 

.5XF 

.6XF 

.8XF 

16C 

1.3XF 

2.0XF 

Very rare 

.45XF 

.55XF 

.65XF 

.85XF 

32C 

1.2XF 

1.6XF 

Extremely rare 

.5XF 

.6XF 

.7XF 

.9XF 

64C 

1.2XF 

1.2XF 

Unique 

1.0XF 

1.0XF 

1.0XF 

1.0XF 

128C 

1.0XF 

1.0XF 


Since we were generating our table from a database rather than a spreadsheet, we could not have variable profiles. 
We used the common date profile to generate all of our Good through Mint State values except for the dates 1879-1890 
and type coins for which we manually input adjusted values. 

The 122 different dates, mintmarks, and varieties addressed in our table can be broken down into eight different 
“types” which are described in Chapter 1. Values for six of these types are usually listed by standard reference guides in 
addition to values for specific dates, mintmarks, and varieties. Those types listed in the guides are No-Drapery (1839), No- 
Motto (1839-1866), Arrows and Rays (1853), Arrows (1854-1855), With-Motto (1866-1891), and Arrows (1873-1874). 
The types currently omitted are Small letter reverse (1839-1841) and 1838 Reich Eagle style reverse (1840-0). 

In theory, there are many more type coin collectors than there are date/mint collectors. This additional demand 
causes the values of types in smaller supply to increase to higher levels. Accordingly, a readily available date like 1853 may 
have a value of 2-3 times the value of a common date because of the additional type coin demand. In our opinion, the basic 
“No-Motto” and “With-Motto” types should be valued the same in circulated grades due to an abundant supply of each 
which is sufficient to accommodate both type coin demand and date/mint demand. This would not be true if we based our 
common date threshold on the most common dates (1876-P and 1877-P at 8.5 million each) rather than the dates which 
appear to be readily available (mintages over 1.0 to 1.5 million). 

Mint state grades are not nearly as abundant as circulated grades for all types of Liberty Seated half dollars. Of all 
the eight types, the "With-Motto” type is the most common in mint state and should be used to establish a baseline for that 
grade. 

Also with regard to specific dates, mintmarks, and varieties, we elected to average the mint state values generated 
from our profiles with a second value derived from census population reports. A detailed explanation of how we generated 
our census values is not provided. Suffice to say that we assigned the most value to those dates, mints, and varieties with 
the least number of mint state appearances in the population reports, and the least value was assigned to those with the 
most appearances. 

As we stated at the beginning of this chapter, the purpose of the WB value is to provide an alternative to the pub¬ 
lished reference guides by generating a table of values whereby individual dates are ranked relative to other dates in the 
series. Hopefully, we have achieved that goal. 
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TABLE 4-3. Expanded Sheldon Rarity Scale 


A secondary goal of this chapter has been to provide some 
insight into the relationship of supply and demand and their com¬ 
bined effect on the value of a coin. 

However, many among the numismatic fraternity like to see 
the supply factor isolated into what is commonly called Rarity Values 
(R Values) where the R value is supposed to be a direct measure of 
the known supply of a particular issue. 

Due to popular demand, we have included rarity tables for 
each date and mintmark which assigns R values to each WB number 
for that date, and we are including a table at the end of this chapter 
which ranks all dates, mintmarks, and WB varieties by R value. 

In our opinion, these R values are premature because many 
of the varieties are new discoveries or are discoveries with very little 
public visibility, and these R values reflect our limited point-of-view. 
A table of R values would have much more creditability if several 
thousand pairs of eyes were looking for rare varieties with a good ref¬ 
erence book in hand vice our eyes only. A few varieties (listed as 
R8?) have been shown to us in the last several months and are 
presently the only pieces known to us. Surely, other pieces exist! 

Collectors are cautioned not to place too high a value on a 
variety with a High R value. With time and public exposure, most R 
values should decrease. Also, be aware that a high R value (even if 
well established) does not necessarily equate to a high coin value 
(price) because of the demand variable. Obscure varieties regardless 
of the rarity should always be valued lower than significant varieties 
which are somewhat less rare but are more popular with collectors. 

Assignment of R values for our table is based on the normal 
Sheldon system except we have subdivided the R numbers into small¬ 
er, more precise increments as illustrated in Table 4'3 

Table 4-4 is a listing of all the WB varieties in descending 
order of total rarity. 


Rarity (R) 
Value 

Estimated # of 
pieces known 

UNK 

0 (Unknown) 

R8 

1 

R8- 

2 to 3 

R7+ 

4 to 6 

R7 

7 to 9 

R7- 

10 to 12 

R6+ 

13 to 18 

R6 

19 to 24 

R6- 

25 to 30 

R5+ 

31 to 45 

R5 

46 to 60 

R5- 

61 to 75 

R4+ 

76 to 115 

R4 

116 to 160 

R4- 

161 to 200 

R3+ 

201 to 300 

R3 

301 to 400 

R3- 

401 to 500 

R2+ 

501 to 665 

R2 

666 to 835 

R2- 

836 to 1250 

R1 + 

1251 to 2600 

R1 

2601 or more 


TABLE 4-4. Listing of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties Ranked by Rarity. 


DATE 

WB-# 

VARIETY 

ALL 

G-VG 

F-VF 

XF-AU 

MS 

1851 

WB-104 

Errant 8 in Denticles 

R8? 

UNK 

UNK 

UNK 

R8? 

1856 

WB-102 

Recut 1 

R8? 

UNK 

R8? 

UNK 

UNK 

1858 

WB-109 

Errant 85 in Denticles 

R8? 

UNK 

UNK 

R8? 

UNK 

1876 

WB-106 

Hub 1, Doubled Date 

R8? 

UNK 

UNK 

R8? 

UNK 

1877 

WB-101 

Tail Hub Variety 1 

R7+ 

R8- 

R8 

R8 

UNK 

1877 

WB-102 

Tail Hub 1/2 Transitional Die 

R7+ 

R8- 

R8- 

UNK 

R8 

1876-S 

WB-103 

Tail Hub Variety 2 

R7+ 

R8- 

UNK 

R8 

R8- 

1875-S 

WB-104 

Micro S 

R7- 

R7+ 

R7+ 

R8- 

UNK 

1849 

WB-102 

Dramatically Doubled Date 

R6 

R6+ 

R7 

R7+ 

R8 

1842 

WB-103 

SD, Doubled Tail Die 

R6- 

R6+ 

R7 

R7+ 

UNK 

1847 

WB-102 

1847 over 1846 

R6- 

R6+ 

R7 

R7+ 

R8- 

1873 

WB-101 

No Arrows, Open 3 

R5+ 

R6 

R7- 

R7+ 

R8- 

1845-0 

WB-109 

Footless 1 

R5 

R5+ 

R6+ 

R7 

R8- 

1874-CC 

WB-102 

Damaged Tail Die 

R5 

R5+ 

R6+ 

R7 

R8- 

1878-S 

WB-101 

Very Small S 

R5 

R6- 

R6+ 

R7 

R7- 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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TABLE 4-4. continued 


DATE 

WB-# 

VARIETY 

ALL 

G-VG 

F-VF 

XF-AU 

MS 

1875-S 

WB-103 

Medium-Small S 

R4+ 

R5+ 

R6 

R7- 

R8- 

1864-S 

WB-104 

Small Thin S 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R6+ 

R8- 

1845-0 

WB-102 

Recut 845 

R4+ 

R5 

R5+ 

R6+ 

R8- 

1842-0 

WB-101 

Small Date 

R4+ 

R5 

R5+ 

R6+ 

R8 

1848 

WB-104 

Recut 184 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R6+ 

R8- 

1874-S 

WB-102 

Medium-Small S 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R6+ 

R7+ 

1857-S 

WB-101 

Large S 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R6+ 

R8- 

1871-CC 

WB-102 

Recut 71 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R6+ 

R8- 

1845-0 

WB-104 

Dramatically Doubled Date 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R6+ 

UNK 

1864-S 

WB-102 

Small Wide “Perfect” S 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R6 

R8- 

1845-0 

WB-106 

Tripled Date 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R6 

R8- 

1844-0 

WB-103 

Dramatically Doubled Date 

R4 

R5- 

R5 

R6 

R8- 

1848 

WB-102 

1848 over 1847 

R4 

R4+ 

R5 

R6 

R8- 

1847-0 

WB-103 

Doubled Date 

R4 

R4+ 

R5 

R6 

R8 

1870-CC 

WB-101 

Large CC 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R6 

R8- 

1857-S 

WB-103 

Medium S, Recut 1 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R7+ 

1875-S 

WB-104 

Small Wide S 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R7+ 

1874-CC 

WB-101 

Normal Tail Die 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R7- 

1842-0 

WB-103 

MD, Errant 4 in Gown 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R8 

1879 

WB-101 

Tail Hub Variety 1 

R4- 

R6- 

R5+ 

R5- 

R5 

1880 

WB-101 

Tail Hub Variety 1 

R4- 

R5+ 

R5 

R4+ 

Re- 

1881 

WB-101 

Tail Hub Variety 1 

R4- 

R5+ 

R5 

R4+ 

Re 

1868 

WB-102 

Recut 18 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R7+ 

1874 

WB-103 

Large over Small Arrows 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R8- 

1851 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R7- 

1851 

WB-102 

Recut 18 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R7 

1851 

WB-103 

Recut Second 1 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R7 

1867 

WB-102 

Recut 67 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R5- 

R6- 

R7+ 

1850 

WB-102 

Recut 0 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R5- 

R5+ 

R7 

1864 

WB-102 

Recut 1 and 4 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R6+ 

1858-S 

WB-103 

Medium S, Errant 8 in Rock 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R8- 

1865 

WB-103 

Errant 6 in Denticles 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R7 

1865 

WB-104 

Recut 8 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R7 

1844 

WB-104 

84 Recut North, 44 South 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R7+ 

1874-CC 


All Varieties 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R6+ 

1859-0 

WB-103 

Errant 9 in Rock 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R5+ 

R7+ 

1878-CC 

WB-101 

Medium CC 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R5+ 

R7 

1866 

WB-103 

Errant 1 from Hand 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R5+ 

R7+ 

1872 

WB-102 

Errant Date in Rock 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R5+ 

R8- 

1873-CC 

WB-103 

With Arrows, Large CC 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R5+ 

R7+ 

1848 

WB-103 

Recut 18 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R5+ 

R7+ 

1855-S 

WB-101 

Large S 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R5+ 

R8- 

1865 

WB-102 

Doubled Date 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7 

1841 

WB-102 

Recut 18 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1870 

WB-102 

Recut 1 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1842 

WB-102 

Small Date, Cud over TAT 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R8- 

1844-0 

WB-102 

Center Dot Head Die 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1871-CC 

WB-101 

Large CC 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1850-0 

WB-102 

Recut Mintmark 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1872-S 

WB-101 

Small Wide S 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R8- 

1840-0 

WB-101 

1838 Tail Hub, No Mintmark 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1840-0 

WB-102 

Very Small Mintmark 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1873-CC 

WB-102 

With Arrows, Small CC 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1840-0 

WB-103 

Small Mintmark 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1857-S 

WB-102 

Medium S 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1874-S 

WB-103 

Minute S 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1858-S 

WB-102 

Medium S 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 
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TABLE 4-4. continued 


DATE 

WB-# 

VARIETY 

ALL 

G-VG 

F-VF 

XF-AU 

MS 

1852 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R5 

1866-S 

WB-101 

No Motto, Small Thin S 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7 

1860 

WB-101 

Tail Hub Variety 1 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

1873-CC 

WB-101 

No Arrows, Small CC 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1841-0 

WB-102 

Medium O 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7 

1866 

WB-102 

Errant 6 in Denticles 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1849 

WB-103 

Recut 1, Variety 1 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1849 

WB-104 

Recut 1, Variety 2 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1849 

WB-105 

Recut 49 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1849 

WB-106 

Recut 184 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1877-CC 

WB-104 

Hub 2, Med CC, Recut C 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1846 

WB-103 

MD, Recut 8, (1846/5?) 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1843-0 

WB-102 

Recut O 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

1857-0 

WB-102 

Errant Date in Rock 

R3 

R3+ 

R4 

R5 

R8- 

1840 

WB-103 

Tripled 0 

R3 

R3+ 

R4 

R5 

R6+ 

1847-0 

WB-102 

Recut O 

R3 

R3+ 

R4 

R5 

R8- 

1861-0 

WB-102 

CSA Die Crack from Nose 

R3 

R3+ 

R4 

R5 

R7+ 

1877-S 

WB-103 

Hub 1, Very Small S/S 

R3 

R3+ 

R4 

R5 

R7+ 

1865-S 

WB-101 

Small Wide “Broken” S 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R8- 

1873 

WB-103 

NA, CL3, 8 in Denticles 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 

1873 

WB-104 

NA, CL3, Tripled 3 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 

1873 

WB-105 

NA, CL3, Recut 3 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 

1876-CC 

WB-103 

Large CC 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R8- 

1846-0 

WB-106 

Large Date 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R8- 

1846 

WB-107 

Large Date, Tripled 1 4 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 

1846 

WB-108 

Large Date, Spiked 4 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 

1873 

WB-109 

Small Arrows, Quad Stripes 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 

1845-0 

WB-107 

Recut 18 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R8- 

1866-S 

WB-104 

WM, Doubled Tail Die 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R8- 

1857-0 

WB-103 

Doubled Date 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R8- 

1852-0 

WB-101 

Normal Date and Mintmark 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 

1850 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R6+ 

1847 

WB-103 

Recut 7 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 

1847 

WB-104 

Recut 47 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 

1857-S 


All Varieties 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7- 

1840 

WB-102 

Recut 40 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R6+ 

1840 

WB-104 

Doubled Date 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R6+ 

1869 

WB-102 

Recut 18 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 

1846 

WB-102 

MD, Errant 6, (1846/5?) 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 

1858 

WB-102 

Hub 1, Doubled Head Die 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 

1858 

WB-105 

Hub 1,8 over inverted 1 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 

1865-S 

WB-103 

Small Thin S, Recut 1 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R8- 

1855-0 

WB-102 

0 over Horizontal O 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7 

1873 

WB-108 

Small Arrows, Recut 3 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 

1875-CC 

WB-102 

Med CC, First C Recut 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1846 

WB-104 

MD, 6 over Horizontal 6 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1871 

WB-102 

Errant 1 in Rock 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1871 

WB-103 

Recut First 1 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R7 

1845-0 

WB-105 

Recut 84 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R8- 

1875-S 

WB-102 

Very Small S, Recut S 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R7 

1860 

WB-102 

Tail Hub Variety 2 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

1844 

WB-102 

Recut 18 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1844 

WB-103 

44 Recut south 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1859-S 

WB-102 

Medium S 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7 

1867-S 

WB-102 

Doubled Tail Die, 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1867-S 

WB-103 

Recut Mintmark, V Small S 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R8- 

1851 


All Varieties 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R6- 

1841 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7- 

1845-0 

WB-103 

O over horizontal 0 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R8- 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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TABLE 4-4. continued 


DATE 

WB-# 

VARIETY 

ALL 

G-VG 

F-VF 

XF-AU 

MS 

1876 

WB-103 

Hub 1,6 in Denticles 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1876 

WB-105 

Hub 1, Recut 76 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1844-0 

WB-104 

Recut Second 4 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1844-0 

WB-105 

Recut 844 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1844-0 

WB-106 

Recut O 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

UNK 

1856-S 

WB-101 

Large S 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R8- 

1858 

WB-103 

Tail Hub 1, Recut 2nd 8 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1858 

WB-104 

Tail Hub 1, Recut 18 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1858 

WB-106 

Tail Hub 1, Recut 18 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1858 

WB-107 

Hub 1, Recut 18 and 2nd 8 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1858 

WB-108 

Errant 8’S from Rock 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R4- 

R4 

R7+ 

1860-S 

WB-102 

Medium S 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7 

1866 

WB-104 

Doubled Head Die 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1843 

WB-102 

Recut Date 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1843 

WB-103 

Recut 4 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1843 

WB-104 

Center Dot Head Die 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1843 

WB-105 

Tripled 43 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1873-CC 


With Arrows, All CC’s 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7- 

1877-CC 

WB-102 

Hub 1, Medium CC 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R8 

1859-0 

WB-104 

Recut 1 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1858-0 

WB-103 

Recut 1 & Tripled 2nd 8 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R8- 

1858-0 

WB-106 

Errant 1 in Denticles 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R8- 

1842 

WB-106 

MD, Recut 8 & Errant 8 

R2+ 

R3 

R4+ 

R5 

R7 

1846 

WB-105 

MD, Doubled Head Die 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1843-0 

WB-103 

Doubled Date 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1850 


All Varieties 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R6 

1873-S 

WB-101 

Minute S 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1860-0 

WB-102 

Hub 1, Weird Stripes 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1860-0 

WB-104 

Hub 2, Eagle Laying 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1860-0 

WB-105 

Hub 2, Recut Mintmark 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1870-S 

WB-102 

Incomplete Mintmark 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R8- 

1871-S 

WB-103 

Incomplete Mintmark 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R8- 

1874 

WB-101 

Small Arrows 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R8- 

1859-0 

WB-102 

Errant 9 in Denticles 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1874-S 

WB-101 

Small Wide S 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R7 

1855 

WB-102 

1855 over 1854 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R7- 

1845-0 

WB-108 

Doubled Date 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R7+ 

1882 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R2 

R4 

R4- 

R3 

R4+ 

1884 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R2 

R4+ 

R4- 

R3+ 

R4- 

1885 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R2 

R4 

R4- 

R3 

R4+ 

1886 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R2 

R4 

R4- 

R3 

R4+ 

1887 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R2 

R4 

R4- 

R3+ 

R4 

1882 

WB-102 

88 in Denticles 

R2 

R4 

R4 

R3 

R4+ 

1884 

WB-102 

Recut 4 

R2 

R4+ 

R4- 

R3+ 

R4- 

1862 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R4+ 

1865 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R5 

1872-CC 

WB-101 

Large CC 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1847-0 

WB-104 

Doubled Head Die 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R7+ 

1847-0 

WB-105 

Recut 7 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1860-S 

WB-101 

Large S 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R7- 

1842 

WB-105 

MD, Tripled Date 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R7 

1848-0 

WB-102 

Recut 18 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1848-0 

WB-103 

Incomplete Mintmark 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1848-0 

WB-104 

Filled 4 in Date 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1872-S 

WB-102 

Medium-Small S 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R6+ 

1856-0 

WB-103 

Recut 56 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R7+ 

1857 

WB-102 

Errant Date in Rock 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R7+ 

1861-0 

WB-103 

Die Crack Bisected Date 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R7+ 

1858-0 

WB-104 

Errant 18 from Rock 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1858-0 

WB-107 

Quadrupled Second 8 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 
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TABLE 4-4. continued. 


DATE 

WB-# 

VARIETY 

ALL 

G-VG 

F-VF 

XF-AU 

MS 

1862-S 

WB-102 

Medium S 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1862-S 

WB-103 

Small Wide “Broken” S 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1846-0 

WB-103 

Medium Date, Recut 1 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1846-0 

WB-104 

Medium Date, Recut 1 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1861 

WB-102 

Recut 1 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R7+ 

1873 

WB-102 

NA, Normal Closed 3 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R6+ 

1863-S 

WB-101 

Small Wide "Perfect” S 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R6+ 

1856 

WB-103 

Spiked 1 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R7+ 

1877-CC 

WB-101 

Hub 1, Small CC 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

UNK 

1859 

WB-102 

Tail Variety Hub 2 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R6+ 

1864-S 

WB-101 

Large S 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R7 

1842 

WB-101 

Small Date 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R6+ 

1866-S 

WB-103 

WM, Digit in Denticles 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1864-S 

WB-103 

Small Wide “Broken” S 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R7 

1883 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R2- 

R4 

R3+ 

R3 

R4 

1888 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R2- 

R4 

R3+ 

R3 

R4- 

1889 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R2- 

R4 

R3+ 

R3 

R4- 

1890 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R2- 

R4 

R3+ 

R3 

R4 

1856-0 

WB-102 

Doubled Date 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R7- 

1879 

WB-102 

Tail Hub Variety 2 

R2- 

R4 

R4- 

R3+ 

R3+ 

1880 

WB-102 

Tail Hub Variety 2 

R2- 

R4 

R3+ 

R3 

R4 

1881 

WB-102 

Tail Hub Variety 2 

R2- 

R4 

R3+ 

R3 

R4 

1857 

WB-103 

Errant Date in Rock 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R7+ 

1864 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

1858-0 

WB-102 

Recut Second 8 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1858-0 

WB-105 

Errant 8 in Rock 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1858-0 

WB-108 

Errant 8 from Rock 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1858-0 

WB-109 

Errant Digit from Rock 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1858-0 

WB-110 

Recut 1 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1860 


All Varieties 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

1846-0 

WB-102 

MD, 1846/5? 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1846-0 

WB-105 

MD, Recut 6 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

1841 


All Varieties 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R6+ 

1876 

WB-104 

Hub 1, Recut 6 

R2 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R4 

R7+ 

1863 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4 

R4+ 

1868 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4 

R6- 

1858-S 

WB-101 

Large S 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R7- 

1879 


All Varieties 

R2- 

R4 

R3+ 

R3 

R3 

1880 


All Varieties 

R2- 

R4- 

R3+ 

R3- 

R4- 

1881 


All Varieties 

R2- 

R4- 

R3+ 

R3- 

R4 

1859-S 

WB-101 

Large S 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R6+ 

1861-S 

WB-102 

Medium S 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R6+ 

1864 


All Varieties 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

1872-S 


All Varieties 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R6 

1867 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R6- 

1844 

WB-105 

44 Recut North 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R7+ 

1848 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

Re- 

1874-S 


All Varieties 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

Re 

1839 

WB-101 

No Drapery 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R6- 

1846 

WB-106 

LD, Normal Date 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R6+ 

1861-0 

WB-104 

Speared Olive Bud 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R7 

1851-0 

WB-101 

Normal Date and Mint 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R5+ 

1877 

WB-105 

Hub 2, Recut 7 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R7+ 

1877-S 

WB-102 

Hub 1, Very Small S 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R6 

1868 


All Varieties 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R5+ 

1858 

WB-110 

Tail Hub Variety 2 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R4- 

R7+ 

1867 


All Varieties 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R5+ 

1860-0 

WB-101 

Normal Tail Hub 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

1860-0 

WB-103 

Normal Tail Hub 2 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R7+ 
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TABLE 4-4. continued 


DATE 

WB-# 

VARIETY 

ALL 

G-VG 

F-VF 

XF-AU 

MS 

1859 

WB-101 

Tail Hub 1 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R5+ 

1860-S 


All Varieties 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R6 

1858-S 


All Varieties 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R6+ 

1841-0 

WB-101 

Large O 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R5+ 

1840-0 

WB-104 

Large Mintmark 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R6+ 

1865 


All Varieties 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R5- 

1855 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4+ 

1870 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R6 

1866 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R5 

1865-S 

WB-102 

Small Thin S, Normal Date 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R7- 

1857-0 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R7 

1871 -S 

WB-101 

Small-Wide S 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R3^ 

R7+ 

1861 -S 

WB-101 

Large S 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

Re- 

1859-S 


All Varieties 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

Re 

1866-S 

WB-102 

With Motto, Normal Date 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R7 

1848 


All Varieties 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R5+ 

1876-CC 

WB-101 

Small 00 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R6- 

1845 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R6+ 

1873 

WB-107 

Small Arrows 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R6+ 

1891 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R4- 

1841-0 


All Varieties 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R5+ 

1870 


All Varieties 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R6- 

1869 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R5+ 

1863-S 

WB-102 

Small Wide "Broken” S 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R5+ 

1869-S 

WB-101 

Very Small S 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R6+ 

1864-S 


All Varieties 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R6+ 

1865-S 


All Varieties 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R6+ 

1842-0 

WB-102 

Medium Date 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R7 

1849 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2 

R3 

R5+ 

1862-S 

WB-101 

Large S 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2 

R3 

R5+ 

1866 


All Varieties 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2 

R3 

R5- 

1859 


All Varieties 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2 

R3 

R5 

1855 


All Varieties 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2 

R3 

R4+ 

1856-0 

WB-104 

Recut 6 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2 

R3 

R6 

1847 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2 

R3 

R6+ 

1872 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2 

R3 

R5 

1869 


All Varieties 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R5+ 

1867-S 

WB-101 

Normal Tail Die, V Small S 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R7 

1877-CC 

WB-103 

Hub 2, Med Normal CC 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

1839 

WB-102 

With Drapery 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R5+ 

1857-0 


All Varieties 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R7- 

1875-CC 

WB-101 

Med CC, Normal Mintmark 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R5- 

1846 

WB-101 

Medium Date, Normal 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R5+ 

1840-0 


All Varieties 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R5+ 

1877-S 

WB-101 

Hub 1, Micro S 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R6 

1871 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R5 

1870-S 

WB-101 

Very Small S 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2 

R3 

R6 

1856 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R6 

1872 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R5 

1844 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R5 

1845-0 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R5 

1863-S 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R5 

1861 -S 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R5+ 

1873 

WB-106 

Large Arrows 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R4+ 

1840 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R5 

1846-0 

WB-101 

Medium Date, Normal 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R7- 

1866-S 


With Motto 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R7- 

1875-CC 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R5- 

1844-0 

WB-101 

Normal Date, Large 0 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R6+ 

1847 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R6- 
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TABLE 4-4. continued 


DATE 

WB-# 

VARIETY 

ALL 

G-VG 

F-VF 

XF-AU 

MS 

1842 

WB-104 

Medium Date 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R5+ 

1868-S 

WB-101 

Very Small S 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R6 

1867-S 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R6+ 

1839 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R5- 

1871 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R5- 

1876-CC 

WB-102 

Medium CC 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R5 

1849 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R5- 

1853-0 

WB-101 

Normal Date and Mintmark 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R5 

1862-S 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R5+ 

1878 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R5 

1861-0 

WB-101 

Normal Date and Mintmark 

R1 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2+ 

R4- 

1857 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2+ 

R4 

1877-CC 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2+ 

R3+ 

1840 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2+ 

R4+ 

1876-S 

WB-101 

Hub 1, Micro S 

R1 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R5 

1860-0 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R4- 

1871 -S 

WB-102 

Very Small S 

R1 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R6+ 

1856-0 

WB-101 

Normal Date and Mintmark 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2 

R4+ 

1844 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2 

R5 

1847-0 

WB-101 

Normal Date and Mintmark 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R7 

1844-0 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R6- 

1843-0 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R5+ 

1876-CC 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R4+ 

1857 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R4 

1842 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R5- 

1874 

WB-102 

Large Arrows 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3+ 

1845-0 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R5+ 

1871-S 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R6- 

1861-0 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3+ 

1846 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R4+ 

1843-0 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R5+ 

1846-0 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R6 

1859-0 

WB-101 

Normal Date and Mintmark 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R5 

1849-0 

WB-101 

Normal Date and Mintmark 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R6+ 

1850-0 

WB-101 

Normal Date and Mintmark 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R5 

1874 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3+ 

1848-0 

WB-101 

Normal Date and Mintmark 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R6 

1858 

WB-101 

Tail Hub 1, Normal Date 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R4 

1850-0 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R5- 

1873 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R4- 

1847-0 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R6+ 

1861 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3+ 

1856-0 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R4 

1859-0 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R5- 

1861 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R3+ 

1876-S 

WB-102 

Hub 1, Very Small S 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R4 

1875-S 

WB-101 

Very Small S 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R3 

1854 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R4 

1843 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R5 

1848-0 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R6- 

1875-S 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R3 

1855-0 

WB-101 

Normal Date and Mintmark 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R3+ 

1853 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R3 

1855-0 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R3+ 

1843 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R4+ 

1877-S 

WB-104 

Hub 2, Very Small S 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R3 

1876 

WB-101 

Tail Hub 1, Normal Date 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R4 

1858 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R4- 

1876-S 


All Varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R4- 

1876 

WB-102 

Tail Hub 2, Normal Date 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R4 

1858-0 

WB-101 

Normal Date and Mintmark 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R4+ 
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TABLE 4-4. continued 


DATE 

WB-# 

VARIETY 

ALL 

1854-0 

WB-101 

Normal Date and Mintmark 

R1 

1877-S 


All Varieties 

R1 

1875 

WB-101 

Normal Date 

R1 

1858-0 


All Varieties 

R1 

1877 

WB-103 

Tail Hub 2, Normal Date 

R1 

1877 


All Varieties 

R1 

1876 


All Varieties 

R1 


R1 

R1 


R1 

R1 


R1 

R1 

R1 


R1 

R1 


R1 + 
R1 + 


R1 

R1 


R3+ 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R3+ 

R3+ 

R3 
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Chapter 5 


• 

Error Coins, 
Counterfeit Coins 
& 

Altered Coins 




ERROR COINS 


Like many early series, error coins with the Liberty Seated half dollar design are collectively very rare. Each is a 
quality defect that should not have been released by the mint of issue. Since these errors are associated with coins vice dies, 
they are often individually unique. The following is a listing of those owned, seen, or reported* to the authors. 



Broadstruck or Railroad Rim 

1843 (railroad) 

1854-0 (railroad but partial reeding on wrong side [obv]) 

1857 (railroad) 

1858 Hub variety 1 tail (railroad) 

1866-S No-Motto 

1869 (railroad) 

1875-S very small S 

1875- S small S (Broadstruck [see photo above] and rail¬ 
road) 

1876- S very small S (Ivy 12/82: 1058) railroad 

1877- S micro S (railroad) 

Clipped Coins 

1853 clipped at obverse 7 o’clock 



Multiple Struck 

1872- CC 

1873- CC Arrows small mintmark (BM 3/91: 1264) 
1877-CC 

Off-center 

1858-0 (CW, October 2, 1985) 

1875-S very small S 

1877 (BM Abe Kosoff Sale, 11/85:4185) 


We are indebted to the following individuals for supplementing our 
information on Liberty Seated half dollar error coins: 

L any Briggs, a dealer and Liberty Seated specialist in Ohio. 
Fred Weinberg, an error specialist in California. 


COUNTERFEIT COINS 


The following is a listing of counterfeit half dollars of the Liberty Seated design known to the authors. Most are 
cast, some very good and others very poor. 


1833 

1861-0 

1833 with arrows 

1862-S 

1838 with arrows 

1863-S 

1840 

1865-S 

1844 

1868-S 

1845-0 

1874 with arrows 

1853 

1874-CC 

1853-0 

1875 

1853-S with arrows 

1875-S 

1855-0 

1876 

1856-0 

1876-S 

1857 

1877 

1858 

1877-CC 

1859 

1878 

1860-0 

1891-CC 

1861 
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ALTERED COINS 


The following is a listing of Liberty Seated half dollar varieties known to have been created by fraudulently altering 
a common variety to make it appear like a rare variety. Others surely exist. Most of these involve cases where a mintmark 
(not always the correct size) was cut off a common date coin and soldered on to a P-Mint (no mintmark) coin with a differ- 
ent date whose associated branch mint counterpart was a rare variety. Likewise, a mintmark could be removed from a com¬ 
mon branch mint coin to make it appear like a rarer P-mint for applicable dates. 

1866-P No-motto 
1870-CC 
1878-CC 
1878-S 
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Chapter 6 


Year, Mintmark 
& 

Major Variety Analysis 


*£ 2^0 


INTRODUCTION 


Chapter 1 describes how the Liberty Seated Half Dollar design was modified in 1839 to add several folds of drapery 
from Ms Liberty’s elbow to stem the public outcry regarding “indecent exposure.” In fact, Gobrecht’s designs for other 
Liberty Seated denominations were replaced with new master dies designated by Robert Hughes which had a much larger 
drapery than the half dollar. Perhaps this helps explain the condition of the half dollar working dies prepared at the U.S. 
Mint during the 1840’s. 

We believe it is not a coincidence that all of the coins we examined dated 1840-1844 (P and O) have had strong, 
well-defined draperies. Some draperies have been deeply carved with relief equivalent to Ms. Liberty’s elbow and knee. 
Careful examination indicates that most early draperies are heavier and uniquely different from the standard full drapery 
seen in 1845 and later. We believe the practice of reengraving the drapery on working dies ended with Gobrecht’s death in 
1844. 

Gobrecht’s skill as an engraver is well known. It is not surprising that he would 
strengthen the drapery on each working die to protect his design from extinction. Also, 
it appears that Gobrecht (or his underlings) were routinely busy reinforcing other 
elements of the half dollar design as they prepared working dies for the U.S. Mint and 
the New Orleans Branch Mint. 

The most obvious and prolific evidence of re-engraving handiwork is found in 
the tail dies throughout the 1840’s and is characterized by extended shield lines. 

Vertical die defects are routinely seen (some quite spectacular) cutting across the 
horizontal stripes in the shield and (to a lesser extent) into the tail feathers below the 
shield. Sometimes we see the bottom few horizontal stripes cut across the left edge of 
the shield. We believe these extended shield lines were created as the mint employee 
would overextend a stroke with a graver (a hand held engraving tool) and cut into an 
adjacent design element represented as a positive image on the die (recessed on a 
corresponding coin). An example of extended shield lines is shown in the 
accompanying photograph. 

Another example of re-engraving handiwork involves re-engraved foot 
support. Certain head dies have a very noticeable, heavily re-engraved foot support. It 

appears this re-engraving was done to strengthen the appearance of the rock below Liberty’s sandal. All patterns of this re- 
engraving observed by the authors differ, supporting a theory the engraving was done by hand. This characteristic appeared 
for only a few years as depicted in the following table: 


TABLE 6-1. Dates with Re-engraved Foot Support. 



Extended Shield Lines 


DATE 

P-MINT 

O-MINT 

1842 Medium Date 

X 

X 

1843 

X 


1844 


X 



Re-engraved Foot Support 


In addition to the re-engraving handiwork described above, 
many 1840’s Philadelphia and New Orleans head dies show similar 
patterns of raised arching lines in the obverse shield and Liberty’s skirt. 
We believe these arching lines are residuals from the finishing process 
used by mint employees on the working dies after they had finished the 
re-engraving. We assume that this process was eventually perfected or 
changed to the point where these Die Lines in Liberty’s Gown were 
no longer visible on the finished working die. Comparison of these 
lines from different dies will show they are unique patterns and can be 
used to “fingerprint” a working die. 



Circular die lines in skirt 
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


Branch Mint Proof Coinage. Branch mint proof coinage has long been documented. Walter Breen has listed specific 
examples in his proof coinage reference [8] and has personally authenticated various coins as branch mint proofs. 

The foundation for the existence of branch mint proof coins can be found in two Carson City Branch Mint letters 
contained in [18]. The first letter, dated June 8th, 1870 was sent by Abraham Curry, Superintendent of the Carson City 
Branch Mint to James Pollock, Director of the Mint and states: “I send today by Express a Fine Gold Bar weight 5.74 ozs, 
which the assayer of this Branch, desires to exchange as follows, say, 4' oz. proof Gold and an equivalent in proof silver for 
balance of the bar...” A. Curry further stated in another letter to the same dated August 18, 1870: “I have to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of 9th instant transmitting express receipt for proof Gold and Silver ordered in my letter of June 
8th. The box containing the above came safely this A.M.” This is the first use of the term “proof’ that we have found in 
our search of Archives records. 

The exact nature of the “proof Gold and proof Silver” is unknown but the term “proof’ implies specially prepared 
gold and silver specie for use in special coinage. It is unclear whether this “proof’ gold and silver are specially prepared 
planchets or ingots refined to specific standards. In any case, the term “proof’ denotes a special status. 

The first letter above indicates that the silver equivalent of 1.24 ounces of gold would be available for silver 
denomination coinage. Assuming the 1870 silver-to-gold ratio of 16 to 1, simple arithmetic dictates that 19.84 ounces 
(8680 grains) of proof silver would be available for use at the Carson City Branch Mint. The possible permutations of 
distribution of this silver among the silver denominations is lengthy but, assuming 25% of this weight was in half dollar 
planchets, a minimum of 11 proof half dollars dated 1870 or later could exist. These 11 planchets could account for the few 
1871-CC one-sided proof half dollars seen today. Presumably, proofs coins of other dates and denominations exist. 
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1839 



MINTAGE: 1,972,400 


PROOFS: No-Drapery: less than 6 known. 
With-Drapery: Unknown. 


VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort:.substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented..6 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.5 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.6 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (144, 148) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range:.1.198 to 1.212 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. NO-DRAPERY. (2 HEAD DIES) 

This variety is lacking the three folds of drapery from Liberty’s elbow and has a rock close (.32 inches) to 
the first star. These were supposedly struck in August 1839. See Chapter 1 for further information on this 
variety. One reverse die, utilized on the so-called proofs and some business strikes of this year, is 
extensively cracked as follows: one crack starts from the left of HALF under the olive leaves and circles 
the rim in a counter clockwise direction to the M in AMERICA; the second crack bisects the reverse die 
from the rim by the lowest olive leaf through the eagle, shield and R in AMERICA to the rim. Coins 
with this last cracked reverse are very scarce. (See [16] pages 310-311.) (Breen-4743 and 4744) 


WB-102. WITH-DRAPERY. (3 HEAD DIES) 

The design was changed to include three folds of drapery from Liberty’s elbow, slightly reducing the rock, 
and increasing the distance (.70 inches) to the first star. We believe the rock was carved away from the 
master hub to balance the metal flow during coin striking from the addition of the drapery below the 
elbow. (Breen-4745 and 4746) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R5- 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R6- 

WB-102 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R5+ 


No-Drapery: Better date in low grades, scarce in higher grades. Very rare in mint state. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 13 (Ranked 50 of 122). 
With-Drapery: Slightly more available than the No-Drapery, still rare in mint state. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 19 (Ranked 57 of 122). 
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1839 

(Continued) 


No-Drapery: 


G 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 
VG F VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 


CDN 

30 

45 

90 

235 

550 

1750 

3500 

5000 


NN 

38 

65 

110 

250 

650 

1150 

2350 

8000 


Redbook 

30 

50 

80 

225 

650 


6250 



Trends 

40 

53 

95 

250 

800 

1850 

4250 

7500 


WB 

112 

168 

224 

336 

560 

1120 

2800 

5600 

With-Drapery: 


G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 


CDN 

17 

25 

37 

62 

92 

155 

350 

1050 


NN 

20 

25 

40 

70 

115 

265 

450 

2500 


Redbook 

23 

28 

35 

50 

90 


575 



Trends 

20 

33 

49 

83 

125 

265 

450 

2300 


WB 

24 

36 

48 

72 

120 

289 

748 

1756 


COMMENTS: Coins of these varieties are often weakly struck. Some No-Drapery coins have extremely weak centers 
(Liberty’s breast and Eagle’s left leg). Other No-Drapery coins have weak edges (Liberty’s head, AM in 
AMERICA, and the denticles on the tail die along the southeast border). No-Drapery coins are in great 
demand as a type coin and are priced accordingly. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Buyer beware: we have seen a With-Drapery specimen with the drapery removed 
from the coin by alteration (thereby effecting a no drapery coin). Genuine With-Drapery coins have the 
smaller rock and noticeable greater distances from the rock to the first star; compare this feature with later 
dated halves. We have not seen one, but it is possible that a genuine with-drapery specimen could exist 
in a late die state with the drapery polished off the die. 

The rare Bust type obverse/so-called small letter reverse (Judd-100a) does not use a regular issue Liberty 
Seated small letter reverse. It has a reverse with letter size (.070 inches) which is larger than the small 
letters (.060) reverse but smaller than the medium letters bust reverse (.080). We have been able to trace 
the existence of only four of these, all circulated. 

The open and closed 9 and claw features described in Breen [9] are indicative of differences in die 
preparation and die states rather than different die design characteristics. Even with side by side 
comparison of both features (open versus closed), they are nearly impossible to distinguish. 

This is the only date where the no-drapery characteristic was a design feature for Liberty Seated half 
dollars. 




WB-102. With-Drapery 
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1840 



MINTAGE: 1,435,008 


PROOFS: less than 6 known. 


VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort:.substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented:.10 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.9 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.10 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (145, 146, 148) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range:.1.207 to 1.216 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.4 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (6 HEAD DIES) 

Most die pairs for this date are within this variety. (Breen-4748) 

WB-102. RECUT 40. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 4 is recut north with evidence of doubling below the base and crossbar of the prominent 4- The 0 is 
recut northwest with doubling showing plainly to the lower right of the prominent 0. In late die states, 
the tail die is faintly bisected by a crack from the rim through N in UNITED, eagle, R in AMERICA to 
the rim. In this later die state, the doubling on the 0 is very weak from die polishing. 

(Included in Breen-4750) 


WB-103. TRIPLED 0. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 0 has been punched three times: it has dramatic doubling from two misguided punches evident both 
above and below the prominent 0. (Included in Breen-4750) 

WB-104. DOUBLED DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The digits 18 are repunched east with clear doubling visible to the west of the prominent 18. The digits 
40 are recut south with faint doubling on the upper tip and crossbar of the 4 and more heavy doubling to 
the north of the 0. (Breen-4749) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2+ 

R4+ 

WB-101 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R5 

WB-102 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R5- 

R6+ 

WB-103 

R3 

R3 + 

R4 

R5 

R6+ 

WB-104 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R5- 

R6+ 


A common date but scarce in XF and higher. Extremely scarce in mint state. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 48 (Ranked 88 of 122). 
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1840 

(Continued) 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

19 

26 

39 

60 

90 

200 

325 

975 

NN 

17 

20 

30 

60 

110 

350 

575 

2300 

Redbook 

20 

30 

40 

75 

125 


550 


Trends 

23 

39 

55 

78 

125 

250 

500 

1850 

WB 

24 

36 

48 

72 

120 

235 

586 

1296 


COMMENTS: Coins of this date are often sofdy struck around the Liberty’s head and breast and the eagle’s left leg and 
neck feathers. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The 1840 Medium Letters reverse is not a product of the Philadelphia Mint but of 
the New Orleans Branch Mint. See the design chapter in this book and 1840-0 WB-101 for more details. 
One rare obverse (less than 6 known to the authors) included in WB-101 has a large check mark shaped 
die crack from the head through the cap to the rim above the 9th star. Another obverse in WB-101 has a 
slightly recut 8 (left outside edge of the top loop) which we consider too minor for a separate listing. 
Underrated since most of the price guides fail to take into account its demand as a small letter reverse type 
(the only common small letter reverse dates are the 1839 With-Drapery, 1840-P and 1840-0). 



WB-102. Recut 40 WB-103. Tripled O 



WB-104. Doubled date 
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1840*0 




MINTAGE: 855,100 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort:.extensive 

N umber of Die Marriages Documented:.14 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.6 

Number ofTail Dies Identified:.11 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (144, 145, 146) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range:.1.181 to 1.197 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.4 


WB-101. 1838 TAIL HUB. (1 TAIL DIE WITH NO MINTMARK AND MEDIUM LETTERS) 
Long thought to be a product of the Philadelphia Mint, this variety was actually struck at New Orleans 
with a leftover bust tail die with medium letters and without a mintmark. This is a one year type coin 
with a single tail paired with two head dies. A tail die state without die cracks is unknown to the authors. 
In latter die states paired with the second reverse, the tail die is very extensively cracked with multiple 
radial cracks and many details are polished off the die. (See [14] page 263, [15] pages 233-236, and [16] 
pages 314-318.) (Breen-4747 as a P-Mint) 

WB-102. VERY SMALL MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

Struck from a single pair of dies but found with two different edge collars (144 and 145 reeds). The very 
small mintmark has been previously identified by some as a small mintmark. (See [16] page 319.) (Breen- 
4752) 

WB-103. SMALL MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This tail die, almost always severely cracked, is struck with remarkable detail for a deteriorated die. Coins 
struck without die cracks are rare. The small mintmark has been previously identified by some as a 
medium mintmark. (Breen-4751) 

WB-104. LARGE MINTMARK. (8 TAIL DIES) 

All tail dies are known to be cracked in late die states. Although collectively this is the commonest of the 
mintmark size varieties, a few specific large O marriages are individually much rarer than any of the above 
varieties. (Breen-4753) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VE 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R5+ 

WB-101 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

WB-102 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

WB-103 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

WB-104 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R6+ 


The 1840-0 is a slightly better date in low grades but rare in mint state. 

No mintmark: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 5 (Ranked 22 of 122)*. 

Mintmarked, all mintmark sizes: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 12 (Ranked 43 of 122). 
* = This total may contain some “small letters” 1840-P’s slabbed by PCGS. 
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1840 0 

(Continued) 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 


1838 Tail Hub 


(1840 Medium Letters) 

G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

85 

125 

185 

240 

400 

675 

1500 

3100 

NN 

85 

120 

175 

250 

450 

700 

2000 

3200 

Redbook 

35 

45 

75 

150 

300 




Trends 

105 

150 

220 

305 

575 

1300 

2750 

5500 

WB 

224 

336 

448 

672 

1120 

2240 

5600 

11200 

1840-0: 

G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

17 

20 

36 

65 

75 

160 

325 

1150 

NN 

17 

23 

34 

60 

125 

300 

585 

2350 

Redbook 

20 

28 

35 

50 

90 


600 


Trends 

20 

31 

48 

73 

100 

240 

545 

2300 

WB 

24 

36 

48 

72 

120 

324 

854 

2600 


COMMENTS: Many of these coins are weakly struck, most have dramatically cracked die states, and a few have been 
found with bits of iron imbedded in the planchets. All these demonstrate the early minting problems of 
this new branch mint. This date is probably one of the most interesting to study: this is the only year 
with very small and small mintmark sizes, there are a variety of edge collars used (and consequently reed 
counts), and there are four major varieties. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [14] pages 283-291 and [15] page 237.) 

This is the only date where the medium letters tail die is known. See WB-101 for more information. 
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1841 




MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


310,000 

Authors’ Research Effort:. 

Number of Die Marriages Documented:. 

Number of Head Dies Identified:. 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:. 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified: 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range:. 

Number of Major Varieties:. 


PROOFS: less than 6 known. 

.substantial 

.4 

.3 

.3 

.2 (146,148) 

.1.209 to 1.217 inches 

. 2 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (2 HEAD DIES) 

There are at least 3 die pairs under this variety which can be distinguished by date position and vertical 
die lines in the reverse shield. (Breen-4754) 


WB-102. RECUT 18. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 18 is recut north with the base of the 1 and bottom outside loop of the 8 showing light doubling. 
(Breen-4755) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R2- 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R6+ 

WB-101 

R2 + 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7- 

WB-102 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 


Scarce in low grades; very scarce in mint state. 

Total MS PCGS/N GC/ AN ACS = 8 (Ranked 32 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

22 

33 

62 

105 

165 

250 

900 

1725 

NN 

45 

55 

70 

125 

265 

425 

1300 

2100 

Redbook 

23 

30 

60 

90 

175 


1000 


Trends 

30 

40 

85 

150 

260 

440 

1550 

2750 

WB 

51 

77 

102 

154 

256 

520 

1306 

2912 


COMMENTS: Many 1841 ’s are softly struck with weakness 
around Liberty’s head and breast and the eagle’s 
left leg and neck. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: All tail dies have very 
dramatic recut vertical die defect lines. See the 
Introduction of this chapter for additional 
information. 



WB-102. Recut 18 
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1841*0 



MINTAGE: 401,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort:.extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented:.11 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.7 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.8 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (145,146) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range:.1.180 to 1.198 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. LARGE MINTMARK. (6 TAIL DIES) 

Nine marriages using 6 tail dies (with minor mintmark placement variations) and 6 head dies have been 
documented. One of these tail dies is transitional with 1842-0 small date but in a later die state and 
therefore struck after the 1842-0. (Breen-4757) 

WB-102. MEDIUM MINTMARK. (2 TAIL DIES) 

Both tail dies are paired with the same obverse. One tail with a heavy baseball die crack pattern similar to 



the seams on a baseball is very rare. (Breen-4756) 




RARITY: 

All Grades G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 


All varieties R1+ R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R5+ 


WB-101 R1+ R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R5+ 


WB-102 R3 R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7 


1841-O’s with a large mintmark are much more common 

than those with a 

medium mintmark 


grades. 





Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 21 (Ranked 62 of 122). 





G 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 
VG F VE 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 29 

60 

85 

155 

475 

1025 

NN 

24 

35 45 

90 

150 

240 

875 

2400 

Redbook 

17 

25 35 

50 

90 


800 


Trends 

14 

23 48 

68 

135 

275 

900 

2650 

WB 

29 

43 58 

86 

144 

310 

786 

1984 
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18410 

(Continued) 


COMMENTS: All reverse dies are cracked in later dies states, some very severely. Of the two different reed counts seen, 
the most common is 145. Planchets have been seen with imbedded bits of iron (as in 1840-0) attesting 
to the minting problems experienced in the early years of operation. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: A hoard of about 40 pieces of unknown variety (Coin Galleries 11/88, Lot 2166, has 
a photo of a BU 1841-0 reported to be from the Clearwater hoard. The mintmark in the photograph 
looks like a medium O.) surfaced years ago in Clearwater, Florida on the site of the former Fort Harrison. 
They were presumably buried by a soldier stationed there at the time of issue. 



WB-101. Large mintmark WB-102. Medium mintmark Baseball die crack partem 
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MINTAGE: 2,012,764 


PROOFS: Small date: less than 6 known. 
Medium date: Unknown. 


VARIETIES: 


Authors’ Research Effort:.substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented:.12 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.7 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.10 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (145, 148) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range:.1.201 to 1.216 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.6 


WB-101. SMALL DATE. (2 HEAD DIES) 

One of the head dies is paired with three tail dies (WB-103 and two normal tail dies). The two normal 
tail die marriages have different reed counts (145 and 148) and both tail dies are radially cracked in 
different locations: one though the A in HALF (scarce) and the other through the O in DOL (common). 
The second head die is the WB-102 marriage. (Breen-4759) 

WB-102. SMALL DATE, CUD OVER TAT. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This interesting variety has a very heavy advanced die break (cud) on the rim above the letters TAT in 
STATES. This cud is visible on VG-10 coins and higher and has been on all but one of this tail die seen 
by the authors. Most likely this portion of the rim broke away very early in the life of the die. Coins 
without the cud are very rare. This reverse die is cracked along the bottoms of the letters HALF DOL. 
and along the tops of MERI on all examples seen. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-103. SMALL DATE, DOUBLED TAIL DIE. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This variety has a dramatically doubled tail die. The doubling is visible to the unaided eye and is most 
obvious on the letters UNITED STATES OF AMERICA and in the field along the upper outline of the 
eagle’s head and neck and the shield upper right edge. There are also very heavy die lines extending the 
vertical and horizontal shield lines. The head die is the same as WB-101. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-104. MEDIUM DATE. (3 HEAD DIES) 

These medium date dies are categorized as having normal dates (no signs of recutting). Die cracks and die 
file lines are common for these die pairs. (Breen-4760) 

WB-105. MEDIUM DATE, TRIPLED DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This variety has the digits 842 slightly repunched north one above the other three times. It is paired with 
two different tail dies, both of which are cracked differently. (See [15] pages 238-239.) (Breen-4763) 

WB-106. MEDIUM DATE, RECUT 8 AND ERRANT 8. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 8 is recut west with very strong doubling evident to the east of the prominent 8. Also, the upper loop 
of a third 8 shows plainly just right of the shield’s point in the hemline of Liberty’s gown. The foot 
support is heavily re-engraved. This head die is paired with two different tail dies which have distinct die 
cracks. (Breen-4762) 
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RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R5- 

WB-101 

R2- 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R6+ 

WB-102 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R8- 

WB-103 

R6- 

R6+ 

R7 

R7+ 

UNK 

WB-104 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R5+ 

WB-105 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R7 

WB-106 

R2+ 

R3 

R4+ 

R5 

R7 


The small date is scarce in low grade and rare in mint state. Based on the number of dies found and 
specimens observed, we believe the small date to be scarcer than the medium date in all grades. 

Small date: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 9 (Ranked 35 of 122). 

Medium date: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 24 (Ranked 67 of 122). 


1842-P Small Date: 

G 

DECEMBER 
VG F 

1992 VALUES 
VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

18 

33 

55 

70 

85 

160 

500 

975 

NN 

27 

32 

40 

75 

125 

325 

1300 

2600 

Redbook 

20 

30 

40 

60 

125- 

900 



Trends 

21 

38 

58 

85 

160 

350 

1000 

2500 

WB 

40 

60 

80 

120 

200 

444 

1132 

2788 

1842-P Medium Date: 

G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

22 

35 

51 

75 

140 

325 

850 

NN 

16 

21 

33 

50 

75 

120 

1250 


Redbook 

16 

26 

35 

50 

100 


650 


Trends 

14 

32 

47 

60 

100 

225 

505 

1850 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

226 

600 

1608 


COMMENTS: The small date varieties are flatly struck; upon change to the new large letter reverse in this year, the 
striking detail was improved. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: It is entirely possible that a small date obverse could be paired with a small letter 
Philadelphia Mint reverse (similar to that found on all 1841 half dollars and some 1842 New Orleans 
Branch Mint coins); this combination is presently unknown and if found, would be extremely rare. See 
Chapter 2 for information on date sizes. 
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1842-0 



MINTAGE: Small date: 203,000 PROOFS: None. 

Large date: 754,000 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort:.extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented:.13 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.8 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.11 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified: .. .4 (143, 144, 145, 146) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range:.1.183 to 1.207 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.3 


WB-101. SMALL DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

One bead and 2 tail dies with small letters are paired in 2 marriages for this major variety. The head die 
always has very heavy die lines by Liberty’s left hand. Both tail dies have a large mintmark, each placed 
differently: one high and over the left side of the L in HALF while the other is lower and centered over 
the L in HALF. This later die is seen with a crack between AL in HALF and is transitional with 184TO 
but in an earlier die state than that used in 1841; therefore, this 1842-0 marriage was struck before the 
1841-0. (Breen-4758) 

WB-102. MEDIUM DATE. (6 HEAD DIES) 

Six head and 8 tail dies with large letters paired in 10 marriages are utilized for this major variety. Each 
can be distinguished by differences in date and mintmark placements. Most come cracked in late die 
states though can be found perfect. Finding all these may challenge the collector as some are quite rare. 
One marriage in early die states can rarely be found with the tail die rotated. Two seen have been rotated 
180° and 90° counterclockwise. This same marriage in very late die states can be found with normal die 
alignment and with a heavy cud above ITE of UNITED. (Breen-4764 as a large date) 

WB-103. MEDIUM DATE, ERRANT 4 IN GOWN. (1 HEAD DIE) 

A single head and tail die with large letters comprise this major variety. There is a remnant (upper left 
triangle) of a misplaced 4 in the gown of Liberty approximately .025” from the end of the scroll. It is 
plainly visible on coins grading as low as VG. This variety is also interesting for two other reasons: (1) it 
comes with two different reed counts: 145 and 146 and (2) the diameter of this variety is larger than any 
other 1842-0 (1.207” versus 1.190”, the difference plainly visible upon side-by-side comparison). This 
variety is often weakly struck on the coin’s center. (Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

WB-101 

R4+ 

R5 

R5 + 

R6+ 

R8 

WB-102 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R7 

WB-103 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R8 
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WB-101 is extremely scarce in all grades (but especially above XF) and it is one of the key varieties of the 
entire series. Only one true uncirculated WB-101 is known (Auction 86: lot 200). The medium date is a 
better date in low grades and is currently extremely rare in mint state. 

Small date: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 0 (Ranking tied for 3 of 122). 

Medium date: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 4 (Ranked 21 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 


1842-0 Small Date 

G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

400 

650 

975 

1350 

2750 

5000 



NN 

700 

1000 

1400 

2500 

5000 




Redbook 

350 

700 

1000 

2000 

3500 




Trends 

575 

800 

1250 

1800 

3000 

6750 



WB 

800 

1200 

1600 

2400 

4000 

5205 

11632 

23264 


1842-0 Medium Date 

G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

18 

29 

47 

75 

175 

525 


NN 

17 

23 

34 

65 

115 

245 

500 

2650 

Redbook 

16 

23 

33 

45 

80 


525 


Trends 

13 

24 

39 

65 

140 

215 

535 

2225 

WB 

27 

41 

54 

82 

136 

456 

1234 

2988 


COMMENTS: One marriage of WB-101 usually comes very weakly struck; the other almost always stronger. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The Louisiana hoard of 31 WB-lOl’s was studied by Wiley in June 1986 before 
dispersion. The hoard break down by grade was as follows: AG (3), G (4), VG(6), F (5), VF (8), XF (4), 
AU (1). See Chapter 2 for information on date sizes. 





WB-101. Small date 



WB-102. Medium date 



WB-103. Medium date, errant 4 in gown 
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1843 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 



3,844,000 


PROOFS: less than 6 known with a tail 
die bisected by a die crack. 


Authors’ Research Effort:.substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented:.28 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.17 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.26 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (144, 145) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range:.1.193 to 1.211 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.5 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (13 HEAD DIES) 

Most die marriages are categorized under this variety. (Included in Breen-4765) 


WB-102. RECUT DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This variety has a single die pair. The final date on this head die was punched obliquely down to the 
right. Signs of an earlier date are evident on the top right curve of the lower loop of the prominent 8, 
above the crossbar left of the stand, and between the right base and serif of the prominent 4, and most 
obviously above the ball of the prominent 3. There is less significant doubling below the base of the 
prominent 1. The die’s foot support has been re-engraved. The tail die has the most dramatic vertical 
lines extending into the horizontal shield lines that we have seen. (Included in Breen-4765) 


WB-103. RECUT 4. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 4 is slightly repunched north; doubling shows plainly below the crossbar and the foot of the 4. This 
head die has a re-engraved foot support and is paired with two distinctively cracked tail dies, the first of 
which is heavily clashed and found with a railroad rim (See the March 7, 1979 issue of Coin World, page 
56 for a photo). (Breen-4766/Beistle-3C [3] erroneously called double date.) 

WB-104. CENTER DOT HEAD DIE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This head die is paired with four different dramatically cracked tail dies and it has an obvious raised lump 
in the center of Liberty’s lap on her left leg. We believe it to be the reverse image of a compass point 
“hole” temporarily on the working hub. Likewise, a similar hole in the center of the coin is the key to 
identifying this variety. It can be seen even on VG coins. For lack of historical documentation, we 
believe the ‘hole’ is a compass point used to center a tool during hub work. An 1844-0 head die (WB- 
102) has a similar center dot indicating that these two dies were made in late 1843. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-105. TRIPLED 43. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The digits 43 are slightly repunched north three times, one above the other. The most visible remnants 
are on the crossbar of the 4. A small rim cud is visible on high grade coins between stars 6 and 7. The 
recutting fades on late die state coins. Liberty’s foot support has been re-engraved. There are two 
marriages for this variety. (See [16] pages 320-321.) (Included in Breen-4765) 
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1843 

(Continued) 


RARITY: 



All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R4+ 

WB-101 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R5 

WB-102 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

WB-103 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

WB-104 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

WB-105 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

Most common of the early dates. 





Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS 

= 38 (Ranked 82 of 122). 





G 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 
VG F VE 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

41 

60 

110 

325 

900 

NN 

16 

21 

30 

65 

90 

180 

410 

1150 

Redbook 

16 

23 

33 

42 

75 


500 


Trends 

13 

22 

40 

53 

80 

180 

350 

850 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

200 

520 

1296 


COMMENTS: Even with the extensively cracked tail dies, most 1843 half dollar are struck with remarkable detail. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [15] pages 240-241.) This date is one of the authors’favorites. It has numerous 
repunched dates and almost every tail die is dramatically and differently cracked. 

Many head dies have re-engraved foot supports as described in the introductory section of this chapter. 
Unlike the other years ending in a 3 where the top of the 3 is rounded, the style of 3 used in this year is a 
flat top. 
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18430 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 




2,268,000 


PROOFS: None. 


Authors’ Research Effort:.extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented:.17 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.10 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.8 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (145, 146) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range:.1.180 to 1.216 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.3 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (9 HEAD DIES) 

Most die marriages are categorized under this variety. (Breen-4767 and 4768) 

WB-102. RECUT MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

Remnants of the bottom of a lightly punched mintmark (O) can be seen below the prominent mintmark. 
This die is also identified by many horizontal die lines within the vertical shield lines; the vertical shield 
lines also extend well into the horizontal shield lines. This tail die is paired with 3 different head dies; 
the repunching of the mintmark shows only on 2 of these. (See f 16] pages 322-323.) (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-103. DOUBLED DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The figures 1843 are originally punched obliquely into the die; the remnants of 18 show below the last 18 
while the first 43 shows above the last 43. This indicates a four gang date punch was most likely used in 
1843. This head is paired with 2 tail dies, the second of which is the transitional tail die described above 
but with no repunching of the date visible (original figures polished off the die most likely during the 


RARITY: 

changing of the first tail die). (Breen-4769) 

All Grades G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 


All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R5+ 


WB-101 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R5+ 


WB-102 

R3 

R3 + 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 


WB-103 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R7+ 


Less available than the 1843-P. Fairly common in low grades but rare in mint state. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 20 (Ranking tied for 59 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

18 

31 

42 

70 

135 

325 

950 

NN 

16 

21 

30 

65 

110 

250 

550 

1700 

Redbook 

16 

23 

33 

42 

75 


500 


Trends 

14 

27 

49 

60 

105 

200 

650 

1800 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

238 

636 

1400 
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1843 0 


(Continued) 

COMMENTS: Most 1843-O’s are fully struck; the eagle’s left leg and Liberty’s bust line are weak on two marriages for 
this date. The foot supports on three head dies are known to be overpolished and very weak. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: All tail dies seen have been marked with a large O. Breen-4220 (Beistle-2B [3]), 


small round O, has not been seen and is believed to be a misattributed large O. 

A lot of the collars used in this year are seen with cracks, indicating extensive use. 

Unlike the other years ending in a 3 where the top of the 3 is rounded, the style of 3 used in this year is a 
flat top. 

One of the normal date tail dies was also used in 1844-0 and can be recognized by the joining of the tops 
of tail shield vertical lines numbers 5 and 6 (counting from the left). 

Most 1843-O’s were coined with a diameter of approximately 1.210 inches. For one particular variety, the 
diameter measures only about 1.186 inches, a difference readily identifiable by comparison. The tail die, 
unique to this variety, has always been seen with a wavy die crack from the D in DOL to the lower arrow 
shaft. The reed count for this variety is 145; except for one other marriage with a normal diameter, all 
other 1843-O’s have 146 reeds. With few exceptions, New Orleans half dollars dated 1843 and later have 
noticeably larger diameters than those dated 1840-1842. 



WB-102. Recut mintmark 


WB-103. Doubled date 
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1844 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 



1,766,000 


PROOFS: less than 10 known. 


Authors’ Research Effort:.substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented:.11 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.9 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.9 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (143, 145) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range:.1.194 to 1.200 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.5 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (4 HEAD DIES) 

Most die marriages are categorized under this variety. (Breen-4771) 

WB-102. RECUT 18. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The digits, 18, are recut south; dramatic repunching shows above the serif of the 1 and the upper loop of 
the 8. This head die is paired with two tail dies, one of which is severely cracked in later die states and 
shows a small cud on a crack in the reverse shield. (See [16] pages 323-324.) (Included in Breen-4772) 

WB-103. 44 RECUT SOUTH. (1 HEAD DIE) 

On this variety, 44 is recut south; obvious doubling shows above the prominent 44- Liberty’s foot support 
has been re-engraved as on 1843 Philadelphia Mint coins.The tail die paired with this head die has an 
arching die crack through UNI. (Included in Breen-4772) 

WB-104. 84 RECUT NORTH, 44 RECUT SOUTH. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This variety has a dramatically recut date. The 8 is repunched north; the upper loop of an early 8 plainly 
shows between the loops of the prominent 8. The first 4 is tripled; remnants of earlier punching shows 
above the 4 and below the crossbar. The last 4 plainly shows signs of an earlier punching above the digit. 
The tail die is heavily and extensively cracked and may account for its scarcity. (Included in Breen-4772) 

WB-105. 44 RECUT NORTH. (2 HEAD DIES) 

There are two different head dies with very similar repunching on the last two digits. On both head dies, 
the 44 is recut north; slight repunching shows below the crossbars. One tail die has an arching die crack 
through TES to the rim in all examples seen. (Included in Breen-4772) 
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1844 

(Continued) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2 

R5 

WB-101 

R1 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R5 

WB-102 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

WB-103 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

WB-104 

R3 + 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R7+ 

WB-105 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R7+ 


Similar in scarcity to the 1844-0 in circulated grades but more common in mint state as are most P-mints 
when compared to branch mints of the same date. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 30 (Ranked 74 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

34 

60 

125 

325 

900 

NN 

16 

21 

30 

50 

85 

180 

410 

1150 

Redbook 

16 

23 

33 

42 

75 


500 


Trends 

14 

22 

37 

48 

85 

185 

350 

850 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

213 

560 

1344 


COMMENTS: Liberty Seated Half Dollars of this date are usually strongly struck including those seen with cracked dies. 





WB-102. Recur 18 
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1844*0 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 



2,005,000 


PROOFS: None. 


Authors’ Research Effort:.extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented:.20 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.11 

Number ofTail Dies Identified:.15 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (146, 147, 148) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range:.1.204 to 1.220 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.6 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE, LARGE MINTMARK. (6 HEAD DIES) 

Most die marriages are categorized under this variety including one using a tail die reserved from 1843-0. 
(Breen-4773) 

WB-102. CENTER DOT HEAD DIE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

Among the New Orleans Branch Mint halves, this is the only date where this characteristic (an obvious 
center depression in Liberty’s lap on her left leg) occurs on each coin as a result of a raised lump (center 
dot) on the working die. This characteristic is also seen on an 1843 Philadelphia Mint coin (See 1843 
WB- 104). This die is paired with 2 tail dies with different Large O mintmark placements. (Breen- 
Unlisted) 

WB-103. DRAMATICALLY DOUBLED DATE, MEDIUM MINTMARK. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This rare and popular blundered date variety is seen with a single pair of dies. The date, 1844, was first 
punched much too high and into the rock and visible even on coins in good condition. This blunder 
proves the four digit date logotype was in use as early as 1844. This tail die, also used in 1845, marks the 
sole use of a medium O mintmark size in 1844. Breen-4774 (Beistle-4E [3]), smaller round O, is believed 
to be a misattributed late die state of a large O die. (Breen-4775) 

WB-104. RECUT SECOND 4. (1 HEAD DIE) 

A single head die with the second 4 repunched south is paired with 2 different tail dies both of which 
have a large mintmark. Remnants of the weaker 4 can be seen clearly above the second 4 and is readily 
identifiable even on VG coins. This variety and the next (WB-105) are often misquoted as being the 
much rarer WB-103. (See [16] pages 325-327.) (Included in Breen-4773) 

WB-105. RECUT 844. (1 HEAD DIE) 

On this variety, the 8 is slightly repunched south while the digits 44 are slightly repunched north. The 
center of the 8 is slightly dished and there are two small rim cuds at 7 o’clock in later die states. This head 
die is paired with two tail dies, both with a large mintmark. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-106. RECUT MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

A single pair of dies comprise this variety. In early die states, the large mintmark ‘O’ is clearly double 
punched with the earlier punch visible inside the prominent ‘O’. The doubling fades with use of the die. 
(Breen-Unlisted) 
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1844-0 

(Continued) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R6- 

WB-101 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R6+ 

WB-102 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

WB-103 

R4 

R5- 

R5 

R6 

R8- 

WB-104 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

WB-105 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

WB-106 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

UNK 

Common in 

low grades, but very rare in mint state. 





Normal date: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS - 13 (Ranking tied for 45 of 122). 
Double date: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 2 (Ranking tied for 10 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 


1844-0 Normal Date, 


Large Mintmark 

G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

34 

60 

110 

345 

1150 

NN 

16 

21 

36 

55 

80 

195 

525 

2000 

Redbook 

16 

23 

33 

42 

75 


500 


Trends 

14 

22 

35 

45 

90 

235 

660 

1900 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

271 

734 

1664 

1844-0 Doubled Date 

G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 



500 

875 

1600 

3000 

4500 


NN 









Redbook 

30 

45 

60 

125 

325 


900 


Trends 

225 

425 

850 

1250 

2500 

4000 

8250 

18000 

WB 

560 

840 

1120 

1680 

2800 

3648 

8154 

16308 


COMMENTS: Nearly all 1844-0 Liberty Seated Half Dollars seen have been fully struck, but prevalent overpolishing 
(and consequent weakness) of the foot support can be found. A late state of one head die can be found 
with overpolished stars such that it almost appears to be without stars. 

This date is often seen with what we call a ‘dished 8’, where the center cross section of the original punch 
is weak. Perhaps some metal clogged the digit 8 on the working die or the punch used to sink the date 
was defective. In any case, this characteristic can be seen on many head dies of this date. 

Many of the edges for this date have raised lines between the reeds indicating imperfect or reworked 
collars. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [14] pages 292-294.) The foot support has been reengraved on some varieties 
found for this date. For more information, see the introductory section to this chapter. 

The repunched date varieties of this date were most likely struck late in 1844. In a letter [18] dated 
November 2, 1844 to New Orleans Mint Superintendent Kennedy, R.M. Patterson, the Director of the 
US Mint, stated “...The half dollar dies are in progress. They have been somewhat delayed by an accident 
in impressing the dates with the punches.” This was no doubt the work of Longacre. 

Collecting all die varieties would challenge even the most advanced collector. 
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18440 

(Continued) 



WB-102. Center dot head die 


WB-103. Dramatically doubled date, medium mintmark 



WB-104. Recut second 4 



WB-105. Recut 844 



WB-106. Recut mintmark 
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1845 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY: 


COMMENTS: 



589,000 

Authors’ Research Effort:. 

Number of Die Marriages Documented:. 

Number of Head Dies Identified:. 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:. 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified: 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range:. 

Number of Major Varieties:. 


PROOFS: less than 6 known. 

.extensive 

.5 

.4 

.3 

.2 (143,144) 

.1.196 to 1.199 inches 

.1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (4 HEAD DIES) 

All 5 die pairs we have found can be categorized under this variety. The date placement noticeably varies 
from low/left to centered to high/right. On some head dies, the area between 84 is unfinished and 84 
appears to touch. (Breen-4776) 

All Grades G/VG FAT XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R1+ R2- R2+ R3+ R6+ 

Better date in all grades, very scarce in XF and AU, very rare in mint state. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 8 (Ranked 31 of 122). 


CDN 

NN 

Redbook 

Trends 

WB 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 


G 

VG 

F 

VF 

19 

30 

44 

85 

30 

40 

50 

90 

18 

23 

33 

42 

23 

38 

58 

98 

32 

48 

64 

96 


XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

130 

200 

500 

1325 

170 

340 

900 


75 


525 


170 

350 

1000 


160 

408 

1066 

2588 


Coins of this date are usually strongly struck. 
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1845-0 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 



2,094,000 PROOFS: None. 

Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .18 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .12 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .10 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (147, 148) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.202 to 1.219 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.9 

WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (3 HEAD DIES) 

Most marriages, all with large size mintmark, are included in this variety. Breen-4784 (Beistle-4D [3]) is a 
misattributed large O included in our WB-101. (Breen-4777, 4778, and 4779) 

WB-102. RECUT 845 (1 HEAD DIE) 

Paired with two tail dies marked with medium size mintmarks (the second of which is WB-103), this head 
die has the digits 845 faintly recut west with remnants of the first punch weakly evident to the right of the 
prominent 845. All traces of doubling disappear on late die states of the first marriage. (Included in 
Breen-4781) 

WB-103. O RECUT OVER HORIZONTAL O. (1 TAIL DIE) 

A single tail die with a medium size mintmark with an O punched over a horizontal O is paired with 2 
head dies for a total of 2 marriages. The underlying O is clearly visible under 7X magnification both 
outside and within the prominent mintmark. One of the head dies has very heavy horizontal die lines 
through the right edge of the shield and Liberty’s shins. The other is a late die state of WB-102 and has a 
weak 5 in the date. (See [15] pages 243-247.) (Included in Breen-4777) 

WB-104. DRAMATICALLY DOUBLED DIE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This head die has the remnants of the lower right loop of the 5 punched .010” to the right of the date. 
The ‘far right 5’ is plainly visible on lower grade coins and recutting is visible within the other digits of the 
date. This head die is paired with 2 different tail dies, both with large size mintmarks. This variety is 
sometimes misattributed as a tripled date (see WB-106). (See [14] page 294.) (Breen-4780) 

WB-105. RECUT 84. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This head die is paired with a single tail die marked with a large O. The figures 84 in the date show 
underlying remnants of an earlier punched 84 slightly to the right of the prominent date. The drapery 
and foot support are strong but the stars are flatly struck and the rims are heavy and raised. The tail die 
has a large size mintmark and is heavily cracked in late die states. (Included in Breen-4781) 

WB-106. TRIPLED DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This popular variety has a single head and tail die marriage. The head die has the date triple punched 
north, one above the other; the remnants of the earlier punched dates are clearly visible below the 
prominent date even on low grade coins. The tail die has a large size mintmark, and it is also paired with 
other 1845 head dies and transitional with 1846. (See [15] pages 242-243.) (Breen-4782) 
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1845 0 

(Continued) 


WB-107. RECUT 18. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This head die has the digits 18 repunched slighdy north. Remnants of the first punch show plainly below 
the prominent 18. (Included in Breen-4781) 

WB-108. DOUBLED DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The date on this head die has been recut east; portions of the entire date are visible slightly to the left of 
the prominent date (much like a shadow). There is only one marriage for this variety with the head die 
paired to a tail die marked with a medium size mintmark. In late die states, the head die has no drapery, 
weak foot support, and the recutting on 18 disappear as a result of die polishing (see the drapery die states 
section in Chapter 2). (Breen-4781, 4783, and 4785) 

WB-109. FOOTLESS 1.(1 HEAD DIE) 

The head die of this variety has a missing lower left base (foot) of the figure 1 in the date. A filled die or a 
broken gang punch could be responsible for this characteristic. The die otherwise suffered very little from 
polishing: the foot support and drapery are weak but visible. This particular characteristic is seen only on 
1 head die which is paired with a single tail die with a large size mintmark. (Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 


All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 


All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R5+ 


WB-101 

R1 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R5 


WB-102 

R4+ 

R5 

R5+ 

R6+ 

R8- 


WB-103 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R8- 


WB-104 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R6+ 

UNK 


WB-105 

R2+ 

R3 + 

R4 

R4+ 

R8- 


WB-106 

R4 

R5- 

R5 + 

R6 

R8- 


WB-107 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R8- 


WB-108 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R7+ 


WB-109 

R5 

R5 + 

R6+ 

R7 

R8- 


Common in low grades, slighdy harder to find in XF/AU, rare in mint state. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 17 (Ranked 55 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

37 

67 

140 

325 

900 

NN 

16 

21 

30 

42 

100 

240 

550 

2500 

Redbook 

16 

23 

33 

42 

75 


550 


Trends 

14 

22 

37 

52 

100 

240 

685 

2200 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

250 

672 

1508 


COMMENTS: Most 1845-O’s are strongly struck, a few exceptions being found in WB-101. Many 1845-O’s can be 
found with little or no drapery and foot support. This was due to excessive die polishing, not due to a 
design change (as in 1839 No-Drapery), and should not command a premium price. No separate WB 
listings are given for no-drapery die states. See Chapter 2 section on drapery die states. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: An interesting note can be found in a letter [18] from New Orleans Mint Coiner 
Rufus Tyler to Director of the Mint R. M. Patterson. Dated November 18, 1845, Tyler states "I notice that 
the dies lately sent to us are very imperfectly raisedf;) the letters are all merging into one another so as to give a 
confused appearance on the coin...”. Although mentioned in a letter of 1845, this is a characteristic of the 
hub and can be verified by close scrutiny of coins from tail dies of this year and other dates and mints 
within this subtype. Tyler’s letter could possibly be a manifestation of his dislike for the large letter 
reverse design (as opposed to the small letter design). 



WB-102. Recut 845 



WB-103. O recut over horizontal O 



WB-104. Dramatically doubled date 



WB-105. Recut 84 



WB-108. Doubled date WB-109. Footless 1 
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1846 




MINTAGE: 2,210,000 PROOFS: Medium date: less than 10 known. 

Large date: Number unknown. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .16 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .14 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .14 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (143, 144, 145) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.197 to 1.204 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.8 

WB-101. MEDIUM DATE, NORMAL DATE. (5 HEAD DIES) 

Most of the marriages with a medium date fall within this variety. (Breen-4786) 

WB-102. MEDIUM DATE, ERRANT 6 (SO-CALLED 1846/5?). (1 HEAD DIE) 

In the past few years, the authors have found cause to question the “overdate” status of this recognized 
variety. A much stronger case could be made for this variety being an overdate than its New Orleans 
counterpart. After all, there is enough garbage inside and around the final digit 6 to satisfy everyone’s 
imagination. In fact, a good deal of what you see is actually “garbage”. The so-called “knob of 5 within 
the lower loop of 6” is actually an unfinished area within the punch (tool) used to impress the digit 6. 
The inside area of this punch was not completely scooped out when the punch was made such that a very 
heavy impression of that punch into a working die would exceed the relief tolerances of the punch and 
the reverse image of the “garbage” within the unfinished area would transfer to the working die which 
would, in turn, transfer the garbage to the coins produced. There is also some less significant garbage 
within the upper loop of the 6. The proof of our garbage theory is validated by studying blow up 
photographs of the 6 recut over horizontal 6. The final 6 of this variety is the most heavily impressed for 
that year. Nearly identical garbage to the so-called 6 over 5 varieties can be found plus much more. This 
variety (WB-102) is actually a misplaced 6 with the first 6 being punched to the northwest of the 
prominent 6 by about M of a digit. The lower loop of the first 6 is clearly visible on early die states as it 
connects the center of the left side of the prominent 6 to the center of the serif of the prominent 4- The 
right side of the lower loop of the first 6 is also visible along the right side of (within) the upper curve of 
the prominent 6. It should be noted that this remnant is curved like the side of a 6 rather than straight 
and angular like the upright of the 5. High grade coins also show signs of a third 6 as slight doubling can 
be seen along the left side of the prominent 6 which is no doubt caused by punch bounce when the final 
digit was hammered in. This head die is paired with two tail dies, the second of which is easily identified 
by a large hole near the top of the first set of vertical stripes in the shield. Heavy horizontal die lines 
appear in Liberty’s skirt off the right end of the scroll. This variety was in high demand as an overdate. 
We do not consider it to be an overdate but expect it will still be a popular variety. The bolder first 
marriage should command a higher premium. (See [16] pages 328-331.) (Breen-4787) 

WB-103. MEDIUM DATE, RECUT 8 (SO-CALLED 1846/5?). (1 HEAD DIE) 

This head die is found much less often than WB-102, but when it does, it is also called “6 over 5” because 
of a so-called “knob of 5 within the lower loop of 6”. It actually has the same “garbage” as described under 
WB-102 except that there is more garbage because the final digit was more heavily impressed than WB- 
102. It actually presents a good “garbage link” between WB-102 and WB-104 (6 Recut over Horizontal 6) 
There is no apparent reason for the 6 to be heavily impressed on this die as there are no signs of 
repunching except that the 8 is slightly recut north with slight doubling evident below the prominent 8. 
Accordingly, this variety should be called “Recut 8” or “Garbage 6”. Since the current emission sequence 
we devised for 1846-P has WB-102, 103, and 104 as being the first three of a total of nine medium date 
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head dies used for 1846, it is possible that some Philadelphia Mint employee noticed the poor relief on the 
6 punch after the famous Horizontal 6 blunder, and the relief on the punch was improved prior to dating 
the remaining head dies. Late die states of WB-103 have a rim cud to the left of the rock which may 
account for the scarcity of this variety. The tail die is known to be paired to the 6 Recut over Horizontal 
6 head die (WB-104) except the WB-103 marriage is an earlier die state. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-104. MEDIUM DATE, 6 RECUT OVER HORIZONTAL 6. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This famous variety has the 6 repunched over an earlier punched horizontal 6 (originally punched 
counterclockwise 90 degrees). The die is unfinished beneath the digits 84 and could possibly be remnants 
of earlier punched digits of the date. Most coins seen have a double rim cud below 846. Late die states 
have a reverse cud above UN in UNITED. The tail die is the same die found on WB-103 except this is a 
later die state. This variety has sometimes been called the 6 over “lazy 6”. (Breen-4788) 

WB-105. MEDIUM DATE, DOUBLED HEAD DIE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The doubling is very evident on stars 1-4, the lower left outline of the rock, and shield lines. The upper 
loop of the 8 is slightly doubled but this must be a repunched digit. This head die is paired with a single 
tail die. (See [16] pages 332-334.) (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-106. LARGE DATE, NORMAL DATE. (3 HEAD DIES) 

Most of the large date marriages fall within this variety. (Breen-4789) 

WB-107. LARGE DATE, TRIPLED 1 & 4. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The die pair for this variety was apparently used to strike the 1846 large date proofs [8]. The lower 
crossbar of the 1,4 are triple cut in an easterly direction. Evidence of the earlier punched dates shows to 
the left of these digits. Although low graded coins have not been observed by the authors, this 
repunching will most likely not appear on coins grading less than fine. The tail die has very heavy 
horizontal die lines under the lower three olive leaves. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-108. LARGE DATE, SPIKED 4. (1 HEAD DIE) 

Nicknamed the “spiked 4”, the 4 on this variety has a heavy wedge shaped tine pointing down to the right 
through the crossbar’s serif. There are two tail dies paired with this head; the first has two die lines above 
ICA to the rim, the second shows effects of die crumbling around UNITED and the arrow heads. The 
spike fades on late die states of the second marriage. (See [14] page 269.) (Breen-4790) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R4+ 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R5+ 

WB-102 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 

WB-103 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

WB-104 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R7+ 

WB-105 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R7+ 

WB-106 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R6+ 

WB-107 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 

WB-108 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 


Overall, 1846-P is common in low grades but extremely scarce in mint state. There seem to be 3 medium 
date coins available for every 2 large dates in all grades. 

Medium date: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 24 (Ranked 67 of 122). 

Large date: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 13 (Ranked 48 of 122). 

1846/ horizontal 6: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 2 (Ranked 13 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 

1846 Medium Date, Normal Date 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

15 

18 

29 

40 

70 

120 

340 

1150 

NN 

16 

20 

28 

40 

70 

175 

500 

1900 

Redbook 

16 

23 

35 

45 

80 


550 


Trends 

14 

24 

38 

50 

95 

185 

495 

1700 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

226 

600 

1508 
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1846 Medium Date, 6 Recut over Horizontal 6 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

100 

135 

175 

260 

335 

550 

1300 


NN 

140 

185 

250 

375 

550 

1000 

2500 


Redbook 

40 

60 

90 

150 

300 


1200 


Trends 

135 

170 

215 

300 

550 

1050 

2600 


WB 

128 

192 

256 

384 

640 

1130 

2754 

6464 

, Normal Date 


G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

15 

18 

29 

40 

70 

120 

340 

1150 

NN 

22 

30 

60 

80 

125 

250 

650 

2100 

Redbook 

18 

23 

35 

45 

80 


600 


Trends 

19 

27 

43 

65 

125 

190 

535 

1850 

WB 

26 

38 

51 

77 

128 

327 

854 

1904 


COMMENTS: This date is usually found strongly struck. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [14] pages 295-301.) Much confusion exists over identifying the difference 
between the medium and large date varieties for this year. It is relatively easy to correctly differentiate 
them. Besides the dramatic difference between the size of the dates (when compared side by side or when 
measured), a quick check can be performed by studying the 4. The medium 4 is connected between the 
lower serif on the crossbar and the base. Whereas, the large 4 has a noticeable separation. See the section 
in Chapter 2 on date sizes for additional information. 





WB-101. Medium date, normal date 





a 



WB-102. Medium date, errant 6 WB-103. Medium date, recut 8 



WB-107. Large date, tripled 1 and 4 WB-108. Large date, spiked 4 
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MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


1846-0 



2,304,000 PROOFS: None. 

Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .25 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .9 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .18 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified: .. .4 (145, 146, 147, 148) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.201 to 1.220 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.6 

WB-101. MEDIUM DATE, NORMAL DATE. (3 HEAD DIES) 

This variety contains the generic medium date without recutting on the date. Not counting the marriages 
of the other varieties, it is composed of 9 marriages from 3 head and 3 tail dies. (Breen-4791 and 4792) 

WB-102. MEDIUM DATE (SO-CALLED 1846/51). (1 HEAD DIE) 

This variety has a single head die paired with 3 tail dies. Beistle [3] describes this head as “...Weakly 
struck date. Upper serif of 1 is a straight light line, and 6 is re-cut over 5. No-Drapery at the elbow. Six 
heavy akcidefect lines (clash marks) are across the legs at the knees.” All this is true but the 6/5; we 
believe Beistle saw a slightly recut ball of the 6 and a die crack from the outside lower left loop of the 6 
and believed these to be evidence of an earlier 5. All coins we have seen have the clash lines and are 
without drapery from the elbow. The dies must have clashed very early (accounting for the clash marks 
across the knees) and hence, were heavily polished to remove the evidence of the clashing (accounting 
for the no drapery). All 3 marriages can be found with some searching; one tail has a cud above ITE in 
late die states. (Breen-4795 and 4796) 

WB-103. MEDIUM DATE, RECUT 18. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This variety has 2 marriages: a single head die paired with 2 tail dies (identifiable by differences in 
mintmark position and die cracks). The 18 in the date is distinctively recut north; evidence of underlying 
digits 18 show clearly slightly below the prominent 18. The head die can be seen in later die states with 
weak drapery. (Breen-4793 and 4794) 

WB-104. MEDIUM DATE, RECUT 1 & 6. (1 HEAD DIE) 

Often called an overdate (6/5), this head die has two identifying characteristics: the 1 is noticeably recut 
south (remnants of an early 1 show slightly but clearly above the base of the 1) and the inside loop of the 
6 has a raised lump which we believe is attributable to poor relief on the punch used to form the 6 (see 
1846-P WB-102 to WB-104). This die is paired with 2 different tail dies (identifiable by major die crack 
differences) to form 2 marriages. Recutting inside the 6 disappears as does most of the drapery in the 
second marriage. (Breen-4794) 

WB-105. MEDIUM DATE, RECUT 6. (1 HEAD DIE) 

Often misattributed as an overdate (6/5), the 6 is recut southwest. Remnants of the early lower portion of 
a 6 appear strongly within the loop of the prominent 6. In early die states, a weak curved portion of the 
lower loop of a 6 shows outside to the right of the loop of the 6. The head die is paired with 4 tail dies 
(identified primarily by differences in die cracks). Signs of the first 6 fade on the third marriage and 
disappear completely on the fourth. We have seen more of this variety than any of the 1846-0 listings 
except WB-101. (Included in Breen-4791) 
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1846 0 

(Continued) 


WB-106. LARGE DATE, NORMAL DATE. (2 HEAD DIES) 

This scarce variety has 6 marriages: two head dies are paired with 6 different tail dies, all easily identifiable 
by different die cracks. This number of marriages is remarkable considering its scarcity; all are very 
difficult to find and collecting all marriages will challenge the most advanced collector. (Breen-4797) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R6 

WB-101 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R7- 

WB-102 

R2- 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R8- 

WB-103 

R2 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R8- 

WB-104 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

WB-105 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

WB-106 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R8- 


Overall, fairly common except in mint state. Large date is very scarce in low grade. Only one mint state 
large date specimen, recently certified, is currently known. 

Medium date: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 9 (Ranked 37 of 122). 

Large date: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 0 (Ranking tied for 3 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 

1846-0 Medium Date, Normal Date 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

15 

18 

29 

34 

75 

175 

515 


NN 

16 

18 

28 

38 

100 

225 

550 

2500 

Redbook 

18 

25 

35 

45 

80 


600 


Trends 

15 

24 

38 

43 

98 

200 

670 

2050 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

304 

832 

2708 

1846-0 Large Date, Normal Date 









G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

105 

180 

240 

440 

650 

1000 

2100 


NN 

145 

225 

325 

550 

1000 

1800 

3600 


Redbook 

45 

70 

100 

225 

375 


1400 


Trends 

145 

250 

325 

585 

900 

1850 

3850 


WB 

160 

240 

320 

480 

800 

1476 

3632 

7264 


COMMENTS: Most 1846-0 Liberty Seated Half Dollars come strongly struck. However, this date is noted for an 
abundance of no drapery die states resulting from heavy die polishing (see drapery die states section in 
Chapter 2). 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Much confusion exists over identifying the difference between the medium and large 
date varieties for this year. Considering the premium price of the large date, it is important to correcdy 
differentiate these. Besides the dramatic difference between the size of the dates (when compared side by 
side or when measured), a quick check can be performed by studying the 4- The medium 4 is connected 
between the lower serif on the crossbar and the base. Whereas, the large 4 has a noticeable separation. 
See the section in Chapter 2 on date size for additional information. 

A small hoard of approximately 20 circulated WB-106’s was formed and recently dispersed by a prominent 
LSCC member. 

An interesting letter dated May 16th, 1846 from New Orleans Superintendent J. M. Kennedy to Mint 
Director R. M. Patterson can be found in [18]; extracted it states “...1/2 dollar die,... has already stamped 
about 120,000 pieces.” 
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1846-0 

(Continued) 
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WB-105. Medium date, recut 6 
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WB-106. Large date, normal date 


Randy Wiley &. Bill Bugert 


83 











1847 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY: 



1,156,000 PROOFS: Less than 15 known including die so-called proof 1847/1846. 


Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .12 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .8 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .8 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (144) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.198 to 1.203 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.4 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (5 HEAD DIES) 

Most marriages of this date fall within this variety. One tail die is transitional with 1848 while another 
with 1846. (Breen-4798 and 4799) 

WB-102. 1847 RECUT OVER 1846. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The head die of this very rare and popular variety has the remnants of the base of an earlier punched 1 46 
in the field southeast of the prominent 1847. The first date shows clearly on very early die states of this 
variety (grades as low as Good-6), but it fades quickly with die wear. Early die states are very rare. The 
authors have discovered that the head die is also a doubled die which shows very plainly on the vertical 
stripes in the shield. This fact plus the fact that the final date placement on this variety is higher and 
farther to the right than any other 1847-P allow late die states without signs of the 1 46 to be identified. 
Additionally, late states of the head die have heavy die clash marks in the area around the drapery, and 
they are paired with a severely cracked tail die. The latest known die state for this clashed head die is 
paired with a second tail die which is not cracked. Late die states of the 1847 recut over 1846 command a 
premium substantially less than the early die states. (See [14] page 271, [15] page 248.) Breen-4802) 

WB-103. RECUT 7. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 7 in the date is slightly recut north; doubling shows along the base of the upright. The tail die is 
heavily cracked. (Breen-Included in 4798) 

WB-104. RECUT 47. (1 HEAD DIE) 

More pronounced than the previous variety, 47 are repunched north. Doubling shows along the crossbar 
of the 4 while the lower edge of the entire 7 displays the earlier punch. (Breen-4801 and possibly 4800 
which has not been seen.) 



All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VE 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R6- 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2 

R3 

R6+ 

WB-102 

R6- 

R6+ 

R7 

R7+ 

R8- 

WB-103 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 

WB-104 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 


Slightly better date in low grade; very scarce in XF/AU; rare in mint state. 
Normal date: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 12 (Ranked 44 of 122). 
1847/1846: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 0 (Ranking tied for 1 of 122). 
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1847 

(Continued) 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 


1847 Normal Date 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

34 

60 

110 

325 

850 

NN 

20 

30 

45 

60 

90 

190 

480 

1850 

Redbook 

16 

23 

35 

45 

80 


550 


Trends 

14 

23 

35 

40 

90 

195 

530 

1650 

WB 

19 

29 

38 

58 

96 

296 

794 

1812 

1847 Recutover 1846 


G 

VG 

F 

VE 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

1100 

1700 

2400 

3000 

3850 

6500 

14000 


NN 

1500 

1900 

2500 

3250 

4500 




Redbook 

2000 

3000 

4500 

8000 





Trends 


3000 

3750 

4500 

6250 




WB 

1120 

1680 

2240 

3360 

5600 

7070 

15632 

31264 


COMMENTS: 


Most 1847 Liberty Seated Half Dollars are strongly struck with strong drapery and foot support. Cracked 
dies are common. 

This date is probably hoarded to some extent by collectors who are hoping to get them checked to see if 
they could be WB-102. 

Less than two dozen overdates (WB-102) of the 


early die state with full overdate are known and 
grade from G-6 to a so-called Proof-60. These 
command a much higher premium than the later 
die state coins without the overdate (polished off 
the die). Several high grade circulated specimens 
(of WB-102) have been cherry picked within the 
past few years by knowledgeable individuals. This 
variety has consequently received much 
attention. 








WB-103. Recur 7 



Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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18470 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 




2,584,000 


PROOFS: None. 


Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .23 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .8 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .16 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (144, 145, 147) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.189 to 1.218 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.5 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE AND MINTMARK. (5 HEAD DIES) 

Most marriages are included in this variety. All tail dies are marked with a large O mintmark. (Breen- 
4803,4804) 

WB-102. RECUT MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

The tail die has a mintmark repunched south; remnants of the top loop of an earlier O show plainly above 
the prominent mintmark. It is paired with 2 different head dies. In later die states, the tail die cracks 
extensively around the legend and the recutting disappears from die polishing. (Breen-Unlisted)) 


WB-103. DOUBLED DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The first date was obliquely punched much too high such that relative to the final date placement, the 
base of the first 1 crosses the stand of the final 1 about .3 the height of its stand, and the first 8 is above 
the final 8 by about .2 its height with remnants visible above the final 8 and along the right side where 
the two loops of the 8 join together. Remnants of the first 4 are visible above the final 4 and around the 
area where the crossbar intersects the stand. A tiny remnant of the first 7 is above the final 7. This 
blundered head die is paired with 4 tail dies which can be identified by die cracks and mintmark 
placements (1 transitional with 1846-0). Remnants of the first date are clearly visible until late die states 
of the second marriage where only the remnants of the first 4 look like tiny “horns” around the area on 
the final 4 where the crossbar and stand intersect. All marriages of this variety (but primarily the third 
and fourth) can be easily identified by a large die chip in the rock above the 4 (sometimes misidentified as 
a 7 in the rock). With each changing of the tail dies, the recutting becomes weaker and detail softer from 
die polishing. Two of the tail dies failed and formed heavy cuds; one above ITED, the other above UNI. 
The early die states with completely visible recutting are rare. (See [15] pages 249-252 and [16] pages 335- 
336.) (Breen-4805) 

WB-104. DOUBLED HEAD DIE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The head die received a doubled impression from the hub. There is pronounced doubling at the edges of 
the rock to the left of Liberty’s hand. Also, the left edge of the shield and the first two sets of shield lines 
are sharply doubled such that each set appears to be divided in three lines of two bars each. This head die 
is paired with 6 different tail dies (one transitional with 1848), all distinguished primarily by die cracks for 
6 total marriages. The head die’s details (and doubling) gradually deteriorate from polishing with each 
marriage such that for some marriages, the head die appears to be a few grades lower than the tail die. 
Three of the 6 marriages have a smaller diameter (approximately 1.190 versus approximately 1.210) and 
fewer reeds (144 versus 147) than most other 1847-Os. Collecting all 6 marriages will be very 
challenging. (See [Gobrecht Journal issue 49] pages 21-25.) (Breen-Unlisted) 
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1847-0 

(Continued) 


WB-105. RECUT 7. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 7 is recut north; evidence of the bottom of an earlier punched 7 shows plainly below the prominent 
7. This head die is paired with 3 different tails (distinguished primary by different die cracking), last two 
of these marriages have a slightly smaller diameter (about 1.190) and fewer reeds (144 versus 145). The 
third marriage of this head die suffers from extensive web-like die cracks and is rare. In very early die 
states, the bases of the 184 are very slightly recut north. (Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R6+ 

WB-101 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R7 

WB-102 

R3 

R3+ 

R4 

R5 

R8- 

WB-103 

R4 

R4+ 

R5 

R6 

R8 

WB-104 

R2 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R7+ 

WB-105 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 


Fairly common except in mint state where it is rare. 

Total MS PCGS/N GC/AN ACS = 9 (Ranked 36 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

18 

29 

34 

60 

155 

465 

1600 

NN 

15 

25 

35 

50 

95 

250 

640 

2450 

Redbook 

16 

23 

35 

45 

80 


550 


Trends 

14 

24 

36 

41 

98 

280 

800 

2200 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

304 

832 

2708 


COMMENTS: Most 1847-0 Liberty Seated Half Dollars are strongly struck. However, many dies in later die states are 
heavily polished and consequently may be difficult to find with complete detail. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Along with 1840-0 and 1842-0, this 
date is one of the authors’ favorites. It has numerous 
interesting die marriages, differences in diameters and reed 
counts, and is extremely challenging to collect. 




WB-102. Recut mintmark 



WB-105. Recut 7 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1848 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 



580,000 



PROOFS: Less than 4 known. 


Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

N umber of Die Marriages Documented: .15 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .11 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .10 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (144, 145) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.199 to 1.204 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.4 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (8 HEAD DIES) 

Most marriages are contained within this variety. One interesting head die shows crumbling around the 
date and stars. (Breen-4806 and 4808) 

WB-102. 48 RECUT OVER 47. (1 HEAD DIE) 

Paired with two different tail dies, this head die has a dramatically recut 4 and an 8 punched over 
remnants of a 7. The 4 is recut to the northwest, the first 4 is visible within the triangle of the most 
prominent 4. The upper left of the lower loop of the 8 shows the slanted upright of an earlier 7. Of the 
two tail dies, the first is cracked around most of the legend; the 48/47 is plainly visible. The 7 is not 
visible on the second pairing (the tail die has a very large lump in the recessed area between the vertical 
shield lines). (See [14] page 302.) (Breen-Unlisted) 


WB-103. RECUT 18. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 18 on this date is very strongly recut south; doubling from the first punching shows plainly above the 
upper loop (and to a lesser degree on the outside upper left loop) of the first prominent 8 and the upper 
serif and upright of the prominent 1. This is different than WB-104 (See description below). The tail die 
is a doubled die (primarily visible on the tops of AMERI and the eagle’s right wing feathers) which 
becomes heavily cracked in late die states. (Breen-4807) 

WB-104. RECUT 184. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 1 is recut south with remnants of the first 1 showing above the serif, upright and entire base of the 
prominent 1. The first 8 is recut north with slight doubling showing below the lower loop of the 
prominent 8, and the first 4 is recut north with very slight doubling below the base of the prominent 4. 
(Breen-4809) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VE 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R5+ 

WB-101 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R6- 

WB-102 

R4 

R4+ 

R5 

R6 

R8- 

WB-103 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R5+ 

R7+ 

WB-104 

R4 

R5- 

R5 + 

R6+ 

R8- 


A better date but not as scarce as currendy believed. More common than the 1845-P with which it is 
often compared. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 21 (Ranked 63 of 122). 
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1848 

(Continued) 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

24 

36 

52 

90 

140 

350 

725 

1225 

NN 

30 

50 

75 

135 

240 

550 

1400 

2900 

Redbook 

30 

40 

60 

90 

150 


900 


Trends 

34 

55 

70 

115 

190 

420 

850 

2700 

WB 

32 

48 

64 

96 

160 

328 

826 

1800 


COMMENTS: Most coins seen of this date are fully struck from dies showing little evidence of die polishing or wear. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Considering the small mintage, a much larger number of marriages are found for this 
date than expected. Either the mintage per set of dies was very low or the accepted mintage figure is 
incorrect. Based on the availability of this date, it is entirely possible the later is correct. 

Die states of this date exist with the “so-called” open and closed 4. Subjectively differentiated by the 
amount of separation between the lower serif of the crossbar and the right base of the 4, these are not the 
result of a different style punch but from die polishing. We have documented at least one case where 
open 4 and closed 4 die states exist for the same die marriage. 







WB-102. 48 recut over 47 




WB-104. Recut 184 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1848-0 



MINTAGE: 3,180,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .20 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .12 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .13 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (147) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.184 to 1.199 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.4 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (8 HEAD DIES) 

Most varieties for this date are categorized as this variety. (Breen-4811 and 4812) 


WB-102. RECUT 1. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 18 on this date are recut north. There is plainly visible doubling below the base of the prominent 1 
and much less visible doubling on the outside lower loop of the first prominent 8. This head die is paired 
with 2 tail dies; the recutting is visible only on early die states of the first die pair. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-103. INCOMPLETE MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

The lower loop of the mintmark is completely polished away. Although technically a die state of an 
obliquely punched mintmark, all 1848-O’s with this tail die have this characteristic. This die was also 
used in 1847 and the lower loop is very weak in that year, attesting to the fact all the 1848-0 WB-103s 
appear as such. This tail die is paired with 2 different head dies, one of which is transitional with WB- 
102. (Breen-Unlisted) 


WB-104. FILLED 4. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The area inside the top angle of the 4 has a large lump, partially filling it in. This most likely resulted from 
heavy die rust which pitted the 4 and also affected the central device. A single pair of dies form this 
variety. (Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R6- 

WB-101 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R6 

WB-102 

R2 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R8- 

WB-103 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 

WB-104 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 


Common in all grades except in mint state. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 14 (Ranked 52 of 122). 
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1848 0 

(Continued) 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

14 

20 

29 

34 

60 

160 

485 


NN 

18 

25 

40 

50 

95 

285 

750 

3000 

Redbook 

18 

23 

35 

45 

80 


600 


Trends 

16 

27 

40 

49 

100 

295 

750 

2550 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

265 

716 

1732 


COMMENTS: Most 1848-0 Liberty Seated Half Dollars are fully struck, have strong drapery, and foot support. On some 
varieties for this date, the base of the 1 has a small defect (triangular sized gouge) on the lower left base. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: All tail dies seen have been marked with a large O. Breen-4813 (Beistle-4D), small 
mintmark O, has not been seen and is believed to be a misattributed large O. 

Die states of this date exist with the “so-called” open and closed 4. Differentiated by the amount of 
separation between the lower serif of the crossbar and the right base of the 4, these are not the result of a 
different style punch but from die polishing. We have documented several cases where open 4 and closed 
4 die states exist for the same die marriage. 



WB-102. Recut 1 



WB-103. Incomplete mintmark 



WB-104. Filled 4 



WB-103. Weak bottom mintmark 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1849 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 



1,252,000 



PROOFS: At least 5 are known. 


Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .M 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .11 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .12 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (144, 145) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.197 to 1.202 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.6 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (5 HEAD DIES) 

Most marriages are categorized under this variety. Some of these marriages are seen with bounce die 
doubling on the digits in the date, and they are often confused with the following recut date die varieties. 
(Breen-4814) 

WB-102. DRAMATICALLY DOUBLED DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This popular variety is one of the rarities of the Liberty Seated Half Dollar series. The entire date was 
dramatically repunched east, with remnants of the bottoms of all four digits in the first date plainly and 
heavily visible in the field to the left of all the prominent digits. Additionally, there is the lower loop of 
an errant 9 partially protruding from the rock above the prominent 49, and the top loop of another errant 
9 in the denticles below the date. The reverse is lightly cracked and there are horizontal die polish lines 
in the lower reverse shield. (Breen-4816) 

WB-103. DOUBLED DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The final date is punched obliquely over the first date with the 9 being noticeably lower than the 1. This 
scarce variety has often been confused with the rare WB-102 by overzealous auction catalogers. There is 
fairly “dramatic" doubling on the digit 1 which is recut north with remnants of the first punch plainly 
visible below the serif and the base of the prominent 1. However, recutting on the other 3 digits is fairly 
minor with slight signs of doubling below the prominent 8 and 4 and above the prominent 9. This variety 
is sometimes seen with bounce die doubling in addition to the normal recut date characteristics. (See [16] 
page 337.) (Breen-4815?) 

WB-104. RECUT 1. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 1 is very faintly repunched. Above the serif of the 1 is a weak horizontal line, a remnant of the first 
punching. This variety is often seen with bounced die doubling in addition to the normal recut 1 
characteristic. (Breen-4815) 

WB-105. RECUT 9. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This variety has the 9 recut northeast, remnants of the first punching show on the loop’s lower outside 
edge and the loop’s inside upper right. (Breen-4815) 
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1849 

(Continued) 


WB-106. RECUT 184. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This variety has a lightly doubled 84 and a heavily doubled 1. There are remnants of slight doubling 
below the 8, and below the crossbar of the 4. On higher grade coins, the 8 appears to have been doubled 
punched on top of each other thereby showing two partial layers of metal. The prominent 1 has a small 
tine on the top of the serif from a previous punching as well as a heavy remnant of an earlier 1 below the 
serif of the prominent 1. (Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R5- 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2 

R3 

R5+ 

WB-102 

R6 

R6+ 

R7 

R7+ 

R8 

WB-103 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

WB-104 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

WB-105 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

WB-106 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 


Fairly common. Its availability is consistent with its mintage. Rare in mint state. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 32 (Ranked 75 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

22 

29 

41 

56 

100 

220 

675 

1025 

NN 

25 

35 

50 

85 

150 

365 

1250 

2450 

Redbook 

19 

23 

35 

45 

80 


600 


Trends 

30 

35 

48 

68 

145 

385 

810 

2500 

WB 

19 

29 

38 

58 

96 

228 

588 

1332 


COMMENTS: Most 1849 Liberty Seated Half Dollars are fully struck, have complete foot support and drapery and the 
dies are minimally abraded. However, many dies are lightly cracked. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

This date is over¬ 
priced by most price 
guides because of 
claims that many 
were melted. 




WB-104. Recur 1 WB-105. Recur 9 WB-106. Recur 184 


Randy Wiley <Si Bill Bugert 
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1849-0 



MINTAGE: 2310,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .15 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .11 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .12 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified: ...3 (141, 147, and 148) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.193 to 1.203 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (11 HEAD DIES) 

All of the marriages in this date fall in this variety. There is little to distinguish the dies except date 
placements and die cracks. (Breen-4818) 

RARITY: All Grades G/VG F/VF XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R1 R1 R1+ R2- R6+ 

Like most other dates, common in low grades, but rare in mint state. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 8 (Ranking tied for 29 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

15 

19 

29 

40 

70 

165 

515 

1700 

NN 

15 

25 

40 

60 

115 

250 

650 

2650 

Redbook 

18 

23 

35 

45 

80 


600 


Trends 

18 

25 

40 

57 

105 

275 

710 

2300 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

315 

866 

1912 


COMMENTS: Many 1849-0 Liberty Seated Half Dollars show evidence of extensive die rusting. This characteristic is 
easily recognized by small lumps or splotchy raised metal, primarily on the devices, on either the head or 
tail dies. Often these dies were polished to remove the rust but, in doing so, much detail was lost. 
However, nicely struck, full detail coins without signs of die rusting can be found with some searching. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [16] page 338.) This date has notoriety for having the most number of different 
tail die rotations, ranging from a few to 170 degrees. At a minimum, we have seen the following 
rotations: 5° counter clockwise (CCW), 9° clockwise (CW), 21° CCW, 62° CCW, 150° CW and 170° 
CW; there are probably others. A major collecting effort could easily be dedicated to assembling the 
different rotations. 

One head die included in WB-101 has a partially filled 4 much like but, to a lesser degree, the 1848-0 
WB-104. It is paired with 3 different tail dies. 


94 


The Complete Guide to Liberty Seated Half Dollars 








MINTAGE: 


227,000 


PROOFS: At least 4 are known. 


VARIETIES: Authors’Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .5 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .4 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .3 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (145) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.203 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (3 HEAD DIES) 

Most die marriages are categorized under this variety. (Breen-4819 and 4820) 

WB-102. RECUT 0. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This head die is found paired with two tail dies (one of which is shared with WB-101). The 0 is recut to 
the northwest. Repunching remnants show plainly below the outside lower right of the 0. This 
repunching fades with later die states. Likewise, the 5 which is closed in early die states becomes open in 
late die states. (See [15] pages 253-254.) (Included in Breen-4819 and 4820) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

M 

All varieties 

R2 

R3 

R3 + 

R4+ 

R6 

WB-101 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R6h 

WB-102 

R3 + 

R4+ 

R5- 

R5+ 

R7 


Very scarce in any grade. Usually costs slightly more than 1851 but is probably more available. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 11 (Ranked 41 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

125 

160 

235 

300 

400 

540 

1200 


NN 

200 

250 

340 

400 

600 

875 

1500 

5500 

Redbook 

50 

75 

100 

175 

300 


1100 


Trends 

165 

225 

285 

395 

565 

725 

1650 

5750 

WB 

104 

156 

208 

312 

520 

799 

1878 

4016 


COMMENTS: High grade, fully struck coins are typical of this date. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: We believe that the “open 5” and “closed 
5” condition mentioned by Breen (4819, 4820) is actually due 
to polishing of the working dies and not different date-punch 
logotypes. The same size and type punch was most likely used 
to impress the 5 into all working dies dated 1850. 



WB-102. Recut 0 
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1850-0 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY: 



2,456,000 PROOFS: None. 

Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .10 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .9 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .10 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (141, 148) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.192 to 1.202 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. NORMAL MINTMARK. (9 TAIL DIES) 

Most 1850-0 marriages fall under this variety category. There are at least 9 marriages with the so called 
“open 5” and “closed 5”. Included under this variety are the thin and heavy mintmark variations. The 
mintmark on the thin variation is very lightly impressed into the tail die. It shows as a very weak, thinly 
outlined large size mintmark. We have seen only one tail die with this characteristic. We do not believe 
this is due to die polishing because the detail of the other features is strong. The mintmark on the heavy 
variation is very heavily impressed into the die. The mintmark is heavily outlined and we have only seen 
one tail with this characteristic paired with a single head die. (Breen-4821,4822, and 4823) 


WB-102. RECUT MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

The mintmark was first lightly punched into the olive stem before being correctly repunched lower. 
Remnants of a first punch are plainly visible hanging from the stem. We have found only 1 die pair for 
this variety. (Breen-Unlisted) 



All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

M 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R5- 

WB-101 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R5 

WB-102 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 


Common date except in mint state. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 33 (Ranked 77 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

15 

19 

29 

38 

70 

145 

350 

850 

NN 

15 

25 

40 

55 

115 

250 

650 

2300 

Redbook 

18 

23 

35 

45 

80 


600 


Trends 

16 

24 

39 

55 

105 

275 

720 

1800 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

207 

542 

1372 
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1850-0 

(Continued) 


COMMENTS: This date is usually strongly punched with strong drapery and foot support. Two head dies are known 
with no-drapery die states. We have found very few die states with heavily cracked dies. Working dies 
were most likely replaced before they cracked. Numerous examples have been found with defective (i.e. 
peeling) planchets. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: We believe that the “open 5” and “closed 5” condition mentioned by Breen (4820, 
4821) is actually due to polishing of the working dies and not to different date punch logotypes. The same 
size and type punch was most likely used to impress the 5 into all working dies dated 1850. Nearly all 
1850-O’s seen have been with an open 5 contrary to the comment in Breen-4822. 

Some marriages show very minor recutting on the digits of the date. 



WB-102. Recut mintmark 
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1851 


MINTAGE: 



200,750 



PROOFS: Unknown but possibly one of WB-104. 


VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .4 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .4 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .3 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (145) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.207 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .4 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

Comprised of only a single marriage, we have seen an interesting example of this variety with the 
dramatic bounce doubling evident below the prominent date. Breen-4825 (Beistle-lcA [3]), was most 
likely “bounce doubling” instead of a recut date. (Breen-4824) 

WB-102. RECUT 18. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 18 on this date is recut south; doubling from the first punching shows above the upper loop of the 
first 8 and the upper serif and upright of the 1. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-103. RECUT SECOND 1. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The upper field between the 51 shows the remnants of the top of a 1 centered on line with the tops of the 
51. In late die states, a looping die cracks joins the bottoms of the digits of the date. The inside of the 
reverse shield has very heavy die polish lines. (Breen-4826) 

WB-104. ERRANT 8 IN DENTICLES. (1 HEAD DIE) 

A proof or very prooflike specimen studied by Bugert in the National Numismatic Collection at the 
Smithsonian Institute has the top of an 8 in the denticles below the space between 85. We have not seen 
another. (Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R6- 

WB-101 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R7- 

WB-102 

R3 + 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R7 

WB-103 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R7 

WB-104 

R8? 

UNK 

UNK? 

UNK? 

R8? 


A scarce date which is currently underrated. Tougher to find than the 1850-P. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 13 (Ranking tied for 45 of 122). 
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1851 

(Continued) 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XE 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

145 

190 

265 

315 

375 

480 

1000 

1800 

NN 

225 

265 

325 

415 

450 

550 

1800 


Redbook 

50 

80 

125 

200 

325 


1250 


Trends 

200 

300 

350 

385 

490 

625 

1050 

2250 

WB 

128 

192 

256 

384 

640 

924 

2134 

4712 


COMMENTS: When this date is found it usually is high grade, very well struck, lustrous, and expensive. 



WB-101. Normal date WB-101. Normal date with bounce doubling 





WB-102. Recut 18 



WB-103. Recut second 1 
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1851-0 



MINTAGE: 402,000 PROOFS: Breen [8] calls the 75 ANA: 586 a 

proof. Cataloged as a proof-like 
MS-60, we have not seen it to verify 
variety or status. 


VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .5 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .5 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .4 


Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1(141) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.198 to 1.201 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 

WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (5 HEAD DIES) 

Noticeable date placement variations exist including low, centered, and high date. (Breen-4827 and 
4828) 

RARITY: All Grades G/VG EAT XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R2- R2+ R3 R4- R5+ 

Fairly scarce in all grades, especially in XF and above. Rare in mint state. Underrated. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 20 (Ranking tied for 59 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

15 

21 

40 

55 

100 

165 

325 

850 

NN 

37 

45 

57 

90 

175 

300 

610 

2100 

Redbook 

18 

23 

35 

45 

80 


600 


Trends 

16 

29 

50 

80 

140 

360 

715 

1750 

WB 

40 

60 

80 

120 

200 

378 

936 

2032 


COMMENTS: All 1851-0 Liberty Seated Half Dollars we have seen have been strongly struck with little die cracking. 

With the low mintage and numerous dies available, it is no wonder we have seen examples of this date 
with very little die wear or deterioration. We have seen one of the four head dies in a weak, partial 
drapery die state. Perhaps, this accounts for Breen-4828. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Known die shipments for this year were 20 head and 20 tail dies plus an additional 11 
tail dies held over from 1850. We do not believe all these dies were utilized; with 51 dies available, many 
more marriages should easily be found. This has not been the case (to date, we have found only 4). 
Twenty-four tail dies were carried over for use in 1852. The mintmarks on these tail dies are all weakly 
punched, very similar to 1850-0 WB-102. 
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1852 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY: 


COMMENTS: 



77,130 


PROOFS: Less than 6 known. 


Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .3 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .2 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .3 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (144, 145) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.204 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (2 HEAD DIES) 

We have found no major varieties. One marriage has very minor recutting on the date. One interesting 
marriage can be found with a bounced die doubled date; it’s tail die has very heavy diagonal die lines in 
the recessed area of the shield. (Breen-4829) 


All Grades G/VG F/VF XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R3 R4- R4+ R5 R5 

Extremely scarce in any specific grade. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 29 (Ranked 73 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

175 

250 

300 

400 

535 

620 

1050 

1425 

NN 

300 

350 

425 

475 

650 

800 

1450 

3500 

Redbook 

80 

135 

225 

375 

525 


1500 


Trends 

245 

365 

425 

515 

635 

875 

1575 

3250 

WB 

176 

264 

352 

528 

880 

1148 

2566 

5372 


When this date is found it usually is high grade, very well struck, lustrous, and expensive. 
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1852-0 



MINTAGE: 144,000 


PROOFS: At least 3 so-called proofs exist. 


VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .2 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .2 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .2 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (143) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.198 to 1.202 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (2 HEAD DIES) 

There are two die pairs for this variety, both of which are equally available. One of these die pairs was 
used to strike the three known 1852-0 proof or specimen strikes; these dies were also used to make 
business strikes and the same characteristics exist on the proof and business strikes. The two tail dies have 
distinctive mintmark placements. (Breen-4832 and 4833) 

RARITY: All Grades G/VG FAT XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R3- R3+ R4 R5- R7+ 

The scarcest O-mint, excluding some of the early rare varieties. Underrated. Very few mint state examples 
are known. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 3 (Ranking tied for 18 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

32 

65 

110 

160 

225 

400 

1000 

1850 

NN 

65 

80 

125 

235 

350 

650 

1850 

3750 

Redbook 

40 

60 

95 

150 

250 


1100 


Trends 

43 

85 

135 

275 

450 

825 

1850 

3750 

WB 

152 

228 

304 

456 

760 

1219 

2900 

7064 


COMMENTS: Breen [8] describes the die characteristics of the so-called proofs. Proof-like business strikes can be found 
with some searching. This marriage also can be found with head die bounce doubling (Breen-4833); the 
doubling is most prominently visible on the date. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Known die shipments for this year were 12 head and 0 tail dies. The tail dies used in 
this year were from the 24 carried over from 1851. It is interesting to note that 24 tail dies were then 
carried over for use in 1853. This means that even after minting the 1852-O’s, the tail dies were saved 
until the next year. This was an uncommon practice. The New Orleans Coiner must have thought there 
was so little wear on the tail dies used in 1852 that they could be used again in 1853. 
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1853 



MINTAGE: 3,532,708 


PROOFS: Less than 6 known. 


VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .casual 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .6 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .6 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .6 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (144, 145) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.200 to 1.210 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (MANY HEAD DIES) 

There are many marriages comprising this variety which are clashed and have interesting die cracks. 
(Breen-4835 and 4836) 

RARITY: All Grades G/VG FAT XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R1 R1 R1 R1+ R3 

A common date. Currently overrated because it's a one year (2 coins) type. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 181 (Ranked 119 of 122). 

This date is one of the easiest to find in almost any grade at any coin show. 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

19 

32 

55 

175 

400 

1250 

3500 

NN 

17 

30 

46 

90 

250 

505 

1700 

4300 

Redbook 

15 

20 

38 

85 

225 


1800 


Trends 

14 

21 

44 

80 

225 

600 

1600 

3950 

WB 

35 

53 

70 

106 

176 

440 

1408 

2816 


COMMENTS: Coins struck from dies of this date are found with little abrasion and with full strikes. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [Gobrecht Journal issue 54] pages 36-37.) There is no variation in the 
placement of the date, arrows, and rays which we believe were punched into a temporary master head die. 
Each head die is found with an arrow head at each side of the date, and each tail has outstretching rays 
from its center. These characteristics signify a weight reduction made in this year from 206.25 to 192 
grains. This is the only date in the entire series that has rays on the tail die design. 

We have not expended much effort on this date due to high type coin prices. However, this date is readily 
available in all grades and many more die marriages exist along with the potential for new varieties. 

On many dies, the 1 has a tine off the right side of the upright opposite the serif. This was most likely 
caused by a die engraver’s slip while grooving out the serif with a graver. 
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1853 

(Continued) 


Most tail dies have an interesting “hole” characteristic in the first set of three bars on the reverse die. 
This was most likely caused by a centering tool to accomplish reverse hub work and similar in nature to 
the 1843 and 1844-0 “compass point" head dies. 

Examples can be found with what Breen [9] calls an open 5, the lower loop not connected. This and the 
closed 5 are from the same logotype; the open 5 is a result of die polishing. 

“Halos” can often be found around the stars, the digits in the date, and to a lesser extent, the central 
device of many head dies for this date. We believe that the cause for this *halo phenomenon can be 
traced back to the construction of a temporary master die for this date as well as 1854 and 1855. In each 
year, a regular working die was converted to a temporary master die by repunching all stars and heavily 
impressing a date and arrows heads. All elements were impressed with such force that the bases of the 
punches transferred to the die as halos around each element. These halos transferred from the master die 
to the working hub and subsequent working dies and coins such that early die state coins of all early dies 
show the phenomenon. Breen-4837 and 4838, doubled dates, are most likely reattributed “halos”. The 
doubled tail die seen in [Gobrecht Journal issue 50] pages 38-39, Breen-4839, is not included as a distinct 
variety since the authors have not seen conclusive evidence that the doubling seen on some examples is 
not bounce die doubling and/or a halo effect on some elements due to temporary master hub preparation 
(which is visible on early die states). 

One die marriage of WB-101 can be found with a reverse die slightly rotated counterclockwise. 
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1853-0 



MINTAGE: 1328,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .11 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .11 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .10 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (141, 143) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.202 to 1.204 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (11 HEAD DIES) 

Most marriages are categorized under this variety. (Breen-4840) 


RARITY: 


All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 


WB-101 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R5 


Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 23 (Ranked 65 of 122). 

High grade, attractive coins of this date are found with much less frequency than its Philadelphia 
counterpart but this does not justify pricing the 1853-0 substantially above the 1853-P since most of the 
1853-P value is type coin premium (not rarity premium). Currently overrated in grades VF and above. 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

14 

20 

40 

90 

215 

550 

1800 

6500 

NN 

19 

30 

46 

100 

290 

700 

2100 

6500 

Redbook 

16 

22 

42 

100 

250 


2300 


Trends 

19 

26 

55 

160 

450 

950 

3000 

8500 

WB 

35 

53 

70 

106 

176 

440 

1408 

2816 


COMMENTS: Coins of this date are often seen fully struck with strong details. Interesting late die state cracks can be 
seen on many coins. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: There is no variation in the placement of the date and arrows which we believe were 
punched into a temporary master head die. 

All head dies but one are found with an arrow at each side of the date and outstretching rays from the 
tail’s center. The arrows and rays characteristics signify a weight reduction made in this year from 206.25 
to 192 grains. This is the only date in the entire series that has rays on the reverse die design. 

“Halos” can often be found around the stars, the digits in the date, and to a lesser extent, the central 
device of many head dies for this date. We believe that the cause for this “halo” phenomenon can be 
traced back to the construction of a temporary master die for this date as well as 1854 and 1855. In each 
year, a regular working die was converted to a temporary master die by repunching all stars and heavily 
impressing a date and arrows heads. All elements were impressed with such force that the bases of the 
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1853 0 

(Continued) 


punches transferred to the die as halos around each element. These halos transferred from the master die 
to the working hub and subsequent working dies and coins such that early die state coins of all early dies 
show the phenomenon. We believe this accounts for the doubled head die sometimes seen. 

An interesting letter from James B. Longacre, the U.S. Mint’s Engraver, can be found in [18]. Extracted 
here, it states: "I have examined the impressions from one of the half dollar dies at New Orleans Branch enclosed 
to you by the Acting Suf>t: and 1 think it presents a somewhat irregular convexing on the face of the die, resulting 
no doubt from the hardening process... .Under present circumstances, it may be proper that the die should be 
returned or canceled at your option.” No further mention of this die is found. The effects of this die 
convexing can be seen on coins of this date. 


1853-0 No-Arrows or Rays: This variety one of the greatest rarities in U.S. numismatics. It is not a regular issue, and is 
uncollectible; there are only 3 known, all heavily circulated. 

Because of the reduction of the weight standard in 1853, the existence of these coins of the old weight 
standard cause the circumstances of their escape from the mint to be questionable. These three coins 
have no known official status; this year’s mintage doesn’t differentiate the number minted without arrows 
and rays. It was common practice in those days for the Philadelphia Mint to ship next year’s dated dies to 
the branch mint in the final months of the preceding year. New Orleans Mint records [18] don’t disclose 
when the first 1853 head dies were received at New Orleans, but most likely at least one without arrows 
was received in November or December 1852 before the anticipated weight change mandated the 
addition of arrows. A no-arrows head die was probably mated with an 1852 no-rays tail die to produce an 
unknown number of 1853-0 no arrows and rays coins. Before they were released from the mint their 
destruction was ordered because they didn’t conform to the new weight standard. The three survivors 
escaped the melting pot; they could have been caught in a coin bin and accidentally released with coins of 
the new weight standard, been paid out in salary to mint employees, or clandestinely struck for mint 
employee collector friends. The later is unlikely because all are heavy circulated. In any case, precise 
circumstances of their existence are unknown. (This variety is extensively discussed with photographs of 
two of the three known coins in [15] pages 255-262; for pedigree information, see [14] page 271.) 

Alterations to 1853-0 no-arrows and rays halves from 1858-0 halves are known but readily distinguished 
from the genuine 1853-0; the weights are different per the standards and the 5 is slanted in 1853, upright 
in 1858. Additionally, 1858-0 halves have a reed count of 140; 1853-0 halves have reed counts of either 
141 or 143. 
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1854 




MINTAGE: 2,982,000 


PROOFS: Less than 6 known. 


VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .moderate 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .9 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .8 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .9 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (144, 145,146) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.207 to 1.211 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (MANY DIES) 

There are many die marriages comprising this variety. (Breen-4845) 


RARITY: 


All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 


WB-101 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 


MS 

R4 


Very common and found in quantity at any coin show. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 69 (Ranked 95 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

18 

29 

33 

75 

195 

400 

1300 

NN 

15 

20 

29 

50 

100 

270 

675 

3000 

Redbook 

14 

19 

35 

45 

90 


700 


Trends 

14 

20 

40 

50 

110 

290 

625 

1600 

WB 

18 

26 

35 

53 

88 

220 

528 

1056 


COMMENTS: 


This date is readily found fully struck with strong foot support and drapery. The dies of this date are not 
usually found heavily cracked. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: There is no variation in the placement of the date and arrows which we believe were 
punched into a master head die. 

Each head die is found with an arrow at each side of the date signifying a weight reduction made in 1853 
from 206.25 to 192 grains. 

One tail die can be found with a heavy die cud connecting UNITE with the rim. 

“Halos” can often be found around the stars, the digits in the date, and to a lesser extent, the central 
device of many head dies for this date. We believe that the cause for this “halo” phenomenon can be 
traced back to the construction of a temporary master die for this date as well as 1853 and 1855. In each 
year, a regular working die was converted to a temporary master die by repunching all stars and heavily 
impressing a date and arrows heads. All elements were impressed with such force that the bases of the 
punches transferred to the die as halos around each element. These halos transferred from the master die 
to the working hub and subsequent working dies and coins such that early die state coins of all early dies 
show the phenomenon. 
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MINTAGE: 5,240,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .moderate 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .20 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .18 

Number ofTail Dies Identified: .18 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (141, 143, 148) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.201 to 1.210inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (MANY DIES) 

Many marriages exist for this variety. (Breen-4850 and 4854) 

MS 
R3+ 


RARITY: 


All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 


WB-101 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 


Like the 1854-P, a common date. Always available at coin shows especially from G-F. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 134 (Ranked 115 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

18 

29 

33 

75 

195 

400 

1300 

NN 

15 

20 

29 

50 

100 

265 

500 

1800 

Redbook 

14 

19 

35 

45 

90 


700 


Trends 

14 

20 

38 

45 

85 

225 

440 

1275 

WB 

18 

26 

35 

53 

88 

220 

528 

1056 


COMMENTS: Coins struck from heavily cracked dies are uncommon. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [16] pages 339-343 and 344-350.) There is no variation in the placement of the 
date and arrows which we believe were punched into a master head die. 

Each head die is found with an arrow at each side of the date signifying a weight reduction made in 1853 
from 206.25 to 192 grains. 

“Halos” can often be found around the stars, the digits in the date, and to a lesser extent, the central 
device of many head dies for this date. We believe that the cause for this “halo” phenomenon can be 
traced back to the construction of a temporary master die for this date as well as 1853 and 1855. In each 
year, a regular working die was converted to a temporary master die by repunching all stars and heavily 
impressing a date and arrows heads. All elements were impressed with such force that the bases of the 
punches transferred to the die as halos around each element. These halos transferred from the master die 
to the working hub and subsequent working dies and coins such that early die state coins of all early dies 
show the phenomenon. We believe this accounts for the doubling and tripling of features (e.g. date and 
stars) found on many dies of this date. 

One tail die of this date has massive, irregularly shaped raised metal blotches around the device and 
letters. Most likely the die suffered from heavy rusting. 

At the time of this writing, a well known LSCC member has undertaken and is well on the way of an 
ambitious project to find 1854-0 coins struck from all 55 head and 33 tail dies. 
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1855 



VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .8 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .7 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .6 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (145, 146) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.198 to 1.204 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .2 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (4 HEAD DIES) 

Many die marriages exist for this variety. (Breen-4855 and 4856) 


WB-102. 1855 RECUT OVER 854. (3 HEAD DIES) 

Each head die is paired to a single (different) tail die. In early die states, the head dies show similar 
evidence of the underlying 854 date. Most often, the top loop of the 8, the upright, loop, and flag of the 
5, as well as the crossbar of the 4 show plainly. These remnants fade with die wear and polishing such 
that in late die states only the crossbar of the 4 may show in the lower loop above the ball of the second 5. 
Different patterns of die clashing show in the drapery below the elbow. One head die can be 
distinguished by a large lump in the rock to the lower right of the shield point; the other has a die line in 
the recessed area of the end of the ribbon point. Two reed counts (145, 146) exist for this variety. At 
least 3 proofs are known and they are believed to be from a different head die than the two listed here but 
this has not been verified by the authors. (Breen-4858) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2 

R3 

R4+ 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4+ 

WB-102 

R2 

R3 

R3 + 

R4+ 

R7- 


Scarce to very scarce in all grades. Commanding a premium about double the common type price. 
Normal date: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 3 (Ranking tied for 14 of 122). 

1855/1854: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 44 (Ranked 85 of 122). 


Normal Date 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

15 

20 

29 

43 

80 

215 

725 

1750 

NN 

23 

30 

40 

60 

150 

325 

1200 

2900 

Redbook 

14 

19 

35 

45 

90 


700 


Trends 

17 

27 

45 

65 

115 

300 

925 

3300 

WB 

32 

48 

64 

96 

160 

286 

698 

1568 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1855 

(Continued) 


1855 Recut over 854 


CDN 

G 

48 

VG 

70 

NN 



Redbook 


75 

Trends 

65 

94 

WB 

96 

144 


F 

VE 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

120 

200 

250 

400 

1300 

125 

275 

500 


1400 

165 

280 

350 

775 

1800 

192 

288 

480 

811 

1956 


COMMENTS: Most 1855 Liberty Seated Half Dollars seen are strongly struck with full foot support. 


MS63 


4188 


Some late die state 


weak-drapery coins are known. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: There is no variation in the placement of die date and arrows which we believe were 
punched into a master head die. 

Each head die is found with an arrow at each side of the date signifying a weight reduction made in 1853 
from 206.25 to 192 grains. 

“Halos” can often be found around the stars, the digits in the date, and to a lesser extent, the central 
device of many head dies for this date. We believe that the cause for this “halo” phenomenon can be 
traced back to the construction of a temporary master die for this date as well as 1853 and 1854- In each 
year, a regular working die was converted to a temporary master die by repunching all stars and heavily 
impressing a date and arrows heads. All elements were impressed with such force that the bases of the 
punches transferred to the die as halos around each element. These halos transferred from the master die 
to the working hub and subsequent working dies and coins such that early die state coins of all early dies 
show the phenomenon. 
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MINTAGE: 3,688,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .moderate 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .11 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.11 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .10 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (141, 143,148) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.197 to 1.202 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (10 HEAD DIES) 

Many die marriages exist for this variety. (Breen-4859) 

WB-102. 0 RECUT OVER HORIZONTAL 0. (1 TAIL DIE) 

Struck from 2 marriages (2 head and 1 tail dies), this variety has a doubled mintmark; the first O was 
erroneously struck horizontally into the working die, then corrected producing this variety. One head die 
has the date slightly doubled, the other has a lump in the drapery under Liberty’s elbow. (Breen-4863) 


RARITY: 


All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 7 


XF/AU 


MS 


All varieties R1 


R1 

R1 


R1 + 


R3+ 


WB-101 

R1 


R1 

R1 


R1+ 


R3+ 


WB-102 

R3- 


R3 + 

R4 


R5- 


R7 


A common 

date and type. 

Similar to 1854-P and 

1854-0. 






Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 

143 (Ranked 

117 of 122). 







DECEMBER 1992 

VALUES 







G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 


CDN 

12 

18 

29 

33 

75 

195 

400 

1300 


NN 

15 

20 

29 

50 

100 

270 

650 

3000 


Redbook 

14 

19 

35 

45 

90 


750 



Trends 

14 

21 

34 

44 

85 

250 

700 

1900 


WB 

18 

26 

35 

53 

88 

220 

528 

1056 


COMMENTS: Many coins of this date appear washed out from heavy die polishing. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: There is no variation in the placement of the date and arrows which we believe were 
punched into a master head die. 

Each head die is found with an arrow at each side of the date signifying a weight reduction made in 1853 
from 206.25 to 192 grains. 

“Halos” can often be found around the stars, the digits in the date, and to a lesser extent, the central 
device of many head dies for this date. We believe that the 
cause for this “halo” phenomenon can be traced back to the 
construction of a temporary master die for this date as well as 
1853 and 1854. In each year a regular working die was 
converted to a temporary master die by repunching all stars 
and heavily impressing a date and arrows heads. All elements 
were impressed with such force that the bases of the punches 
transferred to the die as halos around each element. These 
halos transferred from the master die to the working hub and 
subsequent working dies and coins such that early die state 
coins of all early dies show the phenomenon. WB-102. O recut over horizontal O 



Randy Wiley &. Bill Bugert 
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MINTAGE: 


129,950 


PROOES: At least 3 so-called proofs exist. 


VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .4 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .4 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .2 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.205 to 1.208 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. LARGE MINTMARK. (2 TAIL DIES) 

Both tail dies are marked with a large S mintmark. There is a slight variation in the placement of the 
mintmarks with one S almost centered high above the letter F and the other being more to the right with 
the right side of the S in line with the right side of the F. One head die can be identified by a large lump 
on Liberty’s hip about .05” above the right center of the shield. (Breen-4864 and 4865) 


RARITY: All Grades G/VG FAT XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R3+ R4 R4+ R5+ R8- 

A semi key date, but currently overrated and overpriced in all grades. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 1 (Ranking tied for 5 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

CDN 

215 

315 

500 

NN 

300 

380 

550 

Redbook 

275 

375 

600 

Trends 

385 

450 

825 

WB 

240 

360 

480 


VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

1200 

2000 

2950 

5750 


1000 

2250 

6000 



1000 

2500 




1575 

2750 

6250 

14500 


720 

1200 

2400 

4800 

9600 


COMMENTS: All dies used for 1855-S coinage appear to have been drastically abraded and polished unnecessarily, 
considering the mintage. Three of four head dies identified have very little or no drapery remaining below 
the elbow. The fourth head has about 2/3 drapery. Both tails identified have incomplete vertical stripes 
in the shield. One tail has weak or missing stripes at the bottoms of the left side of the three set of stripes. 
The second tail is not as bad with only the third set of stripes from the left weak. Because all head dies 
were heavily polished, no “halo” phenomenon is present around the stars and date. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: There is no variation in the placement of the date and arrows which we believe were 
punched into a master head die. 

Each head die is found with an arrow at each side of the date signifying a weight reduction made in 1853 
from 206.25 to 192 grains. 

The “Louisiana Hoard”, assembled between 1976-1983, was examined by Wiley in April 1986 and 
contained 87 1855-S halves. The hoard break down by grade was as follows: AG/G (15), VG (27), F 
(17), VF (14), XF (9), AU (4), and UNC (1), ex-Ivy “Stanford” 7/76. 
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1856 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY: 



938,000 PROOFS: Less than 25 known. 

Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .7 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .7 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .7 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (145, 146) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.198 to 1.207 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.3 

WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (5 HEAD DIES) 

Most marriages fall under this variety. (Breen-4866) 

WB-102. RECUT 1. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 1 is recut south about a quarter of the digit with the serif of a 1 protruding from the left side of the 
prominent 1. (Breen-Unlisted) 


WB-103. SPIKED 1. (1 HEAD DIE) 

Tire 1 has a noticeable tine off the upper right side of the upright (opposite the serif) and is especially 
strong on the photographed example. We believe this spike was a result of a slip of an engraver’s tool 
during die preparation. (See [Gobrecht Journal issue 54] page 41 •) 



All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R6 

WB-102 

R8? 

UNK 

R8? 

UNK 

UNK 

WB-103 

R2 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R7+ 


A better date. Tough to find in AU. Rare in mint state. Usually priced as a common date and therefore 
underrated. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/AN ACS - 29 (Ranking tied for 71 of 122). 

WB-102 is a new variety and we have only seen the discovery piece. 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

34 

60 

110 

325 

850 

NN 

18 

25 

32 

48 

90 

150 

410 

1150 

Redbook 

14 

19 

33 

40 

75 


450 


Trends 

13 

20 

32 

43 

70 

165 

360 

850 

WB 

21 

31 

42 

62 

104 

243 

626 

1336 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1856 

(Continued) 


COMMENTS: Coins of this date are readily found and almost always fully struck. At least three pairs of dies show the 
effects of heavy die clashing in the drapery below Liberty’s elbow and in the vertical stripes of the reverse 
shield. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: A late die state of one head die included in WB-101 has heavy die cracks and two 
interesting cuds from the denticles above stars 1 and 2 (nicknamed the “sawtooth cuds” because of its 
appearance). The style of the 5 in the date was changed and implemented in 1856. The 5 on previous 
dates in the 1850's has a slanted upright; the upright of the 5 is vertical from 1856-1859. 
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1856-0 



MINTAGE: 2,658,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .12 

N umber of Head Dies Identified: .10 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .9 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (140, 141, 143) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.193 to 1.201 

Number of Major Varieties: .4 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (7 HEAD DIES) 

Most 1856-0 halves are of this variety. There are many varieties with normal dates but differences 
identifiable by minute die characteristics. (Breen-Included in 4867) 

WB-102. DOUBLED DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The head die has the remnants of an obliquely punched 1856 (slanting up to the right) under the final, 
most prominent date. The first digits show below the 18 and above the 56. (Breen-4869) 

WB-103. RECUT 56. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The digits, 56, are slightly recut north. Remnants of the first recutting show below the upper serif of the 5 
and the knob of the 6. This head die is paired with 2 different tail dies, one of which has very heavy die 
scratches under the eagle’s left wing. (See [14] page 305, [15] page 265.) (Breen-4868) 

WB-104. RECUT 6. (3 HEAD DIES) 

There are 3 other minor date recutting varieties for this date: 6 recut northwest, 6 recut northeast, and 56 
recut south. All are visible even on low grade coins. (Breen-Included in 4867) 


RARITY: 


All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 


All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R4 


WB-101 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2 

R4+ 


WB-102 

R2- 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R7- 


WB-103 

R2 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R7+ 


WB-104 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2 

R3 

R6 


A common "no motto" type after 1855. But less available than 1858-P and O. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 70 (Ranked 96 of 122). 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1856 0 

(Continued) 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

34 

60 

110 

325 

975 

NN 

15 

21 

28 

45 

82 

150 

450 

1050 

Redbook 

14 

19 

33 

40 

75 


450 


Trends 

13 

20 

32 

43 

73 

240 

475 

1000 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

172 

438 

964 


COMMENTS: Almost all 1856-0 halves are well struck even though attempts to remove the recuttings through die 
polishing are evident by slightly weak foot supports. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [16J pages 352-353 and [Gobrecht Journal issue 52] pages 7-11.) 



WB-102. Doubled date 





WB-103. Recut 56 



WB-104. Recut 6 
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1856-S 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY: 


COMMENTS: 



211,000 



PROOFS: None. 


Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .6 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .5 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .3 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.204 to 1.210 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .1 


WB-101. LARGE MINTMARK. (3 TAIL DIES) 

All three tail dies are marked with a large S mintmark. One tail die is transitional with 1857-S and can 
be identified by a horizontal die scratch in the tail feathers between the two arrow butts. (Breen-4870) 


All Grades G/VG FAT XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R2+ R3 R4- R4+ R8- 

Very scarce in low grades. Extremely difficult to find in XF or better. Only a couple of mint state 
specimens are known. Underrated when compared with 1855-S. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 2 (Ranked 12 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

30 

40 

70 

160 

250 

475 

1300 


NN 

40 

50 

70 

100 

225 

500 

1500 


Redbook 

22 

25 

35 

85 

200 


1300 


Trends 

40 

55 

95 

205 

400 

925 

2200 


WB 

120 

180 

240 

360 

600 

1084 

2654 

6264 


All coins examined have been well struck from basically “new” dies. A single no-drapery die state (Breen- 
4781) does exist for 1 head die which is quite rare (about 5% of all 1856-S coins examined). 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1857 



MINTAGE: 1,988,000 


PROOFS: Less than 25 known. 


VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .moderate 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .8 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .8 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .8 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (145, 146) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.198 to 1.203 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .-3 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (5 HEAD DIES) 

Most marriages are categorized as this variety. (Breen-4872) 

WB-102. ERRANT DATE IN ROCK, MAJOR. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This variety has heavy remnants of four misplaced digits in the rock above 857. (See [15] page 266.) 
(Breen-4873) 


WB-103. ERRANT DATE IN ROCK, MINOR. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This variety has light remnants of two misplaced digits in the rock above but not centered over the 7. 
(Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 
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All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XE/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R4 

WB-101 

R1 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2+ 

R4 

WB-102 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R7+ 

WB-103 

R2- 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R7+ 


A common date except in mint state where only 65 are currently tabulated. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 65 (Ranked 94 of 122). 



G 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 
VG F VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

34 

60 

110 

325 

850 

NN 

15 

18 

28 

45 

82 

150 

410 

1150 

Redbook 

14 

19 

33 

40 

75 


450 


Trends 

13 

20 

32 

43 

73 

165 

385 

975 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

175 

446 

984 
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1857 

(Continued) 


COMMENTS: Most coins of this date are seen with strong strikes and detail. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: There may have been two different date logotype punches used in this year: the first 
has the 18 connected at their closest point and the second has the 18 disjointed. Coins with both 
punches appear frequently. These two punches could possibly be the same logotype punch and the 
connecting line between 18 may only show on heavily impressed dates. 



WB-102. Errant date in rock, major WB-103. Errant date in rock, minor 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1857-0 



MINTAGE: 818,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .7 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .6 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .5 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.197 to 1.205 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.3 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (4 HEAD DIES) 

Most 1857-O’s have no major differentiating die diagnostics and are categorized as this variety. (Breen- 
4874) 

WB-102. ERRANT DATE IN ROCK. (1 HEAD DIE) 

Remnants of multiple (at least three) date punches can be seen in the rock and skirt above 57. There is 
also a lump in the field to the left of the serif of the 1 much like, but weaker than WB-103. The tail die is 
also paired with another, normal date, head die. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-103. RECUT DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The entire date on this variety is slightly recut north. The bottoms of all figures show slight recutting. In 
the field to the left of the serif of the 1 is a small lump; most likely the edge of the serif of the 1 from the 
earlier recutting. (Breen-4875 ?) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

E/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R7- 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R7 

WB-102 

R3 

R3 + 

R4 

R5 

R8- 

WB-103 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R5- 

R8- 


A better date, scarce in XF/AU. Rare in mint state. Underrated. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 6 (Ranked 26 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

14 

18 

30 

40 

62 

130 

600 

1450 

NN 

18 

21 

25 

55 

100 

200 

850 

1700 

Redbook 

18 

22 

35 

45 

80 


650 


Trends 

14 

23 

40 

55 

105 

275 

900 

2100 

WB 

22 

34 

45 

67 

112 

382 

1036 

2348 
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1857-0 

(Continued) 


COMMENTS: Most 1857-O’s are fully struck with strong drapery and foot support. Some coins are seen with a very weak 
legend, the result of light tail die impression. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: There may have been two different date logotype punches used in this year: the first 
has the 18 connected at their closest point and the second has the 18 disjoint. Coins with both punches 
appear frequently. These two punches could possibly be the same logotype punch and the connecting line 
between 18 may only show on heavily impressed dates. 



WB-102. Errant date in rock WB-103. Recut date 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1857-S 


MINTAGE; 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY; 



158,000 


PROOFS: None. 


Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .4 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .4 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .3 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (138, 140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.209, 1.210 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.3 


WB-101. LARGE MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

A single tail die marked with a large S (transitional with 1856-S) is found paired with 2 head dies which 
can be identified by date placement (a high date and a low date (rare)). (Breen-4876) 

WB-102. MEDIUM MINTMARK. (2 TAIL DIES) 

This mintmark is a different size and style than any previously listed. These tail dies marked with a 
medium S can be identified by some diagnostic die scratches and a very slight difference in mintmark 
placement. One tail die is paired with a normal date punched high. The other tail is paired with a 
blundered date and is listed separately below as WB-103. (Breen-4877) 

WB-103. MEDIUM MINTMARK, RECUT 1.(1 HEAD DIE) 

This blundered obverse has the left edge of the serif and base of an earlier punched 1 in the field to the 
left of the prominent date. It is paired with a single medium S tail die included in WB-102. (Included in 
Breen-4877) 



All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R5- 

R7- 

WB-101 

R4 

R5- 

R5 + 

R6+ 

R8- 

WB-102 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

WB-103 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R7+ 


Very scarce. Currently underrated in all grades, especially when compared with 1855-S. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 3 (Ranking tied for 18 of 122). 
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1857'S 

(Continued) 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VE 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

37 

50 

90 

175 

300 

375 

1425 


NN 

45 

65 

110 

180 

290 

450 

1400 

4000 

Redbook 

25 

33 

45 

90 

250 


1400 


Trends 

50 

65 

120 

220 

450 

625 

2100 

5750 

WB 

136 

204 

272 

408 

680 

1126 

2700 

5400 


COMMENTS: Sharply struck examples can be located. 



WB-103. Medium mintmark, recut 1 
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1858 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 



4,226,000 


PROOFS: Estimated to be between 80-400. 


Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented:.23 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.23 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.23 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (145,146) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.197 to 1.206 inches 

N umber of Major Varieties:.10 


WB-101. TAIL HUB VARIETY 1, NORMAL DATE. (13 HEAD DIES) 

Most marriages fall under this variety. (Breen-4878) 

WB-102. DOUBLED HEAD DIE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

A single head die is paired with a Tail Hub Variety 1. This head die is dramatically doubled with the 
most visible effects being on the lower left side (rock, shield outline and lines, and skirt). Few have been 
seen. There are also very heavy clashed lines within the drapery above the right leg. The tail die which is 
unfinished around UNITED is from Tail Hub Variety 1. (See [16] page 355.) (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-103. RECUT SECOND 8. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The date’s second 8 is repunched south, remnants of the top right loop of the 8 are plainly visible between 
the prominent 8 and the rock base. A single pair of dies comprise this variety (tail die is from a Tail Hub 
Variety 1). (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-104. RECUT 185. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The date has very slight recutting on the 185. The bases of these figures are doubled. This head die is 
paired with a single tail die from Tail Hub Variety 1. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-105. 1858 RECUT OVER INVERTED 1. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This blundered date appears to have the date repunched over an inverted date. The remnants of an 
inverted 1 can be seen as two lumps between the 58. Measurements of the distance between the two 
“lumps” verify they are the tip of the serif and left base of the 1. The few coins seen have high wire rims 
and a non-descript tail die from Tail Hub Variety 1. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-106. RECUT 18. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 18 in the date is slighdy repunched north; remnants of the first date show very plainly along the base 
of the 1 and less so along the lower loop of the 8. This single die pair variety has a tail die from Tail Hub 
Variety 1. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-107. RECUT 18 AND SECOND 8. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This dramatic blunder has the bottom of an 8 within the lower loop of the prominent second 8. The base 
of the 1 and the outside lower loop of the first 8 show less visible but evident repunching. (Breen-4880) 
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WB-108. ERRANT 88 FROM ROCK. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The bottom loops of two separate 8’s protrude from the rock above the date. Both are above and slightly 
to the right of the prominent 8’s in the date. The tail die is from a Tail Hub Variety 1 and has a circular 
crack just above the denticles below the denomination and RICA. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-109. ERRANT 85 IN DENTICLES. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The head die of this variety has the top loop of an errant 8 and the upper left of an errant 5 can be seen in 
the denticles below the prominent 85. This head die is paired to a single tail die from Tail Hub Variety 1. 
(Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-110. TAIL HUB VARIETY 2, NORMAL DATE. (2 TAIL DIES) 

Two die pairs comprise this variety, the tails each are from the new Tail Hub Variety 2. Either can be 
found with some searching. Each tail die is paired with a single, but different, head die. (Breen-4881) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 


F/VF 


XF/AU 


MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 


R1 


R1 + 


R4- 

WB-101 

R1 

R1 


R1 + 


R2- 


R4 

WB-102 

R3- 

R3+ 


R4 


R5- 


R7+ 

WB-103 

R2+ 

R3 


R4- 


R4+ 


R7+ 

WB-104 

R2+ 

R3 


R4- 


R4+ 


R7+ 

WB-105 

R3- 

R3 + 


R4 


R5- 


R7+ 

WB-106 

R2+ 

R3 


R4- 


R4+ 


R7+ 

WB-107 

R2+ 

R3 


R4- 


R4+ 


R7+ 

WB-108 

R2+ 

R3 + 


R4- 


R4 


R7+ 

WB-109 

R8? 

UNK 


UNK 


R8? 


UNK 

WB-110 

R1 + 

R2 


R3 


R4- 


R7+ 

The most common P-mint of the No-motto type. 







Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 91 (Ranked 91 of 122). 







DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 






G VG F 

VF 


XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 29 

34 


60 

110 

325 

850 

NN 

15 

18 35 

60 


80 

150 

410 

1150 

Redbook 

14 

19 33 

40 


75 


450 


Trends 

13 

20 31 

40 


70 

165 

380 

950 

WB 

16 

24 32 

48 


80 

163 

408 

944 


COMMENTS: Liberty Seated Half Dollars of this date are readily found with full strikes. 

Weak drapery and heavily clashed coins exist. One head die within WB-101 has signs of the most heavily 
clashed dies seen by the authors; four very prominent horizontal reverse shield lines show below Liberty’s 
right knee. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [15] pages 267-272, [16] page 354, and [Gobrecht Journal issue 50] pages 28-30.) 

A new tail hub was introduced in 1858. Tail hub identification criteria is contained in Chapter 1, Subtype 
IV. 

Although this is one of the most common dates in the series, it’s numerous varieties make it interesting 
and challenging to collect. Most likely, other blundered dates exist. 

A Tail Hub Variety 1 railroad rim specimen exists (Stack’s 4/91: 482) and measures 1.227 inches in 
diameter. It’s tail die has very heavy horizontal shield lines extending well into the left wing. 

Other dates exist with very minor date recutting. 

For additional information of the estimated number of proofs known, see [Gobrecht Journal issue 50] 
pages 28-30. 
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WB-102. Doubled head die 


WB-101. Tail hub variety 1, 
Normal date 




WB-104. Recut 185 


WB-110. Tail hub variety 2, 
Normal date 



WB-107. Recut 18 and second 8 




WB-108. Errant 88 from rock WB-109. Errant 85 in denticles 

(Com courtesy of Glenn Peterson) 
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18580 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 



7,294,000 


PROOFS: None. 


Authors’ Research Effort: .moderate 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .21 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .18 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .21 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.190 to 1.200 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.10 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (9 HEAD DIES) 

Most non-blundered date marriages fall under this variety. (Breen-4882) 

WB-102. RECUT SECOND 8. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The bottom loop of an extra 8 shows plainly midway between the prominent 5 and second 8. In late die 
states with the extra 8 polished away, this variety is readily identified by a huge lump in Liberty’s skirt off 
the end of the scroll and above the gap between the 5 and the second 8. (See [14] page 306.) (Breen- 
Unlisted) 

WB-103. RECUT 1 AND TRIPLED SECOND 8. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 1 is recut north about half the digit with the serif of a 1 protruding from the middle left side of the 
prominent 1. The top loops of two lightly punched 8’s show above the top of the prominent second 8. 
Another possible digit can be seen protruding from the rock above the gap between the prominent 5 and 
the second 8. (See [15] pages 276-277.) (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-104. ERRANT 18 FROM ROCK. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The bottoms of an errant 18 are protruding from the base of the rock above the prominent 18. The top 
loop of an extra 8 connects the 58 at the middle of the lower loop of the prominent second 8. Protected 
by a recessed area, this early blunder shows even on low grade coins. (See [15] pages 266 and 278.) 
(Breen-4884). 

WB-105. ERRANT 8 IN ROCK. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The lower third loop of an errant 8 is suspended in the rock above the prominent second 8 just below the 
hem of the skirt. There are also remnants of something (top loop of an 8?) in the denticles below the 58 
in the date. (See [15] page 279.) (Breen-4885) 

WB-106. ERRANT 1 IN DENTICLES. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The top of an errant 1 is protruding from the denticles below the prominent l’s lower right base. 
Additionally, what appears to be the lower loop of an errant 8 is in the rock above the left side of the 
second 8. (See [15] page 280.) (Breen-4882) 

WB-107. QUADRUPLED SECOND 8. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The final 8 has been punched no less than 4 times. Portions of three early 8’s show up in the rock above 
8, in the field northeast of 8, and in the upper loop of the prominent second 8. (See [16] pages 356-358.) 
(Breen-Unlisted) 
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WB-108. ERRANT 8 FROM ROCK. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The bottom loop of an errant 8 is protruding from the rock just above and to the right of the prominent 
second 8. (See [15] page 272.) (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-109. ERRANT DIGITS FROM ROCK. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The remnants of 2 errant unknown digits are protruding from the rock. The first, what appears to be the 
base of a 1, is just above the left edge of the first prominent 8. The second, a partial digit, is protruding 
from the rock just above the left edge of the second prominent 8. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-110. RECUT 1. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 1 is recut north; remnants of the earlier punch show plainly below the base of the prominent 1. 
(Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 


All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XE/AU 

MS 


All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R4+ 


WB-101 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R4+ 


WB-102 

R2- 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R8- 


WB-103 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R8- 


WB-104 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 


WB-105 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 


WB-106 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R8- 


WB-107 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 


WB-108 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 


WB-109 

R2- 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R8- 


WB-110 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 


The most common of the No-Motto variety in all grades except for mint state. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 57 (Ranked 92 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VE 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

34 

60 

110 

325 

850 

NN 

14 

17 

35 

45 

75 

150 

450 

1200 

Redbook 

14 

19 

33 

40 

75 


450 


Trends 

13 

20 

36 

43 

75 

185 

410 

1175 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

180 

462 

1108 


COMMENTS: This date is almost always strongly struck. Problem-free coins can be found at any coin show. No 1858- 
O’s with Tail Hub Variety 2 are known. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: This date is fascinating for its blundered dates. With a large number of dies 
undocumented, other varieties most likely exist. Diligent searching will produce not only our 
documented blunders but probably others. 



B-102. Recut second 8 


WR.Ifft Rprnr 1 anH rrinl#^ 8 
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WB-104. Errant 18 from rock 




2^Vijnnnn< 

WB-106. Errant 1 in denticles 



WB-105. Errant 8 in rock 




WB-108. Errant 8 from rock 


WB-109. Errant digits from rock 
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1858-S 




MINTAGE: 476,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .14 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .10 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .9 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (138) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.206 to 1.210 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.3 


WB-101. LARGE MINTMARK. (7 TAIL DIES) 

Large S tail dies have been found on 12 of the 14 marriages documented. (Breen-4886) 

WB-102. MEDIUM MINTMARK. (2 TAIL DIES) 

Each medium S tail die has been found only in a single die marriage; one of which is WB-103. (Breen-4887) 
WB-103. ERRANT 8 IN ROCK. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The bottom curve of an errant 8 can be seen punched into the rocky base above the second 8 in the date. This 
blundered head die is always paired with a medium S tail die. (See [15] pages 274-275.) (Included in Breen-4887) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R6+ 

WB-101 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R7- 

WB-102 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

WB-103 

R3 + 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R8- 


A better date. Very scarce in mint state. Despite its higher price, is comparable to the 1859-S and 1860-S. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 8 (Ranking tied for 29 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

15 

21 

35 

75 

120 

250 

550 

1375 

NN 

20 

30 

48 

75 

175 

400 

950 

3400 

Redbook 

21 

25 

35 

55 

125 


900 


Trends 

18 

28 

52 

98 

195 

400 

925 

2800 

WB 

37 

55 

74 

110 

184 

436 

1126 

2336 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Although introduced at the Philadelphia Mint in 1858, the new Tail Hub Variety 2 
was not seen on San Francisco Branch Mint coinage until 1862. 
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1859 



MINTAGE: 748,000 PROOFS: 800 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .9 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .8 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .9 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (145, 146) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.200 to 1.203 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. TAIL HUB VARIETY 1, NORMAL. (6 TAIL DIES) 

Very minor date placement variations exist. Tail hub indentification criteria is contained in Chapter 1, 
subtype IV. (Breen-4888) 

WB-102. TAIL HUB VARIETY 2, NORMAL. (3 TAIL DIES) 

Very minor date placement variations exist. Two varieties have a small tine in the left field above the l’s 
serif. Tail hub indentification criteria is contained in Chapter 1, subtype IV. (Breen-4889) 


RARITY 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2 

R3 

R5 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R5+ 

WB-102 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R6+ 


A scarce date. Underrated and sometimes mistaken as common. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 26 (Ranked 59 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

20 

28 

40 

65 

90 

145 

325 

850 

NN 

17 

27 

42 

55 

90 

200 

650 

1950 

Redbook 

14 

19 

33 

40 

75 


450 


Trends 

25 

38 

55 

70 

85 

205 

475 

1775 

WB 

22 

34 

45 

67 

112 

258 

664 

1476 


COMMENTS: Most 1859’s seen are fully struck and without significance. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [15] pages 281-282 and [Gobrecht Journal issue 49] page 49.) 

For additional information on the Guatemala Hoard coins, see the Miscellaneous Notes section at the 
beginning of this chapter. 
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18590 



MINTAGE: 2,834,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .13 

N umber of Head Dies Identified: .13 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .12 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.197 to 1.201 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.4 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (10 HEAD DIES) 

Most marriages fall under this variety. (Breen-4890) 

WB-102. ERRANT 9 IN DENTICLES. (1 HEAD DIE) 

A portion of the top of an errant 9 is protruding from the denticles below the prominent 9. This 
characteristic is plainly visible even on coins grading good but fades on late die state coins. There is also a 
small lump in the field to the left of the serif of the prominent 1 which is most likely a portion of another 
misplaced punch. ...(See [15] page 283.) (Included in Breen-4891) 

WB-103. ERRANT 9 IN ROCK. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The bottom loop of an errant 9 protrudes from the base of the rock above the prominent 9. This errant 9 
is much weaker than the errant 9 listed as WB-102. (Included in Breen-4891) 

WB-104. RECUT 1. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 1 is recut north with slight signs of repunching showing below the base of the prominent 1. (Breen- 
Unlisted) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R5- 

WB-101 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R5 

WB-102 

R2 

R3 

R3 + 

R4+ 

R7+ 

WB-103 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R5+ 

R7+ 

WB-104 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 


A common date. About comparable to the 1856-0. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 36 (Ranked 80 of 122). 
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1859-0 

(Continued) 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

34 

60 

110 

325 

850 

NN 

15 

25 

40 

50 

85 

150 

450 

1150 

Redbook 

14 

19 

33 

40 

75 


450 


Trends 

13 

20 

35 

43 

75 

185 

450 

1225 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

202 

528 

1200 


COMMENTS: Most 1859-O’s come strongly struck, although some are seen with weak drapery as a result of die lapping. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: All tail dies documented for 1859-0 are from the old Tail Hub Variety 1. 

Some 1859-O’s can be found with a small tine off the upper left serif of the 1. 



WB-102. Errant 9 in denticles WB-103. Errant 9 in rock 
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MINTAGE: 566,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .6 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .5 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .5 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (138, 139, 140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.209 to 1.216 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. LARGE MINTMARK. (4 TAIL DIES) 

Each tail die appears in a single die marriage. Individually, each is rarer than WB-102. (Breen-4892) 

WB-102. MEDIUM MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This tail die is found paired with two different head dies and it appears quite worn in the second marriage. 
(Breen-4894) 


RARITY: 


All Grades 


G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 


MS 


All varieties 

R1 + 


R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 


R6 


WB-101 

R2- 


R2+ 

R3 

R4- 


R6+ 


WB-102 

R2+ 


R3 

R4- 

R4+ 


R7 


A better date. Only slightly 

more 

available than the 1858-S. 





Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS 

= 12 (Ranked 42 of 122). 







DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 






G VG 

F 

VF XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 


CDN 

15 

21 

35 

65 120 

225 

450 

1650 


NN 

20 

28 

45 

70 120 

200 

750 

2800 


Redbook 

21 

25 

35 

55 125 


900 



Trends 

18 

25 

51 

93 165 

350 

825 

2150 


WB 

32 

48 

64 

96 160 

371 

954 

2064 


COMMENTS: All 1859-S Liberty Seated Half Dollars examined have been well struck although some WB-102’s appear 
weak from die wear and abrasion. 




ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [16] page 359.) A so-called error coin with the denomination misspelled as 
“HALE” vice “HALF’ DOL. exists. It is pictured in [16] and [24]. One (same coin?) was sold by a Coin 
World advertiser in December 1980. 

From extensive scrutiny of the 
photograph and second opinions, we 
believe this coin is actually a plugged 
and poorly retooled coin from normal 
dies rather than an error coin. (See 
[Gobrecht Journal issue 50] page 50.) 

For additional information on the 
Guatemala Hoard coins, see the 
Miscellaneous Notes section at the 
beginning of this chapter. 


WB-101. Large mintmark 


WB-102. Medium mintmark 
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1860 




MINTAGE: 303,700 PROOFS: 1,000 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .5 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .4 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .5 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (144, 145, 146) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.202 to 1.209 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. TAIL HUB VARIETY 1, NORMAL. (2 TAIL DIES) 

Both of these tail dies are married to the same head die. The date has a small tine in the left field above 
the serif of the 1. Tail hub indentification criteria is contained in Chapter 1, subtype IV. (Breen-4895) 

WB-102. TAIL HUB VARIETY 2, NORMAL. (3 TAIL DIES) 

Most marriages for this date are from the variety 2 hub. Very minor date placement variations exist. 
(Breen-4896) 


RARITY: 


All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 


XF/AU 


MS 


All varieties 

R2- 


R3- 

R3+ 


R4 


R4+ 


WB-101 

R3 


R4- 

R4+ 


R5 


R6- 


WB-102 

R2 + 


R3+ 

R4- 


R4+ 


R5 


Very scarce in 

any grade. Currently underrated. 







Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS 

= 43 (Ranked 84 of 122). 








DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 







G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 


CDN 

16 

20 

32 

43 

62 

200 

500 

850 


NN 

18 

21 

27 

70 

145 

350 

1000 

1550 


Redbook 

21 

25 

34 

45 

90 


980 



Trends 

18 

24 

43 

58 

100 

235 

475 

1800 


WB 

45 

67 

90 

134 

224 

362 

862 

1852 


COMMENTS: Most 1860’s seen are fully struck and without significant die abrasion. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: For additional information on the Guatemala Hoard coins, see the Miscellaneous 
Notes section at the beginning of this chapter. 1860 marks the last appearance of the old tail hub variety I 
on P-mint coinage. 
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1860-0 



MINTAGE: 1,290,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .14 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .8 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .7 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.194 to 1.202 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.5 


WB-101. TAIL HUB VARIETY 1, NORMAL REVERSE. (2 TAIL DIES) 

This is the last year of use for this hub variety at the New Orleans Branch Mint. About one-third of the 
marriages for this date are from the variety 1 hub. One die is transitional with 1859-0. Tail hub 
indentification criteria is contained in Chapter 1, subtype IV. (Breen-4897) 

WB-102. TAIL HUB VARIETY 1, WEIRD VERTICAL STRIPES. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This tail die is paired with 2 head dies and named for its uniquely abnormal vertical shield stripes. The 
die had most vertical stripes reengraved causing multiple, non-parallel shield lines in addition to the 
regular stripes. Certain coins of this variety have a shelf-doubled mintmark not to be confused with the 
recut mintmark listed as WB-105. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-103. TAIL HUB VARIETY 2, NORMAL REVERSE. (2 TAIL DIES) 

This is the first use of the hub variety 2 at New Orleans. Most marriages for this date were from this hub. 
(Breen-4898) 

WB-104. TAIL HUB VARIETY 2, EAGLE LAYING EGG. (1 TAIL DIE) 

The mintmark is struck high into the crotch between the olive branch and the feather tip. It is the only 
New Orleans tail die with a mintmark actually touching the stem which accounts for its inclusion in our 
WB listing. There are two head dies paired with this tail die which was descriptively nicknamed by 
variety specialist Charlton Meyer. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-105. TAIL HUB VARIETY 2, RECUT MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

The mintmark of this tail die is slightly recut northwest. Doubling is visible within the upper left inside 
loop of the O. There are 2 head dies paired with this tail; they are distinguished by the date placement 
and die cracks. (Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R4- 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

WB-102 

R2 

R3 

R3 + 

R4+ 

R7+ 

WB-103 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R7+ 

WB-104 

R2 

R3 

R3 + 

R4+ 

R7+ 

WB-105 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R7+ 
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1860 0 

(Continued) 


Fairly common in all grades, more so than its mintage indicates. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 89 (Ranked 104 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

13 

17 

29 

35 

60 

no 

325 

850 

NN 

15 

18 

21 

35 

75 

150 

450 

1200 

Redbook 

14 

19 

33 

40 

75 


450 


Trends 

14 

20 

38 

50 

80 

190 

405 

850 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

163 

410 

864 


COMMENTS: Most 1860-Os are struck with a lot of detail; however, there are coins available as a result of die wear or 
polishing with weak/no draperies and/or weak foot supports. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Christie’s auctioned fifteen certified 1860-Os, all apparently from Tail Hub Variety 2 
(and possibly the same die pair) in September 91. 




WB-105. Tail hub variety 2, recut mintmark 
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1860-S 



MINTAGE: 472,000 



PROOFS: None. 


VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .2 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .2 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .2 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.206 to 1.210 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. LARGE MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE). 

This tail die was used in the previous year paired with a head die dated 1859. (Breen-4900) 

WB-102. MEDIUM MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

A rare early die state for this marriage can be found where the head die has full drapery detail and the 
mintmark shows signs of recutting north of the final placement (See [Gobrecht Journal issue 52, page 
39]). The normal die state for this marriage is a partial drapery (outer line only) head die and all signs of 
repunched mintmark have been abraded away on the tail die. (Breen-4901) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XE/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R6 

WB-101 

R2 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R7- 

WB-102 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7 


Scarce to very scarce in all grades. About comparable to the 1858-S, but currently priced lower. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 10 (Ranked 39 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

16 

19 

30 

37 

60 

130 

525 

1575 

NN 

18 

30 

50 

70 

130 

175 

850 

2800 

Redbook 

21 

24 

35 

45 

80 


625 


Trends 

18 

23 

42 

55 

120 

225 

525 

1900 

WB 

37 

55 

74 

110 

184 

416 

1064 

2552 
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1860S 

(Continued) 


COMMENTS: All 1860-S Liberty Seated Half Dollars examined have been well struck. However, normally sharp details 
appear worn on many pieces due to excessive die wear. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Unless other marriages are discovered, it appears that the average coinage per die for 
1860-S was a very large 236,000 coins. 

For additional information on the Guatemala Hoard coins, see the Miscellaneous Notes section at the 
beginning of this chapter. 
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1861 




MINTAGE: 2,888,400 PROOFS: 1,000 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .moderate 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .11 

N umber of Head Dies Identified: .11 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .11 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified: 4 (143, 145, 152, 153) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1 200 to 1.210 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .2 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (10 HEAD DIES) 

Many marriages exist with minor date positional variations. (Breen-4902) 

WB-102. RECUT FIRST 1. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The entire date is recut south with remnants of the earlier date mainly prominent on the l’s. The most 
visible doubling is above the left serif of the first 1 and above the stand of the second 1. There is also a 
dot die defect (possibly an early digit punch) in the field to the upper left of the serif of the first 1. There is 
very minor doubling on the 86 which is visible only under high magnification. The tail die is lightly 
cracked, and slight halo doubling of the eagle is evident. (Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R3+ 

WB-101 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3+ 

WB-102 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R7+ 


This is one of the most common dates of the entire series. Many more marriages exist with a good 
probability of major varieties yet to be discovered. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 140 (Ranked 116 of 122). 


COMMENTS: 




DECEMBER 

1992 VALUES 






G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

34 

60 

110 

325 

850 

NN 

15 

25 

35 

45 

75 

150 

410 

1150 

Redbook 

14 

19 

33 

40 

75 


450 


Trends 

13 

20 

31 

43 

73 

150 

385 

825 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

160 

400 

820 

Almost all 1861’s seen 
of die abrasion. 

are strongly struck 

u 

with little evidence E 





ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: For additional information on the 
Guatemala Hoard coins, see the Miscellaneous Notes section 
at the beginning of this chapter. 


%§m 


WB-102. Recut firet 1 
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1861-0 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY: 




PROOFS: An unknown number of so-called 
proofs exist. 


Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .14 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .6 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .6 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.198 to 1.201 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .4 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (4 HEAD DIES) 

Most marriages are categorized under this variety. All tail dies for this variety and the following were 
made from Tail Hub Variety 2. (Breen-4904) 


WB-102. CSA DIE CRACK. (1 HEAD DIE) 

Paired with a single die pair, this very popular variety uses the same head die in a late die state as the 4 
genuine Confederate States of America (CSA) half dollars. It is easily and readily identifiable by a die 
crack from Liberty’s nose to the rim slightly to the right of the 7th star. (Breen-4906) 


WB-103. DIE CRACK BISECTED DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The head die has a vertical die crack from the rim to the rock along the left side of the 6 in the date. It is 
paired with 2 tail dies, the first of which is a later die state of WB-102. This indicates that WB-103 was 
also struck by the Confederacy. (Breen-Unlisted) 


WB-104. SPEARED OLIVE BUD. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This variety has a tail die with two parallel horizontal die defect lines through the upper olive bud. It is 
paired with 2 head dies, the earliest of which is WB-103. Through die linking, both marriages for this 
variety were struck by the Confederacy. (Breen-Unlisted) 



All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3+ 

WB-101 

R1 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2+ 

R4- 

WB-102 

R3 

R3+ 

R4 

R5 

R7+ 

WB-103 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R7+ 

WB-104 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R7 


Overall, a common date. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 101 (Ranked 109 of 122). 
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DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

34 

60 

110 

325 

850 

NN 

15 

25 

35 

45 

75 

150 

450 

1150 

Redbook 

14 

19 

33 

40 

75 


450 


Trends 

14 

23 

42 

53 

78 

185 

435 

1425 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

160 

400 

936 


COMMENTSs During the latter months of 1860, six head dies dated 1861 were sent to the New Orleans Branch Mint for 
use in the coming year. The outbreak of the Civil War precluded any subsequent shipment of dies. 
Necessarily, those six head dies were among the most overworked of any in the Liberty Seated half dollar 
series (Average of 422,000 coins per die). Likewise, the only tail dies available were unused dies from the 
previous year. Accordingly, the individual dies for this date are very difficult to differentiate because die 
characteristics have been eroded by excessive die wear and die polishing. Most dies appear washed out 
with very weak details in later die states. 



WB-102. CSA die crack 


USpIL 

WB-103. Die crack bisected date 



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Unlike most other dates for the series, all head and tail dies for 1861-0 have been 
linked together in an emission sequence. This allows determination of the marriages struck by the CSA. 
We have found 5 marriages that can be die linked to being minted by the CSA, most of which are readily 
available. We believe 3 marriages are credited to the Union, 7 to the State of Louisiana, and 5 to the 
Confederacy. This achievement was made possible when the authors were allowed to examine a hoard of 
approximately 220 circulated 1861-O’s recently acquired by local coin dealer Julian Liedman of Silver 
Spring, MD. 

Supposed 1861-0 proofs exist. Photographs of those observed by the authors have been struck from very 
highly polished and abraded dies possibly accounting for the proof appearance. These supposed proofs 
may have been specially struck for the Confederacy but with the USA legend on the reverse of the 
supposed proofs and the existence of genuine CSA halves, it is doubtful that the Confederacy struck them 
as specimen strikes. 

GENUINE CSA HALF DOLLARS: (See [3] pages 252-256 and [8] pages 239-241) 

For nearly two decades after the Civil War, it was believed that the Confederate States of America struck 
no metallic currency. The history behind the CSA half dollar is summarized here. 

On the January 31, 1861, the New Orleans Branch Mint was seized by the State of Louisiana which 
operated it until the last of February 1861 when it was turned over to the Confederacy. The original staff 
swore a new allegiance and stayed on to continue operations. 

In April 1861, C. G. Memminger, the Secretary of the Confederate Treasury, requested designs for 
Confederate half dollar coins be submitted to him for his approval. Among those designs sent to him and 
finally approved was an obverse design the same as the regular issue (the thirteen stars, however, 
representing the thirteen states from which the Confederacy sprung) and a reverse design having a shield 
with seven stars, representing the seceding states; above the shield is a liberty cap, and entwined around it 
stalks of sugar cane and cotton. The reverse inscription is CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 
above and HALF DOL. below the shield. 

In telling the story of the CSA coins in 1879, Dr. B. F. Taylor, the Chief Coiner of the Confederate States 
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of America, used the plural in describing the number of CSA dies. Whether more than one die was 
prepared or the use of the plural was an oversight is unknown. These dies were engraved by A. H. M. 
Patterson and prepared by Conrad Schmidt, the foreman of the coining room, both of New Orleans. Four 
coins were struck (with a die crack on the obverse from the rim, past the seventh star, through the bridge 
of Liberty’s nose, and under her chin) on a hand press and distributed as follows: 

1. Confederate government 

2. Professor Biddle, University of Louisiana 

3. Dr. E. Ames, New Orleans 

4. Dr. B.F. Taylor, Chief Coiner, CSA. 

Additional copies were not struck. Subsequently, the Confederate Congress decreed that all resources be 
allocated to support the war effort; hence, the New Orleans Branch Mint closed on April 30, 1861. The 
Confederate reverse die was retained by Dr. Taylor and was supposedly given to the Louisiana Historical 
Society after Scott’s use (see Scott Restrikes below), but its current whereabouts is unknown. 

None of the four original CSA coins have been on the numismatic market in many years. All 1861-0 
halves including the CSA originals should weigh the standard planchet weight for that time: 192.0 ±1.5 
grains. Later restrikes, detailed below, will weigh less. 


SCOTT RESTRIKES: The story of the Scott restrike CSA half dollars is best related in a September 1923 letter to M.L. 
Beisde [3] by David Proskey, an employee of the J.W. Scott and Co. in New York. 

“Your favor received requesting a statement of the history of the Confederate State’s Restrike Half Dollar. J. W. 
Scott bought the die of the reverse of the Confederate half dollar, together with the Proof specimen of the only 
known Confederate half dollar, at that time, from E.B. Mason, Jr. of Philadelphia. The United States 
Government had seized the obverse as its property, and could have seized both sides, as at the close of the war in 
1865 the U.S. government became the heir of the Confederacy. 

Scott decided to strike impressions from his die, and he sent out circulars offering silver restrikes at $2 each, 
agreeing to have only 500 pieces struck. Preparing for this issue, Scott purchased 500 United States half dollars of 
New Orleans mintage with the reverse drilled off. Then for fear that the die would break, steel collar was affixed, 
and 500 impressions in white metal were struck in order to be able to supply something should the die go to pieces, 
but the die held intact even after the silver pieces were struck. Each of the latter obverses (Liberty Seated) was 
placed on a blank of soft brass and then struck on a screw press. This helped to keep the obverse from flattening. 
The writer supervised the process so that the workers kept no specimens for souvenirs. The die was then softened 
and cut across, so that no more could be struck from the perfect die. The die now reposes in the collection of the 
Louisiana Historical Society, the gift of Mr. J. Sanford Saltus. A couple of brass impressions exist showing the 
ridge across. These are now in the collection of Mr. Elliott Smith, New York City. 

When all were struck Scott sent out circulars with the coins to the subscribers offering to pay 50( each over the 
subscription price for return of any of the pieces, stating as a reason "oversubscription” which was untrue. It was 
doubtful if over 250 were sold, as Scott had a plentiful supply of them for over 30 years thereafter. He gradually 
raised the price to $15 each. The original Proof half dollar was several times placed in various auction sales, but 
was always "bought in”. Finally, the writer sold it to Mr. J. Sanford Saltus for $3000, who presented it to the 
American Numismatic Society.” 

Since the restrikes had the CSA design impressed with the obverse intact, all restrikes have a flattened 
obverse design and are usually graded by the reverse only. Scott procured original U.S. 1861-0 half 
dollars in varying grades. Restrikes seen today often display split grades, i.e. the reverse CSA design is 
uncirculated or close to it while the flattened obverse Liberty design can be anything from VG up. Many 
restrikes are weakly struck at 12 o’clock on the CSA reverse design. 

At least three restrikes can be found from coins with the original reverse side partially or not planed off. 
On these, details of the U.S. reverse half dollar design show under the CSA design. These are very rare, 
weigh more than the planed off reverse restrikes, and are speculated to be Scott’s early prototype strikes 
before he decided he must plane off the reverses before restriking. At least one of the so-called test strikes 
has a medal alignment of the dies, the others have the normal die alignment. 

Some restrikes were struck using half dollars from the original obverse CSA half dollar die and clearly 
identifiable by the die crack on the bridge of Liberty’s nose (see 1861-0 WB-101). These are few and 
usually sell for a premium over non-original CSA obverse restrikes. 
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Scott Restrike 


SCOTT TOKENS: The Scott Tokens on the numismatic market are among the 500 white metal impressions made by 
Scott before he struck the restrikes. The obverse shows die cracks on most seen and reads “4 
ORIGINALS STRUCK BY ORDER OF C.S.A. IN NEW ORLEANS 1861******* REV. SAME AS 
U.S. (FROM ORIGINAL DIE:SCOTT)”. 



Scott Token 
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1861 -S 



MINTAGE: 939,500 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .11 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .8 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .5 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (139, 140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.210 to 1.215 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. LARGE MINTMARK. (3 TAIL DIES) 

One of these tail dies is noted for a drastically shattered die state. (Breen-4907) 

WB-102. MEDIUM MINTMARK. (2 TAIL DIES) 

This fairly common variety was strangely absent from Beistle [3] and thought to be rare. (Breen-4908) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R5+ 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R6- 

WB-102 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R6+ 


Fairly common in low grades, but tough in AU and mint state. Currently overpriced in XF/AU. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 20 (Ranked 58 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

13 

17 

29 

34 

60 

135 

325 

1075 

NN 

17 

20 

24 

45 

75 

150 

975 

3500 

Redbook 

14 

19 

33 

40 

75 


450 


Trends 

14 

23 

36 

55 

135 

275 

775 

2850 

WB 

21 

31 

42 

62 

104 

266 

696 

1552 




COMMENTS: All 1861-S Liberty Seated Half Dollars examined have been well struck. Except for a single head die with 
a “partial drapery” die state, all 
head dies have strong full 
draperies in all die states. All tail 
dies are from Tail Hub Variety 1. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [16] 
pages 360-361 and [Gobrecht 
Journal issue 54] pages 48-49.) 

For additional information on the 
Guatemala Hoard coins, see the 
Miscellaneous Notes section at 
the beginning of this chapter. 


WB-101. Large mintmark 


WB-102. Medium mintmark 
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1862 



MINTAGE: 253,550 


PROOFS: 550 


VARIETIES: 


Authors’ Research Effort:. 

Number of Die Marriages Documented:. 

Number of Head Dies Identified:. 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:. 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified: 
Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: ... 
Number of Major Varieties:. 


...substantial 


•4 

.4 


.3 (151,152,153) 

.1.200 to 1.203 inches 

.1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (4 HEAD DIES) 

This variety includes minor date placement variations including low and high date. (Breen-4909) 


RARITY: All Grades G/VG FAT XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R2 R3- R3+ R4+ R4+ 

Very scarce and currently underrated. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 40 (Ranked 83 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

20 

27 

40 

82 

115 

200 

375 

900 

NN 

24 

32 

45 

80 

150 

225 

750 

1650 

Redbook 

23 

30 

38 

70 

100 


800 


Trends 

25 

36 

57 

85 

165 

265 

575 

1750 

WB 

48 

72 

96 

144 

240 

384 

912 

2072 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: This date has often been hoarded and promoted because of its relatively small 
mintage. The “whiplash” effect of some of these promotions is a belief that the 1862 is much more 
common than traditionally believed. The truth is somewhere in between. 

For additional information on the Guatemala Hoard coins, see the Miscellaneous Notes section at the 
beginning of this chapter. 
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1862 -S 



MINTAGE: 1,352,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .6 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .5 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .5 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (139,140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.206 to 1.218 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .3 


WB-101. LARGE MINTMARK. (2 TAIL DIES) 

Both tail die were made from Tail Hub Variety 1. (Breen-4910) 

WB-102. MEDIUM MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This tail die was made from Tail Hub Variety 1, and it is seen paired to only a single head die. However, 
we suspect that this marriage produced higher than average coinage. (Breen-4911) 

WB-I03. SMALL WIDE "BROKEN" MINTMARK. (2 TAIL DIES) 

This mintmark is a different size and style than any previously listed. Both tail dies were made from Tail 
Hub Variety 2. The mintmarks were formed from a defective punch with the top curve of the S broken 
away. (Breen-4912) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R5+ 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2 

R3 

R5+ 

WB-102 

R2 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R8- 

WB-103 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R8- 


A better date in all grades except in mint state where it is rare. WB-102 and WB-103 are virtually unique 
in mint state. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 22 (Ranked 64 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

34 

60 

110 

325 

960 

NN 

16 

27 

35 

60 

90 

175 

450 

1300 

Redbook 

14 

19 

33 

40 

75 


450 


Trends 

14 

20 

37 

49 

83 

210 

535 

1800 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

232 

618 

1508 
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1862-S 

(Continued) 


COMMENTS: All 1862-S Liberty Seated Half Dollars examined have been well struck. Strong full draperies are found on 
all die marriages for all die states. Most dies can be found in late die states with signs of denticle erosion 
due to excessive coin production. Both of the small “broken” S tail dies have shattered die states. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [14] pages 307-310 and [16] pages 362-363.) WB-103 marks the first 
appearance of the new Tail Hub Variety 2 at the San Francisco Branch Mint. Variety 2 was introduced at 
the Philadelphia Mint in 1858. The late appearance of Variety 2 on San Francisco coinage can be 
attributed to the large number of tail dies shipped (12 per year) to that mint during 1856 and 1857 which 
were low coinage years. Consequendy, these old variety 1 dies sustained coinage well into the 1860’s. 

For additional information on the Guatemala Hoard coins, see the Miscellaneous Notes section at the 
beginning of this chapter. 




WB-103. Small wide 
“broken” mintmark 
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1863 



MINTAGE: 503,660 PROOFS: 460 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .5 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .5 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .5 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified: ...4 (144, 151, 152,153) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.199 to 1.202 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (5 HEAD DIES) 

This variety includes minor date placement variations including centered and high date. (Breen'4913 
and 4914) 


RARITY: All Grades G/VG FAT XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R2- R2+ R3 R4 R4+ 

A scarce date. Underrated in all circulated grades. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 45 (Ranked 86 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

15 

21 

30 

41 

70 

150 

325 

850 

NN 

18 

25 

40 

70 

130 

250 

750 

1150 

Redbook 

21 

24 

35 

45 

80 


700 


Trends 

15 

25 

44 

60 

100 

200 

485 

1450 

WB 

32 

48 

64 

96 

160 

284 

694 

1468 


COMMENTS: Almost all 1863 coins seen have been strongly struck and without significant evidence of die abrasion. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Breen [9] lists open and closed 6 in the date. We believe this characteristic is due to 
differences in the amount of force used to punch the date logotype into the working die rather than 
different styles of the date punch. 

For additional information on the Guatemala Hoard coins, see the Miscellaneous Notes section at the 
beginning of this chapter. 
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MINTAGE: 916,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .4 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .3 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .3 

N umber of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (140, 141) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.204 to 1.215 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:...2 

WB-101. SMALL WIDE "PERFECT" MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This tail die was made from Tail Hub Variety 2. We believe that the punch used to mark this die may 
have been the same punch as WB-102 (before damage). This die and 1864-S WB-102 may have been 
shipped to San Francisco as early as 1858 when the Tail Hub Variety 2 was introduced on P-mint coins. 
(Included in Breen-4915) 

WB-102. SMALL WIDE "BROKEN" MINTMARK. (2 TAIL DIES) 

Both of these tail dies were made from Tail Hub Variety 2. The mintmarks were formed from a defective 
punch with the top curve of the S broken away (partially broken on one die and completely broken on 
the other). (Included in Breen-4915) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R5 

WB-101 

R2 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R6+ 

WB-102 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R5+ 


Fairly common in low grades. Scarcer in XF/AU and rare in mint state. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 27 (Ranked 70 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

34 

60 

110 

325 

975 

NN 

16 

25 

35 

45 

80 

150 

410 

1150 

Redbook 

14 

19 

33 

40 

75 


450 


Trends 

14 

21 

42 

49 

80 

275 

540 

1650 

WB 

21 

31 

42 

62 

104 

247 

638 

1464 


COMMENTS: All 1863-S Liberty Seated Half Dollars examined have been well struck. Strong, full draperies are found 
on all die marriages for all die states. All die marriages show signs of denticle erosion in late die states due 
to excessive coin production. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Unless other die marriages are discovered, it appears that a very high average of 
305,000 coins were struck from each die. 

For additional information on 
the Guatemala Hoard coins, see 
the Miscellaneous Notes section 
at the beginning of this chapter. 

WB-101. Small wide WB-102. Small wide 

“perfect” mintmark “broken” mintmark 
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1864 



MINTAGE: 379,570 PROOFS: 470 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .8 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .6 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .6 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (152,153) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.202, 1.203 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (5 HEAD DIES) 

This variety includes minor date placement variations including low, centered, and high date. (Breen- 
4916 and 4917) 


WB-102. RECUT 1 AND 4. (1 HEAD DIE) 

Remnants of the first punching show below the base of the 1 and more noticeably above the crossbar of 
the 4. Coins we have seen have been lightly clashed and the tail die is cracked along the outer edge of 
the letters of the legend. (Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

WB-101 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

WB-102 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R6+ 


Very scarce and currently underrated in all grades. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 52 (Ranked 90 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

16 

22 

34 

51 

100 

180 

325 

850 

NN 

20 

30 

55 

85 

160 

200 

750 

1550 

Redbook 

21 

24 

35 

45 

80 


700 


Trends 

20 

30 

49 

75 

135 

260 

540 

1650 

WB 

42 

62 

83 

125 

208 

334 

794 

1680 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: All tail dies are Tail Hub Variety 2. 

For additional information on the Guatemala Hoard 
coins, see the Miscellaneous Notes section at the 
beginning of this chapter. 
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1864-S 



MINTAGE: 658,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .5 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .4 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .4 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (141) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.211 to 1.219 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.4 


WB-101. LARGE MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This tail die is paired with a single head die. This marks the last appearance of the Large S mintmark as 
well as Tail Hub Variety 1 (No Motto). (Breen-4918) 

WB-102. SMALL WIDE "PERFECT" MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This tail die was made from Tail Hub Variety 2, and it is found paired to a single head die. (Included in 
Breen-4919) 

WB-103. SMALL WIDE "BROKEN" MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This tail die was made from Tail Hub Variety 2, and its mintmark was formed from a defective punch with 
the top curve of the S broken away. A single tail die is married with two head dies (one of which is also 
paired with the small thin S). A heavy die crack develops off L in DOL to the rim in later die states, and 
ultimately, a rim cud forms below LF D. (Included in Breen-4919) 

WB-104. SMALL THIN MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This tail die was made from Tail Hub Variety 2, and it is found paired with a single head die. It was later 
used in combination with a head die dated 1865 (WB-102). (Breen-4920 and 4921) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R6+ 

WB-101 

R2- 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R7 

WB-102 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R6 

R8- 

WB-103 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R7 

WB-104 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R6+ 

R8- 


A scarce date. Currently priced little more than common and underrated. Taken individually, each die 
variety is very scarce to extremely scarce in all grades. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 9 (Ranked 34 of 122). 
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1864'$ 

(Continued) 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

CDN 

14 

17 

30 

NN 

17 

20 

40 

Redbook 

14 

19 

33 

Trends 

14 

21 

42 

WB 

26 

38 

51 


VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

38 

60 

110 

325 

1000 

50 

85 

165 

450 

2000 

40 

75 


450 


55 

85 

235 

675 

2150 

77 

128 

360 

952 

2428 


COMMENTS: All 1864-S Liberty Seated Half Dollars examined have been well struck. The only obvious die abrasion 
noted is a “partial drapery” die state for the head die paired with WB-101. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [14] pages 311-313.) 

Breen mentions 64 well apart and 64 about touching. We find no variation in the date logotype to justify 
a separate variety listing. Rather we find only very minor variations in spacing between the 6 and 4 which 
are attributable to variations in the force by which the date was punched into the working die and/or 
subsequent die abrasion. 

For additional information on the Guatemala Hoard coins, see the Miscellaneous Notes section at the 
beginning of this chapter. 




WB-101. Large mintmark 


WB-102. Small wide 
“perfect” mintmark 



WB-103. Small wide 
“broken” mintmark 



WB-104. Small thin mintmark 
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1865 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY: 



511,900 PROOFS: 500 

Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .8 

N umber of Head Dies Identified: .6 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .6 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (145, 152,153) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.198 to 1.202 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.4 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (3 HEAD DIES) 

This variety includes minor date placement variations including low date and high date. (Breen-4922 and 
4923) 


WB-102. DOUBLED DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

All four digits of the date are repunched over an earlier date whose digits obliquely slant down to the 
right. The most visible remnants of the first punch show plainly above the serif and base of the 1 and 
below the lower loop and upper serif of the 5. The other digits, 86, show only slight repunching because 
they were on the inner axis of repunching. The tail die in late die states is cracked around the entire 
reverse legend and can be found slightly rotated. (See [15] page 286.) (Breen-4924 and 4925) 

WB-103. ERRANT 6 IN DENTICLES. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The top of what appears to be a 6 is in the denticles directly below the prominent 6. The blunder is 
plainly visible under medium magnification. The reverse has cracks through the legend. (Breen- 
Unlisted) 


WB-104. RECUT 8. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 8 is recut north; the top loop of an early 8 shows plainly in the lower loop of the prominent 8. The 1 
is recut south and high powered magnification is required to see very slight doubling above the stand of 
the prominent 1. The head die is very heavily clashed, and it has been seen paired to a single tail die with 
shelf (bounce die) doubling along the right edges of the letters in HALF DOL. (Breen-Unlisted) 



All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R5- 

WB-101 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R5 

WB-102 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7 

WB-103 

R3 + 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R7 

WB-104 

R3 + 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R7 


Very scarce in Fine or better. Extremely scarce in mint state. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 37 (Ranked 81 of 122). 
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1865 

(Continued) 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

17 

23 

35 

47 

100 

175 

325 

850 

NN 

18 

23 

40 

55 

105 

165 

750 

1550 

Redbook 

21 

24 

35 

45 

80 


700 


Trends 

21 

31 

48 

70 

125 

265 

575 

1650 

WB 

32 

48 

64 

96 

160 

294 

724 

1496 


COMMENTS: Most 1865-P coins are fully struck except one tail die of WB-101 has a characteristic weakness of the 
outer edge of the upper right wing. Most head dies show litde or no die abrasion except one marriage of 
WB-101 is usually seen with a partial drapery or no drapery. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: A hoard of 15 pieces was released about 8 months prior to the 1980 ANA sale. 

Another hoard of approximately 20 uncirculated coins of this date was supposedly released by a dealer just 
prior to the 1987 ANA. 

For additional information on the Guatemala Hoard coins, see the Miscellaneous Notes section at the 
beginning of this chapter. 



WB-102. Doubled date WB-103. Errant 6 in denticles 



WB-104. Recut 8 
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1865-S 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY: 



675,000 PROOFS: None. 

Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .9 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .7 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .8 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (139,140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.201 to 1.216 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.3 

WB-101. SMALL WIDE "BROKEN" MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) (Breen-4926) 

WB-102. SMALL THIN MINTMARK. (5 TAIL DIES) 

This mintmark is a different size and style than any previously listed. Advanced collectors may want to 
look for interesting variations in the placement of the mintmark as all 7 of the 1865-S dies marked with a 
small thin S can be identified by the position of the S relative to the letters LF in HALF. One tail die was 
paired the previous year with a head die dated 1864. (Breen-4927) 

WB-103. RECUT 1. (2 HEAD DIES) 

Evidence of repunching can be seen south of the base of the prominent 1 on two different head dies. Each 
of the two head dies are paired to a single (different) tail die marked with small thin mintmarks. One of 
the tail dies is later paired with a head die dated 1866 (1866-S No-Motto). (Breen-4927) 



All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R6+ 

WB-101 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R5- 

R8- 

WB-102 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R7- 

WB-103 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R8- 


A better date overall. Scarce in Fine and above. Rare in mint state with much fewer certified than the 
1865-P. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 7 (Ranked 27 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

37 

60 

140 

350 

925 

NN 

17 

21 

30 

50 

75 

160 

450 

1150 

Redbook 

14 

19 

33 

40 

75 


550 


Trends 

14 

21 

40 

55 

90 

385 

725 

2750 

WB 

26 

38 

51 

77 

128 

385 

1028 

2272 
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1865-S 

(Continued) 


COMMENTS: Nearly all 1865-S Liberty Seated Half Dollars are well struck. A few show weakness on the feathers of the 
eagle’s left leg. Strong, full draperies are common for all marriages in all die states although many dies are 
clashed and/or cracked in later die states. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: All tail dies are Tail Hub Variety 2. For additional information on the Guatemala 
Hoard coins, see the Miscellaneous Notes section at the beginning of this chapter. 



WB-101. Small wide 
“broken” mintmark 



WB-102. Small thin mintmark 



WB-103. Recut 1 (head 1) WB-103. Recut 1 (head 2) 
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1866 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY: 



745,625 PROOFS: 725 

Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .7 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .7 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .6 


Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.5 (145, 150, 152, 153, 154) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.200 to 1.205 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .4 

WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (3 HEAD DIES) 

One tail die was made from the Motto hub type 1 while another was made from Motto hub type 2. The 
date placements are all very similar and die diagnostics are required to distinguish them. Some tail dies 
are lightly cracked. (Breen-4933 and 4934) 

WB-102. ERRANT 6 IN DENTICLES. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This blundered date has the top loop of a 6 embedded in the denticles below the last 6. Since the 
blundered 6 is in a recessed area, it is visible on low grade coins. The tail die was made from the Motto 
hub type 1. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-103. ERRANT 1 FROM HAND. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This blundered variety has multiple date repunchings. The most obvious is the bottom left base of a 1 
protruding from Liberty’s left hand (hence the nickname “spiked hand”). Another tilted bottom of a 1 
can be seen in the rock above the left edge of the 1 in the date. Two other repunchings of the 1 can be 
seen protruding, one above the other, from the lower left shield into the ribbon. Lastly, the top serif of the 
1 is lightly but plainly repunched south. The tail die was made from the Motto hub type 2. (Breen- 
Unlisted) 

WB-104. DOUBLED HEAD DIE. (2 HEAD DIES) 

This variety is comprised of two head and one tail dies in two marriages; both head dies are similarly 
doubled. Evidence of die doubling shows plainly under low magnification of Liberty’s hair and ear on the 
two head dies. One die is differentiated by heavy doubling along the upper right edge of the pole. A high 
circulated grade coin is required to see the doubling. The tail die was made from the Motto hub type 2. 
(Breen-Unlisted) 



All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2 

R3 

R5- 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R5 

WB-102 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

WB-103 

R3 + 

R4 

R4+ 

R5+ 

R7+ 

WB-104 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 


A better date overall, very scarce in XF/AU and above. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 33 (Ranked 76 of 122). 


158 


The Complete Guide to Liberty Seated Half Dollars 









1866 

(Continued) 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

13 

22 

31 

45 

75 

135 

270 

900 

NN 

15 

24 

29 

39 

63 

145 

800 

1400 

Redbook 

13 

18 

30 

40 

60 


400 


Trends 

15 

29 

43 

60 

95 

195 

385 

1000 

WB 

22 

34 

45 

67 

112 

244 

622 

1432 


COMMENTS: Most halves of this date are strongly struck although some weakness from die polishing can be seen on the 
eagle’s tail feathers and Liberty’s drapery. See Chapter 1, Subtype VII for more information on motto hub 
types 1 and 2. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [15] pages 289-291.) 

1866 NO-MOTTO (JUDD-538): Struck in silver from a regular 1866 obverse and a no motto tail die, this coin is 
unique. Supposedly struck as a favor for Robert Coulton Davis long after the with-motto design was 
authorized, its providence includes William H. Woodin, Waldo Newcomer, F.C.C. Boyd, Wayte 
Raymond, Col Green, King Farouk, Edwin Hydeman (A. Kosoff sale 3/67: 1108 with nice photograph), 
and the Lamont Dupont family from whom it was stolen at gunpoint in October 1967 along with the 
quarter and the dollar no-motto pieces. It’s current whereabouts is unknown. At least one 1866-P with- 
motto half dollar altered to 1866-P no-motto by removal of the motto has been seen. (Breen-4928) 




WB-102. Errant 6 in denticles 




WB-103. Errant 1 from hand 



WB-104. Doubled head die (head 1) 



WB-104. Doubled head die (head 2) 
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1866-S 



MINTAGE: No-Motto: 60,000 PROOFS: None. 

With-Motto: 994,000 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .9 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .7 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .6 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (138, 139,140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.207 to 1.213 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.4 


WB-101. NO-MOTTO TAIL HUB, SMALL THIN MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

Most coins seen have come from clashed dies. It is seldom seen without clash marks. (Breen-4929) 

WB-102. WITH-MOTTO TAIL HUB, VERY SMALL MINTMARK, (5 TAIL DIES) 

This mintmark is a different size and style than any other previously listed. (Breen-4935) 

WB-103. ERRANT DIGIT IN DENTICLES. (2 HEAD DIES) 

Evidence of an errant 8 or 6 can be seen in the denticles below 86 in the date. Two different head dies are 
seen with similar evidence of mispunching in the denticles. Both head dies are paired with tail dies and 
have a very small mintmark. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-104. DOUBLED TAIL DIE. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This tail die is from the With-Motto Tail Hub and is marked by a very small S. The feathers in the eagle’s 
upper right wing, the horizontal shield lines, and TRUST show the effects of this doubling. The coins we 
have seen have been high grade. Signs of this doubling will most likely wear away on coins grading less 
than F15. (Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

With motto varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R7- 

WB-101 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7 

WB-102 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R7 

WB-103 

R2- 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R8- 

WB-104 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R8- 


A common date overall, but scarce in XF/AU. Very few mint state pieces have been certified. 
With-Motto: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 2 (Ranking tied for 10 of 122). 

No-Motto: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 5 (Ranked 23 of 122). 
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1866 S 

(Continued) 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 


No-Motto Tail Hub 



G 

VG 

F 

CDN 

55 

75 

115 

NN 

60 

80 

150 

Redbook 

45 

75 

135 

Trends 

65 

98 

135 

WB 

160 

240 

320 


With-Motto Tail Hub 

G VG F 


CDN 

12 

17 

30 

NN 

15 

24 

29 

Redbook 

13 

18 

30 

Trends 

14 

20 

38 

WB 

21 

31 

42 


VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

210 

300 

700 

2550 

6500 

225 

335 

1000 

5000 


225 

350 


4500 


300 

650 

1750 

5000 


480 

800 

1600 

3200 

6800 


VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

37 

60 

145 

270 

1100 

39 

63 

145 

800 

1400 

40 

60 


425 


58 

115 

240 

525 

1825 

62 

104 

393 

1076 

2308 



WB-101. No-motto tail hub, 
small thin mintmark 



WB-102. With-motto tail hub, 
very small mintmark 




WB-103. Errant digit in denticles (head 2) 



WB-104. Doubled tail die 
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1867 




MINTAGE: 449,925 PROOFS: 625 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .9 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .7 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .7 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (150, 152,153) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.203,1.204 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (6 HEAD DIES) 

Date placement variations exist including low date and high date. (Breen-4936 and 4937) 


WB-102. RECUT 67. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The last two digits in the date are recut north. Minor evidence of repunching is visible on the bottoms of 
the last two digits of the date. (Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 + 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R5+ 

WB-101 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R6- 

WB-102 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R5- 

R6- 

R7+ 


A better date overall, but increasingly scarce in higher grades. Rare in mint state. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 16 (Ranked 53 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

18 

28 

40 

85 

115 

190 

270 

900 

NN 

16 

27 

35 

55 

100 

160 

1000 

1800 

Redbook 

17 

20 

35 

50 

80 


700 


Trends 

23 

38 

57 

85 

145 

210 

425 

925 

WB 

37 

55 

74 

110 

184 

376 

946 

2028 


COMMENTS: Most seen are nicely struck. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: One tail die, paired with 3 
different head dies (one of which is WB-102) can 
be found with progressively weaker eagle tail 
feathers such that they almost completely 
disappear. 

One marriage of WB-101 has very heavy random 
die lines throughout Liberty’s lower gown, rock, 
and shield. Nicknamed “haywire die scratches”, 
it also has large rust lumps. Most likely, the die 
scratches occurred from attempts to remove the 
rust spots by polishing the die. 

Beware of 1867-S coins with very weak 
mintmarks misattributed as 1867-P coins. 



#5 
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1867-S 




MINTAGE: 1,196,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .9 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .9 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .6 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (138, 139, 140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.202 to 1.209 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .3 


WB-101. VERY SMALL MINTMARK, NORMAL TAIL (4 TAIL DIES) (Breen-4938, 4939, and 4940) 
WB-102. DOUBLED TAIL DIE. (1 TAIL DIE) 

The doubling is most evident on the motto. (See [16] page 364.) (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-103. RECUT MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 


The mintmark 

is recut north. 

(Breen-Unlisted) 




RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R6+ 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R7 

WB-102 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

WB-103 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R8- 


Fairly common in all circulated grades but very rare in mint state. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 5 (Ranked 25 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

30 

34 

55 

125 

270 

1200 

NN 

15 

24 

29 

39 

63 

145 

800 

1400 

Redbook 

13 

18 

30 

40 

60 


425 


Trends 

14 

20 

34 

46 

85 

215 

655 

2000 

WB 

19 

29 

38 

58 

96 

384 

1056 

2480 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: All 1867-S coins seen have had very small mintmarks, some of which are very weak. 

Three of the tail dies documented have mintmarks leaning to the right (some with more lean than 
others). Breen-4939, “mintmark leans crazily to the right”, is the most dramatic of this group, but it is 
easily confused with similar varieties and is not given a separate listing. 



WB-102. Doubled tail die 



WB-103. Recut mintmark 
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1868 




MINTAGE: 418,200 PROOFS: 600 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented:.6 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .5 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .4 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (145, 152, 153) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.198 to 1.210 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (4 HEAD DIES) 

There are obvious date placement variations for this variety including low date, high date and date 
slanting down to the right. (Breen-4941 and 4943) 

WB-102. RECUT 18 8. (1 HEAD DIE) 

We believe the entire date was obliquely recut with the final date slanting down to the right. The 1 and 
first 8 were recut north and the second 8 was recut south. The most visible signs of recutting are below 
the serif and the base of the prominent 1 and, to a lesser extent, above both loops of the second 
prominent 8. The first 8 has the least visible repunching which fades with die and coin wear and the 6 
shows no sign of repunching at all. Diagnostically, there is also a heavy curved die line through Liberty’s 
ear. (Breen-4942) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R5+ 

WB-101 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4 

R6- 

WB-102 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R7+ 


A better date. Very scarce in Fine and above, rare in mint state. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 17 (Ranked 54 of 122). 



G 

DECEMBER 
VG F 

1992 VALUES 
VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

30 

37 

62 

95 

145 

190 

400 

1000 

NN 

24 

32 

45 

70 

135 

170 

1000 

1800 

Redbook 

16 

20 

35 

45 

75 


475 


Trends 

40 

50 

78 

135 

265 

325 

575 

1000 

WB 

38 

58 

77 

115 

192 

381 

952 

2292 

All 1868 

coins seen 

have been well struck. 


i 

upa 



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: There is one other minor recut date 
variety; 1 recut south. Very minor repunching shows 
above the base of the 1. We have not included it as it is 
very minor and the repunching disappears quickly with 
wear. 




WB-102. Recut 18_8 
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1868 -S 



MINTAGE: 1,160,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort:.substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented:.8 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .7 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .6 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.200 to 1.207 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. VERY SMALL MINTMARK. (6 TAIL DIES) 

Two tail dies have mintmarks in the crotch formed by the feather tip and the olive stem. Four other tail 
dies have mintmarks placed at various distances below the curve of the feather tip. (Breen-4944 and 
4945) 


RARITY: All Grades G/VG FAT XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R1 R1+ R2- R2+ R6 

Fairly common overall and in low grades, but rare in mint state. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 8 (Ranked 28 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

13 

20 

33 

40 

75 

145 

270 

1125 

NN 

15 

24 

29 

39 

63 

145 

800 

1400 

Redbook 

13 

18 

30 

40 

60 


425 


Trends 

14 

26 

38 

57 

120 

225 

700 

2050 

WB 

19 

29 

38 

58 

96 

334 

906 

1896 


COMMENTS: Nearly all 1868-S Liberty Seated Half Dollars are well struck. Advanced die abrasion is uncommon for 
this date with only 2 heads known to exist in a “partial drapery” die state and none with “no drapery” die 
state. All mintmarks are strongly punched and do not fade with die abrasion. One tail die is known to be 
abraded such that the tops of the letters UNIT and ICA are very weak. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [15] page 292.) All 1868-S coins seen have had very small mintmarks. 
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1869 




MINTAGE: 795,900 PROOFS: 600 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .6 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .5 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .6 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (146,153) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.203 to 1.210 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (4 HEAD DIES) 

Date positional variations exist for this variety. (Breen-4946) 


WB-102. RECUT 18. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The figures, 18, are slightly recut north. Signs of recutting show clearly below the serif and the base of the 
prominent 1, and also below the bottom loop of the prominent 8. (Included in Breen-4946) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

EAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R5+ 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R5+ 

WB-102 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R7+ 


A better date. Scarce in higher circulated grades. Rare in mint state. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 20 (Ranked 61 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 MS63 

CDN 

17 

23 

34 

50 

78 

125 

295 1100 

NN 

15 

24 

29 

39 

63 

145 

800 1400 

Redbook 

13 

18 

30 

40 

60 


400 

Trends 

22 

30 

35 

59 

100 

175 

400 1025 

WB 

22 

34 

45 

67 

112 

276 

716 1768 


COMMENTS: All 1869 coins seen have been sharply struck. A few 
marriages are known with heavily clashed dies. 





WB-102. Recut 18 
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1869-S 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY: 


COMMENTS: 



656,000 



PROOFS: None. 


Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .3 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .3 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .3 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (139, 140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.201 to 1.206 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. VERY SMALL MINTMARK. (3 TAIL DIES) 

All tail dies are marked with a very small S mintmark. Advanced collectors may want to look for 
variations in the placement of the mintmark. One tail die has the mintmark placed under the curve of 
the feather tip and the other two tail dies have similar mintmark placements in the crotch formed by the 
feather tip and the olive stem. (Breen-4947 and 4948) 


All Grades G/VG FAT XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R1+ R2- R2+ R3+ R6+ 

A better date. Scarce to very scarce in higher circulated grades. Very rare in mint state. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 11 (Ranked 40 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

13 

19 

31 

40 

95 

155 

465 


NN 

15 

27 

35 

47 

80 

145 

800 

1400 

Redbook 

13 

18 

30 

40 

60 


450 


Trends 

14 

24 

39 

57 

135 

400 

850 

2650 

WB 

27 

41 

54 

82 

136 

351 

918 

2312 


Nearly all 1869-S Liberty Seated Half Dollars are well struck. Severe die abrasion is unknown although 2 
of the 3 head dies show advanced die abrasion with a “partial drapery” die state. All mintmarks are 
strongly punched and do not fade with die abrasion. 
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1870 




MINTAGE: 634,900 PROOFS: 1,000 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .9 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .7 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .8 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.4 (145, 146, 152, 153) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.202 to 1.209 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .2 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (6 HEAD DIES) 

Several noticeable date placement variations exist including date left, date right, and low date. (Breen- 
4949 and 4951) 

WB-102. RECUT 1. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 1 is slightly recut north with signs of repunching below the prominent 1. The date is centered on this 
variety. (Breen-4950) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R6- 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R6 

WB-102 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 


A better date. Similar in scarcity to the 1869-S. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 13 (Ranked 47 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

17 

21 

32 

48 

87 

150 

365 

950 

NN 

17 

27 

35 

47 

80 

145 

800 

1400 

Redbook 

13 

18 

30 

40 

60 


400 


Trends 

21 

28 

38 

60 

115 

190 

370 

1000 

WB 

27 

41 

54 

82 

136 

336 

874 

2096 


COMMENTS: Most coins of this date are fully struck although BER in 
LIBERTY is often weak. Full, partial, and no-drapery die 
states can be found. 






WB-102. Recut 1 
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1870-CC 



MINTAGE: 54,617 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .5 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .3 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .3 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1(154) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.200, 1.201 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. LARGE M1NTMARK. (3 TAIL DIES) 
(Breen-4954 and 4955) 


RARITY: 


All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 


WB-101 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R6 


Extremely scarce overall. Rare in XF and above. No mint state coins certified to date. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 0 (Ranking tied for 1 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

350 

500 

950 

1800 

3100 

5000 

10000 


NN 

600 

850 

1200 

2000 

3000 




Redbook 

350 

600 

1000 

2000 

3000 




Trends 

550 

775 

1450 

2400 

4250 

8500 



WB 

480 

720 

960 

1440 

2400 

3463 

8000 

15264 


COMMENTS: Many 1870-CC Liberty Seated Half Dollars are not well struck. This is probably due to the fact that this 
was the first year of operation at the Carson City Branch Mint. The letters BER in LIBERTY show signs 
of premature wear and the eagle’s left leg and neck feathers are often flatly struck. Advanced die abrasion 
is well documented with 1 of 3 head dies (2 of the marriages) having a partial or no drapery. Our research 
indicates that about 14 % of all 1870-CC half dollars have partial drapery and 40 % have no drapery at 
all. We do not consider the “no drapery” feature significant enough for a separate listing. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [15] pages 293-299 and [16] pages 367-379.) 

The Louisiana hoard compiled prior to April 1986 when it was examined by Wiley contained 90 1870-CC 
half dollars in the following grades: AG (6), G (20), VG (29), F (7), VF (16), XF (9), AU (3). 
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1870-S 




MINTAGE: 1,004,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented:.4 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .2 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .3 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (139, 140) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.203 to 1.207 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 

WB-101. VERY SMALL MINTMARK. (2 TAIL DIES) 


All tail dies are marked with a very small S mintmark. Advanced collectors may want to look for 
variations in the placement of the mintmarks. One rail die has a mintmark placed well below the curve of 
the feather tip and another tail dies has a similar mintmark placement in the crotch formed by the feather 
tip and the olive stem. (Breen-4952 and 4953) 

WB-102. INCOMPLETE MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This very small mintmark was impressed into the die with the punch held in a tilted position such that 
the upper curve of S is weak on early die states and missing on late die states. (Breen-4952) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2 

R3 

R6 

WB-102 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R8- 


A better date. Very scarce in XF and above. Very rare in mint state. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 3 (Ranking tied for 18 of 122). 


COMMENTS: 




DECEMBER 

1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

CDN 

13 

19 

32 

43 

80 

NN 

15 

24 

29 

42 

75 

Redbook 

13 

18 

30 

40 

75 

Trends 

14 

25 

40 

59 

125 

WB 

21 

31 

42 

62 

104 


Most 1870-S Liberty Seated Half Dollars are well struck. A 
few show some weaknesses on the eagle’s left leg. Severe die 
abrasion is evident on 20-30% of all coins examined which 
gives the appearance of a worn or poorly struck coin. Both 
head dies are known with full, partial, and no-drapery die 
states. On one of these head dies, the digits 18 in the date are 
not punched as strongly into the die as the digits 70. 
Consequently, the digits 18 fade and nearly disappear on very 
late die states. 


AU 

MS60 

MS63 

160 

445 

1200 

145 

800 

1400 


475 


230 

600 

2100 

454 

1260 

2520 
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1871 



MINTAGE: 1,204,560 PROOFS: 960 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .8 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .8 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .8 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (145) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.200 to 1.203 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.3 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (6 HEAD DIES) 

Several marriages exist for this variety. None have dramatic differences. (Breen-4956,4957) 

WB-102. ERRANT 1 IN ROCK. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This interesting variety is easily identified by the lower left base of an errant 1 in the rock above the space 
between the 1 and the 8 of the date. Since it is on a high portion of the rock, it quickly disappears with 
coin wear, but it is visible on coins grading fine or better. The second 1 is also slightly recut north with 
signs of repunching evident below the base of the prominent 1. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-103. RECUT FIRST 1. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The first 1 has been recut south. Slight but obvious repunching shows slightly above the base of the 
prominent first 1. The tail die is identified by a short die line in the field between the denticles and the 
left upright of the M. (Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R5- 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R5 

WB-102 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R7+ 

WB-103 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R7 


A common date overall. Scarce in higher circulated grades. Extremely scarce in mint state. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 33 (Ranked 78 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

15 

18 

29 

41 

60 

125 

270 

900 

NN 

16 

24 

29 

39 

63 

145 

800 

1400 

Redbook 

13 

18 

30 

40 

65 


450 


Trends 

16 

23 

36 

58 

75 

170 

400 

850 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

207 

542 

1344 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 


171 










1871 

(Continued) 


COMMENTS: Most coins of this date are strongly struck. The tail die of one WB-101 marriage is so rusty that most of 
the eagle’s details are engulfed by rust lumps. The head die was polished thereby removing some details of 
the drapery. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Breen has separate listings for 71 “about touch” and 71 “apart.” We find no variation 
in date logotype to justify separate variety listings. Rather, we find only very minor variations in spacing 
between the 7 and 1 which are attributable to variations in the force by which the date was punched into 
the working die and/or subsequent die abrasion. 



WB-102. Errant 1 in rock 





WB-103. Recut first 1 
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1871-CC 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 



153,950 PROOFS: See WB-102. 

Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .7 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .3 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .5 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (154) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.201, 1.202 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 

WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (3 TAIL DIES) 

All tail dies including WB-102 have large CC mintmarks. (Breen-4963) 

WB-102. RECUT 71. (1 HEAD DIE) 

Paired with two tail dies, the final two numbers in the date of this head die are recut northeast with 
remnants of a serif of an earlier 1 visible in the angle formed between its serif and the left side of its stand. 
The prominent 7 has slight doubling along its upper right side edge directly across from the tip of the serif 
of the second 1. In early die states, there are also two small vertical defect lines in the lowest part of the 
rock; the shorter line is above the left edge of the stand of the first 1, and the longer line is above the right 
edge of the base of the second prominent 1. This recutting was observed on our plate coin which 
originally came from the Bauman collection (1966) where it was cataloged as a one-sided proof. We don’t 
know if it qualifies as a branch mint proof. The obverse is fully prooflike and the rim is fairly sharp and 
square. However, the head die was also heavily polished to remove signs of repunching, and the tail die 
has been identified as being left over from 1870 when it had already developed a crack through the middle 
of MER. On the plate coin, an additional crack can be seen connecting the right base of A to the top 
arrowhead. This die crack has been observed in photos of two other coins auctioned as one-sided proofs. 
One of these (Auction ‘85) has a color plate which appears to also have a recut 1. These three different 
one-sided proofs (Proof obverse, Frosty reverse) have been auctioned by Stack’s since 1966. They are as 
follows: 

1. Bauman: 176 (12/66), Groves:442 (11/74) 

2. Hawn:252 (8/73), Fraser:379 (3/78) 

3. Slawsoml 169(4/70), 1971 ANA:853 (8/71), Halsell:728 (3/84), Auction ‘85:1725 (7/85). 

A recent examination of the authors’ reference sets of coins indicated that they each had a second 
marriage of the head die with recut 71. It is a late die state and has somewhat less visible repunching. We 
feel that it will prove to be much more available than the rare first marriage and it lowers the overall rarity 
of WB-102. The final verdict on rarity will not be known until the public responds. 

See the Miscellaneous Notes section of this chapter for additional information on branch mint proof 
coinage. (Breen-Unlisted) 
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1871-CC 

(Continued) 


RARITY: 


All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 


MS 


WB-101 

R3 


R4- 

R4+ 

R5 


R7+ 


WB-102 

R4 


R5- 

R5+ 

R6+ 


R8- 


Very scarce 

overall. Rare 

in higher circulated grades. Only one mint state coin certified to date. 


Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 

1 (Ranking tied for 8 of 122). 







DECEMBER 

1992 VALUES 






G 

VG 

F 

VF XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 


CDN 

90 

130 

190 

300 550 

925 

1750 



NN 

120 

150 

200 

325 600 

1250 

4000 

6000 


Redbook 

75 

125 

150 

325 675 


3200 



Trends 

120 

175 

300 

440 900 

1800 

4650 



WB 

144 

216 

288 

432 720 

1310 

3214 

6864 


COMMENTS: Most 1871-CC Liberty Seated Half Dollars seen have been fairly well struck. Advanced die abrasion is 
unknown for this date but minor abrasion is evident on one die as inner drapery and foot support are 
reduced slightly. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [16] page 384.) 



WB-102. Recut 71 
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1871-S 



MINTAGE: 2,178,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .9 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .9 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .7 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (139, 143,144) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.201 to 1.210 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.3 


WB-101. SMALL WIDE MINTMARK. (2 TAIL DIES) 

The size and style of mintmark is nearly identical to the small wide “perfect” S found in 1863-1864. 
(Breen-4960,4962) 

WB-102. VERY SMALL MINTMARK. (4 TAIL DIES) 

Most 1871-S marriages are this variety. The very small mintmark is the same size as the one introduced in 
1866-S With-Motto, but it is a slightly different style (upper curve is thicker) on all but one tail die 
identified. (Breen-4958,4961) 

WB-103. INCOMPLETE MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This very small mintmark was impressed into the die with the punch held in a tilted position such that 
the upper curve of S is weak on early die states (paired with a partial drapery head die) and missing on late 
diestates (paired with a no drapery head die). (See (15] page 300.) (Breen-4959) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R6- 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R3+ 

R7+ 

WB-102 

R1 

R1+ 

R1 + 

R2 

R6+ 

WB-103 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R8- 


A common date in all circulated grades, but rare in mint state. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 13 (Ranked 49 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

33 

55 

125 

310 

900 

NN 

15 

24 

29 

39 

63 

145 

800 

1400 

Redbook 

13 

21 

40 

50 

75 


425 


Trends 

14 

21 

33 

43 

83 

175 

750 

1675 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

271 

734 

1608 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1871-S 

(Continued) 


COMMENTS: Nearly all 1871-S Liberty Seated Half Dollars are well struck. Advanced die abrasion is uncommon for 
this date except for one tail die of WB-101 which has no tail feathers below the shield and WB-103 which 
is severely abraded on both dies. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Breen has separate listings for 71 “about touch” (#4960) and 71 “apart” (#4962). We 
find no variation in date logotype to justify separate variety listings. Rather, we find only very minor 
variations in spacing between the 7 and 1 which are attributable to variations in the force by which the 
date was punched into the working die and/or subsequent die abrasion. 



WB-101. Small wide mintmark 



WB-102. Very small mintmark 



WB-103. Incomplete mintmark 
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MINTAGE: 881,550 PROOFS: 950 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .8 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .7 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .4 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (145) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.200, 1.201 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .2 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (6 HEAD DIES) 

Several date placement variations exist with most dates positioned to the right of center. (Breen-4964) 

WB-102. ERRANT 8 IN ROCK. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The bottom loop of an errant 8 are in the rock above the date. The first errant 8 is in the rock directly 
above the gap between 87; a second smaller flaw is directly above the 2. The only tail paired with this 
head has very heavy die lines between the olive leaves (unfinished die). (Breen-Unlisted) 



All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 


XF/AU 


MS 

All varieties 

R1 


R1 + 

R2 


R3 


R5 

WB-101 

R1 + 


R2- 

R2 


R3 


R5 

WB-102 

R3+ 


R4 

R4+ 


R5+ 


R8- 

A common date 

overall. Scarce in 

higher circulated grades. Rare in mint state. 



Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS 

= 26 (Ranked 68 of 122). 







DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 






G 

VG 

E 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

33 

55 

125 

330 

975 

NN 

15 

24 

29 

39 

63 

145 

800 

1400 

Redbook 

20 

22 

40 

50 

80 


750 


Trends 

15 

22 

38 

48 

70 

155 

300 

650 

WB 

21 

31 

42 

62 

104 

249 

644 

1416 

Most coins of this date are 

strongly struck. 









ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Included in WB-101 is the “18” punched well into the field to the left of the date 
[Downie-Lepczyk 11/84: 863]. By die characteristic comparison of this coin, we have found this 
controversial head die to be altered by the addition of the “18” 
after the coin was struck. The coin was subsequently corroded 
and cleaned probably to hide the alteration. The then current 
owner of this piece agreed with our conclusion. 

We have not seen the Breen-4965, doubled reverse die, 
quadruple stripes in reverse shield. We checked Breen’s 
reference (Merkin 6/68:337), and found that the catalog 
description did not substantiate the listing. Perhaps this was a 
coin exhibiting bounced die (shelf) doubling from a normal 
die rather than a coin from a doubled tail die. 





WB-102. Errant 8 in rock 
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1872-CC 



MINTAGE: 257,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .7 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .4 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .4 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (154) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.201 to 1.206 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. LARGE MINTMARK. (4 TAIL DIES) (BREEN-4968) 


RARITY: All Grades G/VG FAT XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R2 R3- R3+ R4 R8- 

A scarce date overall. Extremely scarce in XF and above. Only one mint state specimen certified. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 1 (Ranking tied for 8 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

37 

58 

110 

215 

300 

725 

1900 


NN 

32 

44 

80 

160 

350 

600 

2500 

4000 

Redbook 

45 

75 

100 

225 

350 


2400 


Trends 

65 

85 

140 

275 

650 

1500 

3250 


WB 

90 

134 

179 

269 

448 

993 

2534 

5068 


COMMENTS: Most 1872-CC Liberty Seated Half Dollars seen have been somewhat softly struck. Sharp, strong strikes 
are uncommon. We have seen several pieces from one die marriage with weak BER in LIBERTY; these 
coins are often a strong VF or better on the reverse side. Advanced die abrasion is unknown for 1872-CC. 
All pieces seen have full draperies and strong foot support. One head die is known to have very slight 
doubling evident below the prominent 2. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [Gobrecht Journal issue 4], page 7.) 
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1872-S 




MINTAGE: 580,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .4 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .4 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .3 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (143, 145) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.201 to 1.207 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 

WB-101. SMALL WIDE MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 


This tail die is known to be paired with two head dies distinguishable by date position. The mintmark is 
in a high position under the crotch formed by the feather tip and the olive stem. (Breen-4966) 

WB-102. MEDIUM-SMALL MINTMARK. (2 TAIL DIES) 

This mintmark is a different size and style than any previously listed. The mintmarks on both of these 
dies are positioned low over the left edge of D in Dol. One is slightly higher than the other and can be 
identified by direct comparison. (Breen-4967) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R6 

WB-101 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R8- 

WB-102 

R2 

R3- 

R3+ 

R4 

R6+ 


A scarce date, especially in higher circulated grades. Rare in mint state. 
Total MS PCGS/N GC/AN AC S = 10 (Ranking tied for 38 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

20 

30 

45 

80 

135 

235 

750 

1100 

NN 

23 

28 

40 

80 

145 

160 

900 

1500 

Redbook 

13 

20 

30 

40 

75 


750 


Trends 

25 

39 

63 

105 

190 

375 

1200 

2900 

WB 

40 

60 

80 

120 

200 

434 

1104 

2512 


COMMENTS: Nearly all 1872-S coins are well 
struck. None of the examples 
examined have shown any signs of 
advanced die abrasion. 


WB-101. Small wide mintmark 




WB-102. Medium-small mintmark 
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1873 



MINTAGE: 


VARIETIES: 


No-Arrows, Closed 3: 587,600 
No-Arrows, Open 3: 214,200 
With-Arrows:: 1,815,700 

Authors’ Research Effort: . 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: ... 

Number of Head Dies Identified: . 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: . 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified: 
Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: ... 
Number of Major Varieties:. 


PROOFS: No-Arrows, Closed 3: 600 

No-Arrows, Open 3: Unknown 
number minted but at least 1 known. 
With-Arrows, Open 3 only: 550 

...substantial 
.18 


.16 

..!.14 

.2 (144,145) 

.1.198 to 1.204 inches 
.9 


WB-101. NO-ARROWS, OPEN 3. (2 HEAD DIES) 

The knobs of the 3 are relatively far apart (.018 inches) and easily recognized when compared with the 
much more common closed 3. This very rare variety has two die marriages. The normal marriage has 
many heavy die lumps on Liberty. A unique second marriage is known without die lumps which has been 
certified by NGC as a Proof-61. This piece could be the proof Beistle ([3]; B-1A) saw in COL Green’s 
collection. (See [14] pages 314-319, [15] pages 301-303 and [16] page 380.) (Breen-4971) 

WB-102. NO-ARROWS, CLOSED 3, NORMAL DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The knobs of the 3 are relatively close together (.008 inches). This head die is readily distinguished by a 
large die lump in Liberty’s lap. (Breen-4969) 

WB-103. NO-ARROWS, CLOSED 3, ERRANT 8 IN DENTICLES. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The top of what appears to be the upper loop of an errant 8 is visible in the denticles below the 7 in the 
date. This head die is paired with two tail dies and the 8 in the denticles is not visible on the second 
marriage. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-104. NO-ARROWS, CLOSED 3, TRIPLED 3. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 3 in the date is triple punched north. The bottoms of two extra 3’s show (one heavy and one light) 
below the prominent 3. (Breen-Included in 4970) 

WB-105. NO-ARROWS, CLOSED 3, RECUT 73. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The figures 7 and 3 are recut north with the bottoms of an extra 73 showing boldly below the prominent 
73. This repunching is easily seen even on low grade coins. (Breen-Included in 4970) 

WB-106. LARGE ARROWS. (5 HEAD DIES) 

This is the most common of the arrows varieties for this date. The large arrows are approximately 0.115 
inches long. We suspect more marriages are available as we have not made a serious effort to document 
them to date. (Breen-4974) 

WB-107. SMALL ARROWS. (3 HEAD DIES) 

More difficult to find than the large arrows, we have documented 5 different head dies with small arrows 
including WB-108 and WB-109. The small arrows are approximately .090 inches long. Side by side 
comparison with WB-106 will show a dramatic size difference. (See [15] pages 304-307.) (Breen-4976) 
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1873 

(Continued) 


WB-108. SMALL ARROWS, RECUT 3. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The 3 is visibly recut south. The lower loop of the prominent 3 shows the bottom of an extra 3. The tail 
die has many fine die lines in the right wing. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-109. SMALL ARROWS, QUAD STRIPES. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This popular small arrows variety has the most dramatic doubled head die of the Liberty Seated Half 
Dollar series. The head die doubling accounts for the quadruple vertical stripes in the obverse shield (this 
is not a design change) and other doubled characteristics such as Liberty’s lower gown, foot, shield, scroll, 
and lower stars. The quadruple stripes are distinguishable even on G-VG coins. This head die is paired 
with two tail dies. The doubling shows clearly on both marriages. (See [15] pages 304-307 and [Gobrecht 
Journal issue 51] pages 11-13.) (Breen-4975) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 


F/VF 

XF/AU 


MS 

All varieties 

R1 


R1 


R1 + 

R2- 


R4- 

WB-101 

R5+ 


R6 


R7- 

R7+ 


R8- 

WB-102 

R2 


R3- 


R3+ 

R4 


R6+ 

WB-103 

R3- 


R3+ 


R4 

R5- 


R7+ 

WB-104 

R3- 


R3+ 


R4 

R5- 


R7+ 

WB-105 

R3- 


R3+ 


R4 

R5- 


R7+ 

WB-106 

R1 


R1 + 


R2- 

R3- 


R4+ 

WB-107 

R1 + 


R2- 


R2+ 

R3+ 


R6+ 

WB-108 

R3- 


R3+ 


R4 

R5- 


R7+ 

WB-109 

R3- 


R3+ 


R4 

R5- 


R7+ 

Overall, the 1873-P is a common 

date, but the No-Arrows varieties all are 

better dates 

i and extremely 

scarce to rare in higher circulated grades. The With-Arrows variety 

carries additional value because it is a 

two-year type coin. 








No Arrows, Closed 3: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 18 (Ranked 18 of 122). 


No Arrows, Open 3: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS 

= 1 (Ranking tied for 5 of 122). 


With-Arrows: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS 

= 77 (Ranked 98 of 122). 





DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 




No-Arrows, Open 3 

G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

1850 

2400 

3000 

4100 

4500 

6000 

10500 


NN 

2500 

3000 

4000 

5000 

6500 




Redbook 









Trends 

2650 

3350 

4150 

5900 

7750 

10750 

19000 

40000 

WB 

960 

1440 

1920 

2880 

4800 

6065 

13414 

26828 

No-Arrows, Closed 3 

G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

18 

31 

47 

75 

100 

160 

375 

925 

NN 

15 

24 

38 

50 

95 

150 

760 

1350 

Redbook 

13 

18 

30 

40 

70 


700 


Trends 

23 

43 

63 

93 

155 

285 

425 

850 

WB 

26 

38 

51 

77 

128 

302 

778 

1640 

With-Arrows, All Sizes 

G 

VG 

F 

VE 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

14 

20 

29 

60 

155 

385 

825 

2100 

NN 

17 

25 

36 

80 

225 

445 

950 

2750 

Redbook 

20 

25 

38 

80 

225 


1000 


Trends 

16 

24 

38 

73 

200 

425 

975 

2350 

WB 

35 

53 

70 

106 

176 

440 

1056 

2112 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1873 

(Continued) 


COMMENTS: Coins of this date are generally well struck. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [14] pages 322-324 and [16] pages 381-384.) 

Some head dies are found with an arrow at each side of the date signifying a weight standard change made 
in 1873 from 192.0 to 192.9 grains. 


The style of the 3 was changed from closed to open prior to April 1, 1873 (exact date unknown but 
mentioned in a letter from the Philadelphia Chief Coiner A. Loudon Snowden to Director of the Mint 
James Pollock [18]) because the closed 3 could be easily mistaken for an 8, especially on smaller sized 
coins. Before an abundance of open 3’s could be minted and distributed, the weight was changed 
mandating the addition of arrows at both ends of the date. All known 1873 arrows halves have an open 
style 3. 

A hoard of approximately 50 no arrows, closed 3 circulated halves was displayed at ANS’s November 
1986 Coinage of America conference in New York City. 


Unlike the 1853-1855 arrows varieties, the positional variations of the arrows on this date indicate that 
the arrows were punched into individual working dies. 


The large/small arrows are sometimes called long/short respectively. 



WB-101. No-arrows, open 3 


WB-102. No-arrows, closed 3, normal date 



WB-103. No-arrows, closed 3, WB-104. No-arrows, closed 3, tripled 3 

errant 8 in denticles 




Trinnr)nrnnnr\f^ 

WB-105. No-arrows, closed 3, recut 73 





WB-109. Small arrows, quad stripes 
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1873-CC 



MINTAGE: No-Arrows: 122,500 PROOFS: None. 

With-Arrows:: 214,560 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .NA: substantial, WA: extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .6 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .6 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .3 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (154) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.203 to 1.206 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.3 

WB-101. NO-ARROWS, SMALL MINTMARK. (2 HEAD DIES) 

These two head dies do not have arrowheads at the date. Both have a “closed" style 3 in the date, and 
both are paired to the same tail die which has a small CC mintmark. (Breen-4973) 

WB-102. WITH-ARROWS, SMALL MINTMARK. (2 HEAD DIES) 

These two head dies have large arrowheads at the date, and both are paired to the same tail die which has 
a small CC mintmark. (Breen-4979) 

WB-103. WITH-ARROWS, LARGE MINTMARK. (2 HEAD DIES) 

These two head dies have large arrowheads at the date, and both are paired to the same tail die which has 
a large CC mintmark. (Breen-4980) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7- 

WB-101 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

WB-102 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 

WB-103 

R3 + 

R4 

R4+ 

R5+ 

R7+ 


Very scarce to extremely scarce in all circulated grades. Extremely rare in mint state. 
No-Arrows: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 1 (Ranked 7 of 122). 

With-Arrows: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 5 (Ranked 24 of 122). 




DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 





No-Arrows 

G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

75 

100 

200 

350 

525 

1400 

3150 


NN 

no 

130 

200 

310 

475 

850 

3000 

4800 

Redbook 

50 

75 

135 

235 

400 


2500 


Trends 

115 

165 

280 

450 

1300 

2650 

5500 

15000 

WB 

192 

288 

384 

576 

960 

1590 

3814 

6800 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1873-CC 

(Continued) 









With-Arrows 

G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

70 

100 

200 

365 

950 

1900 

3400 


NN 

60 

75 

95 

225 

450 

900 

2500 

4000 

Redbook 

35 

60 

125 

185 

300 


1750 


Trends 

100 

150 

275 

410 

900 

2250 

5000 

16000 

WB 

120 

180 

240 

360 

600 

971 

2316 

5828 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [14] pages 322-324 and [Gobrecht Journal issue 54] pages 3-7.) 

All large arrows head dies have an “open” style 3 in the date. 

Some head dies are found with an arrowhead at each side of the date signifying a weight standard change 
made in 1873 from 192.0 to 192.9 grains. 

The Orlando hoard of 230 circulated 1873-CC With-Arrows pieces contained the following: 115 small 
CC and 115 large CC. Four of these (3 small CC, 1 large CC) had reverses rotated over 20 degrees. 



WB-101. No-Arrows, small mintmark 



WB-102. With-Arrows, small mintmark 



WB-103. With-Arrows, large mintmarK 
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1873-S 



MINTAGE: No Arrows: 5,000 PROOFS: None. 

With-Arrows: 228,000 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .1 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .1 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .1 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (145) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.207 to 1.209 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. MINUTE MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This mintmark is a different size and style than any previously listed. All coins seen have been from a 
single die marriage. The head die has large arrowheads at the date. (Breen-4978) 

RARITY: All Grades G/VG FAT XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R2 R3 R3+ R4+ R7+ 

A scarce date, especially in higher grades. Extremely rare in mint state. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 3 (Ranking tied for 14 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

32 

51 

85 

165 

310 

550 

1200 


NN 

45 

60 

90 

165 

300 

575 

1850 

2950 

Redbook 

30 

35 

60 

100 

250 


1200 


Trends 

40 

65 

110 

190 

300 

700 

2000 

12500 

WB 

120 

180 

240 

360 

600 

1032 

2500 

5000 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [14] pages 320-324.) 

All 1873-S coins are found with an arrowhead at each side of the date signifying a weight standard change 
made in 1873 from 192.0 to 192.9 grains. 

Of the 5,000 minted No-Arrows coins, none are known to exist today. With the April 1, 1873 effective 
date of the Coinage Act of 1873, all existing No-Arrows coins were supposedly melted at the mint before 
release. A single No-Arrows piece (Breen-4972), an assay piece shipped to Philadelphia on March 5, 
1873 and cataloged in Beistle’s reference [3], is untraced. It may have been in Col Green’s collection 
when cataloged by Beisde, or more likely, Beisde acknowledged the possible existence of this coin but 
never really saw it. Most likely, the 1873-S No-Arrows assay coin took the route of most assay pieces and 
was destroyed. 

We have not seen the Small Broad S claimed by Breen (Breen-4977), and we believe that it is a 
misattributed minute S. 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1874 



MINTAGE: 2,360,300 


PROOFS: 700 (Breen says 750) 


VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .moderate 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .9 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .8 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.7 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (145, 154) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.200, 1.202 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.-3 


WB-101. SMALL ARROWS. (1 HEAD DIE) 

Usually found as a proof and by far scarcer than WB-102, this variety has small arrows (.090 inches long). 
The size is easily recognized when compared with large arrows. Additionally, the arrow heads are much 
closer to the denticles than the rock. One head and two tail dies are known for this variety. Business 
strikes are rare, proofs common. (Breen-4982) 

WB-102. LARGE ARROWS. (6 HEAD DIES) 

The most common variety of this date, the arrows are large (.115 inches long) and almost always pointing 
slightly up. Unlike the arrows pieces of the 1850’s, arrows positional variations exist. Many marriages 
with large arrows are available but we have not made a serious effort to document them to date. (Breen- 
4981) 

WB-103. LARGE ARROWS RECUT OVER SMALL ARROWS. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This variety has the large arrows punched over small arrows, remnants of which are visible at the junction 
of the arrow shafts and arrowhead under both large arrows. Because the small arrow remnants are in a 
recessed area, they will be visible even on very low grade coins. The end of the left arrow shaft points to 
the crossbar of the 4; much lower than most other arrows halves. (Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3+ 

WB-101 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R8- 

WB-102 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3+ 

WB-103 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R8- 


A common date overall. 

With-Arrows: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 108 (Ranked 108 of 122). 

Nearly all business strikes have large arrows; very few have small arrows. WB-103 was recently discovered 
and its rarity is estimated. 
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1874 

(Continued) 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

14 

20 

29 

60 

155 

385 

825 

2100 

NN 

17 

25 

36 

80 

225 

445 

950 

2750 

Redbook 

20 

25 

38 

80 

225 


900 


Trends 

16 

24 

38 

70 

195 

435 

975 

2250 

WB 

35 

53 

70 

106 

176 

440 

1056 

2112 


COMMENTS: Most 1874 Liberty Seated Half Dollars seen have been strongly struck. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: All 1874 coins are found with an arrow at each side of the date signifying a weight 
standard change made in 1873 from 192.0 to 192.9 grains. 

One tail die included in WB-102 has interesting “haywire” die scratches in the eagle’s right wing. 
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1874-CC 




MINTAGE: 59,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .2 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .2 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .1 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (154) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.201, 1.203 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. LARGE ARROWS, NORMAL REVERSE. (1 TAIL DIE) 

Two head dies are paired with a single tail die marked with small CC’s which has a die line through ES in 
STATES and except in late die states has a tine resembling a cowlick off the eagle’s head. (Breen-4988) 

WB-102. LARGE ARROWS, DAMAGED TAIL DIE. (1 TAIL DIE) 

Actually a die state of WB-101, there is heavy die damage (nicknamed “railroad tracks”) in STATES. 
(Included in Breen-4988) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R3+ 

R4 

R5- 

R5+ 

R6+ 

WB-101 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R7- 

WB-102 

R5 

R5+ 

R6+ 

R7 

R8- 


A very scarce date. Rare in XF and above. Very rare in mint state. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 9 (Ranked 33 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

165 

280 

420 

625 

1100 

2400 5800 


NN 

165 

210 

325 

500 

925 

1750 4500 

7200 

Redbook 

100 

175 

350 

500 

900 

4000 


Trends 

190 

300 

500 

850 

1450 

2900 7750 

22500 

WB 

400 

600 

800 

1200 

2000 

2541 5632 

11632 


COMMENTS: Nearly all 1874-CC Liberty Seated Half Dollars seen have 
been well struck. Die abrasion is unknown for this date. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [15] pages 308-310 and [16] pages 
385-386.) 

All 1874-CC coins are found with an arrow at each side of the 
date signifying a weight standard change made in 1873 from 
192.0 to 192.9 grains. 



WB-102. Large arrows, damaged tail die 
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1874-S 



MINTAGE: 394,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .3 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .2 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .3 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (144, 145) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.201 to 1.209 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .3 


WB-101. SMALL WIDE MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

We are unaware of any Small Wide S with double punched mintmarlc as reported by Breen (#4986) and 
believe it to be a cataloguing error (misattributed WB-102 most likely). (Breen-4985) 

WB-102. MEDIUM-SMALL MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

The mintmark is very heavily impressed into the die and has the appearance of being double punched or 
impressed from a poorly made punch. The space inside both the upper and lower curves of the S are filled 
in. (Breen-4983 and 4984) 

WB-103. MINUTE MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This mintmark is similar in size and position to that of the 1873-S but this tail die is definitely a different 
die. (Breen-4987) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R6 

WB-101 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

R4+ 

R7 

WB-102 

R4 

R5- 

R5 + 

R6+ 

R7+ 

WB-103 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 


A scarce date, especially in higher circulated grades. Rare in mint state. 
With-Arrows: Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 14 (Ranked 51 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

24 

30 

55 

130 

260 

450 

1300 

3100 

NN 

25 

30 

38 

100 

275 

525 

2000 

3200 

Redbook 

30 

35 

60 

100 

250 


1400 


Trends 

32 

40 

73 

155 

265 

600 

1850 

3850 

WB 

48 

72 

96 

144 

240 

452 

1116 

2408 
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1874-8 

(Continued) 


COMMENTS: All 1874'S Liberty Seated Half Dollars seen have been well struck. Advanced die abrasion is unknown for 
this date. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: All 1874'S coins are found with an arrowhead at each side of the date signifying a 
weight standard change made in 1873 from 192.0 to 192.9 grains. 

Breen-4983, tall narrow S (not recut) is an erroneous listing based on a cataloging error. Lot 1069, 
Gilhousen sale (Superior 10/73), was described as an 1874-S medium-large S, but the lot photo showed 
that the coin had a small wide S (WB-101). Superior made the same cataloging mistake on lot 1072, an 
1875-S which was described as a medium-large S when in fact the photo showed the coin had a small 
wide S. 



WB-101. Small wide mintmark 



WB-102. Medium-small mintmark 



WB-103. Minute mintmark 
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1875 



MINTAGE: 6,027,500 



PROOFS: 700 (Breen says 650) 


VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .casual 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .11 

N umber of Head Dies Identified: .11 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .9 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified: .. .4 (144, 145, 154,156) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.202 to 1.204 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (MANY HEAD DIES) 

Most marriages under this variety have similar date placements. This variety has several visibly different 
reed counts. (Breen-4989) 


RARITY: 


All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 


WB-101 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R3+ 


A very common date. There appear to be very few die variations to motivate interest. However, with such 
a huge mintage some interesting varieties will most likely be discovered. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 120 (Ranked 112 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

31 

55 

125 

320 

675 

NN 

15 

24 

29 

37 

60 

120 

800 

1400 

Redbook 

12 

18 

30 

40 

60 


375 


Trends 

14 

20 

30 

43 

68 

165 

300 

600 

WB 

14 

22 

29 

43 

72 

151 

380 

872 


COMMENTS: This date comes with an average strike for With-Motto pieces. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: We have not seen the double date described by Beistle-2aAa [3] and listed by Breen 
(#4990) but acknowledge that our research effort for this date with very high coinage has been casual to 
date. This variety could be shelf (bounced die) doubling, but it could also be a major variety which we 
will list once verified. 
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1875-CC 



MINTAGE: 1,008,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .13 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .9 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .6 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (154) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.203 to 1.206 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .3 


WB-101. MEDIUM MINTMARK, NORMAL (5 TAIL DIES) 

(Breen-4995) 

WB-102. MEDIUM CC, FIRST C RECUT OVER A SMALLER C. (1 TAIL DIE) 
(Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R3- 

R5- 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R5- 

WB-102 

R2+ 

R3 + 

R4 

R4+ 

R7+ 


A common date overall, though scarce in higher circulated grades. 
Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 34 (Ranked 79 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

16 

29 

41 

55 

105 

175 

415 

1175 

NN 

17 

33 

35 

45 

100 

200 

850 

1450 

Redbook 

17 

20 

35 

45 

75 


600 


Trends 

20 

38 

55 

75 

165 

300 

650 

1175 

WB 

21 

31 

42 

62 

104 

234 

598 

1356 


COMMENTS: All 1875-CC Liberty Seated Half Dollars seen have been with a medium size mintmark and well struck. 
Advanced die abrasion is unknown with all marriages having full or nearly full drapery. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: We attribute the 1875-CC tall boldface CC described in Breen (Breen-4996) as 
being an auction catalog description of what we call a medium CC. In some of the Merkin and Superior 
auctions of the early 1970’s in situations where the previous lots had been 1873-CC and/or 1874-CC with 
small CC’s, the following 1875-CC lot was described as having taller CC’s (than the previous lot). The 
appearance of the C’s adds to collector confusion. We acknowledge that the C’s on 1875-CC coins 
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1875-CC 

(Continued) 


have two distinctly different appearances for the same medium size CC mintmark. We believe this is due 
to a quality defect in the letter punch used to make the mintmark (C). We believe that during 
construction of the punch, the letter C started out as an O and the right side of the circle (or ellipse) was 
carved away (but not completely to the base of the punch). Accordingly, working dies with heavily 
impressed mintmarks produced coins with C’s which were connected (closed) along their right side by a 
shallow line. After vigorous die wear or die abrasion, the connecting line disappeared and the C s 
appeared normal (open). Working dies with lightly impressed mintmarks produced coins with C’s which 
were always open. Open C’s “appear” to be taller than closed C’s although they are actually 
microscopically smaller in size. 

It is entirely possible that tall and small size mintmarked dies could have been used in 1875 as both were 
utilized in preceding and succeeding years (See Chapter 2, mintmark size chart for more information). 
However, if marriages with these mintmarks do exist, they would be extremely rare. 



WB'102. Medium CC, first C recut over smaller C 
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1875-S 



MINTAGE: 3,200,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .20 

N umber of Head Dies Identified: .15 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .15 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (147,148) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.200 to 1.210 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.5 


WB-101. VERY SMALL MINTMARK. (11 TAIL DIES) 

This common variety encompassed 95% of all coins examined. (Breen-4993) 

WB-102. VERY SMALL RECUT MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This tail die has an extra serif protruding from the left side of the lower serif of the prominent S. 
(Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-103. MEDIUM-SMALL MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This tail die is known to be paired with only one head die, and nearly all coins seen to date have a heavy 
die crack connecting the bottoms of the digits in the date. (Breen-4992) 

WB-104. SMALL WIDE MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This tail die is known to be paired with only one head die and all coins seen to date have die damage in 
the recessed area of the shield above the letters TY. (Breen-4991) 

WB-105. MICRO MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This mintmark is a different size and style than any previously listed. This tail die is known to be paired 
with only one head die, but has both full drapery and partial drapery in different die states. (See [16] page 
387.) (Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R3 

WB-101 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R3 

WB-102 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R4 

R4+ 

R7 

WB-103 

R4+ 

R5+ 

R6 

R7- 

R8- 

WB-104 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R6- 

R7+ 

WB-105 

R7- 

R7+ 

R7+ 

R8- 

UNK 


A common date overall due to the abundance of WB-101; 1875-S is a cherry-picker’s paradise with many 
rare, coveted varieties. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 184 (Ranked 120 of 122). 
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1875-S 

(Continued) 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

13 

18 

30 

43 

80 

125 

270 

675 

NN 

15 

24 

29 

37 

60 

120 

350 

1100 

Redbook 

12 

18 

30 

40 

60 


375 


Trends 

14 

21 

44 

58 

88 

175 

340 

825 

WB 

14 

22 

29 

43 

72 

144 

360 

760 


COMMENTS: Most 1875-S Liberty Seated Half Dollars seen have been well struck. Advanced die abrasion is rarely seen 
although a few marriages with partial draperies and weak foot supports have been documented. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Breen-4994, 1875-S blundered obverse (misplaced 1 at base of rock) exists but is 
barley noticeable. Also, since the die is heavily clashed in the drapery area, it is possible that the slight 
mark below the rock in the area above the figure 1 is also a clash marie rather than a misplaced 1. It is 
included in our WB-101. 

Included in WB-104 are a railroad rim example with a diameter of 1.234 inches and a broadstruck 
example with a diameter of 1.275 inches. 




WB-101. Very small mintmark 


WB-102. Very small recut mintmark 



WB-103. Medium-small mintmark 



WB-104. Small wide mintmark 



WB-105. Micro mintmark 


Randy Wiley &. Bill Bugert 
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1876 




MINTAGE; 8,419,150 PROOFS: 1,150 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .moderate 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .14 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .14 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.14 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (144, 155, 156) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.201 to 1.207 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.6 


WB-101. TAIL HUB VARIETY 1, OPEN BUD. (4 TAIL DIES) 

Numerous marriages can be seen of this variety. This die was produced from the old Tail Hub Variety 1 
which is distinguished by a bud (berry) below the stem on the olive branch which is open (split). (Breen- 

4997) 

WB-102. TAIL HUB VARIETY 2, CLOSED BUD. (6 TAIL DIES) 

Numerous marriages can be seen of this variety. These dies were produced from the new Tail Hub Variety 
2 (closed bud [berry]). (Breen-4998) 

WB-103. ERRANT 6 IN DENTICLES. (2 HEAD DIES) 

One head die is readily identified by a very heavy top loop of an errant 6 punched into the denticles below 
the prominent 7. Unlike other dates where the digit is recessed in the denticles, this variety has the 
blunder punch raised above the denticles. Both the head and tail dies are heavily cracked. The other 
head die has the top loop of the 6 in the denticles below die space between 76 (no photo). Both tail dies 
are Tail Hub Variety 1. (See [16] page 388.) (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-104. RECUT 6. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The lower loop of a misplaced 6 can be seen between the prominent 7 and 6. It is faintly impressed but, 
because it is in a recessed area, is visible on low grade coins. This die pair is very heavily clashed. The tail 
die is from Tail Hub Variety 1. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-105. RECUT 76. (1 HEAD DIE) 

Remnants of an early date show plainly below the lower left of the digits 76. There is also the base of a 
faint 1 protruding from left lower loop of the 8. This variety has weak drapery; no doubt resultant of effort 
to polish away the repunched digits. The tail die is a Tail Hub Variety 1. (Breen-Unlisted) 

WB-106. DOUBLED DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

This newly published variety has a strongly doubled date. Under the prominent date, are the remnants of 
another 1876 date punched lower and to the right but from a date punch other than a half dollar gang punch. 
By comparison of the spacing of the underlying to the prominent digits, it is readily apparent they are not 
from the same size gang punch. The most noticeable difference is as follows: the remnants of 18 are to the 
right of the prominent 18 while the remnants of the 6 are to the left of the prominent 6. We have not 
determined what denomination gang punch was initially used but rule out the quarter dollar. Only one 
specimen, the discovery piece provided for study by Dennis Fuoss via Frank Van Valen of Bowers and 
Merena, has been seen by the authors. This doubled date head die is paired with a normal tail die which 
was made from hub variety 1. (See [Gobrecht Journal issue 54] page 35.) (Breen-Unlisted) 
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1876 

(Continued) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R3 

WB-101 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R4 

WB-102 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R4 

WB-103 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

WB-104 

R2 

R2+ 

R3 + 

R4 

R7+ 

WB-105 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R7+ 

WB-106 

R8? 

UNK 

UNK 

UNK 

UNK 


Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 162 (Ranked 118 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

31 

55 

125 

270 

675 

NN 

15 

24 

32 

40 

60 

135 

340 

1100 

Redbook 

12 

18 

30 

40 

60 


375 


Trends 

14 

20 

30 

36 

65 

150 

300 

635 

WB 

14 

22 

29 

43 

72 

144 

360 

764 


COMMENTS: Varieties from both tail hub varieties are found with average strikes and little die abrasion. This last trait 
is remarkable considering the blundered dates. See Additional Information under 1877-P regrading hub 
varieties. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Although a common date, recent discoveries of major blunder varieties will 
undoubtedly draw collector interest and probably new discoveries. 

Most blundered dates were probably overlooked at the Mint due to the extremely high mintage. 

One die state (WB-101 or 102: indescemable from photo) has a reverse rotated 80 degrees. 



Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1876-CC 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY: 



1,420,000 PROOFS: Unknown number minted. One so- 

called proof exists.* 

Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .24 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .19 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .21 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified: .. .4 (144, 152,153,154) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.201 to 1.208 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .3 

WB-101. SMALL MINTMARK. (6 TAIL DIES) 

Most of these dies can be identified by comparison of mintmark placement and space between the C’s. 
(Breen-5005) 

WB-102. MEDIUM MINTMARK. (13 TAIL DIES) 

Two of these tail dies were originally used in 1875. Most of these dies can be identified by comparison of 
mintmark placement and space between the C’s. (Breen-5004) 

WB-103. LARGE MINTMARK. (2 TAIL DIES) 

Both of these tail dies were originally used in 1871. Both are seen cracked: one above RICA and the 
other (which was used in 1873) through the olive leaves. (Breen-5003) 



All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R4+ 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3+ 

R6- 

WB-102 

R1 

R1 + 

R2- 

R2+ 

R5 

WB-103 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

R5- 

R8- 


A common date overall, but extremely scarce in mint state. It is often priced at a premium due to 
popularity of CC mintmarks, but we think it is currendy overpriced. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 46 (Ranked 87 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

13 

22 

32 

45 

75 

160 

430 

1025 

NN 

18 

30 

35 

45 

100 

200 

850 

1400 

Redbook 

17 

20 

35 

45 

75 


600 


Trends 

16 

29 

47 

65 

125 

345 

675 

1300 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

190 

492 

1168 
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1876-CC 

(Continued) 


COMMENTS: Nearly all 1876-CC Liberty Seated Half Dollars seen have been well struck. Many have been prooflike. 

Advanced die abrasion is unknown for this date except for one die marriage seen with no inside drapery 
folds and only a partial outside drapery fold. Note: average coinage per die pair is only 59,000 coins. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: All tail dies documented for 1876-CC have been from a Tail Hub Variety 1. If a tail 
die from hub variety 2 exists for this date, it would be extremely rare. (Breen-5006). 

* = Lot 575 of recent Stack’s sale (1/93) is cataloged as “possibly Unique 1876-CC Proof Half Dollar” 
(accompanied by a Walter Breen letter of authenticity). The auction photo matches one of the 6 die 
marriages documented for WB-101. Our reference coin is Choice AU but polished. It is very proof-like 
in appearance on both sides, has very sharp stars, and a wire rim on the reverse. 



Randy Wiley &. Bill Bugert 
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1876-S 



MINTAGE: 4,528,000 PROOFS: None*. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .25 

N umber of Head Dies Identified: .23 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .22 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.4 (147, 148, 149, 150) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.202 to 1.220 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.3 


WB-101. TAIL HUB VARIETY 1, MICRO MINTMARK. (7 TAIL DIES) 

One tail die has S recut right (signs of repunching west of prominent S). Another tail die has a recut/filled 
S and looks like a blob. (Breen-5000) 

WB-102. TAIL HUB VARIETY 1, VERY SMALL MINTMARK. (14 TAIL DIES) 

One tail die has S slightly recut with signs of repunching along the west edge of lower serif. (Breen-4999) 

WB-103. TAIL HUB VARIETY 2, VERY SMALL RECUT MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This tail die is seen paired to a single head die (see Comments). (Breen-5002) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R4- 

WB-101 

R1 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R5 

WB-102 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R4 

WB-103 

R7+ 

R8- 

UNK 

R8 

R8- 


A common date. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 100 (Ranked 108 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

31 

55 

125 

270 

675 

NN 

15 

24 

32 

40 

60 

120 

340 

1100 

Redbook 

12 

18 

30 

40 

60 


375 


Trends 

14 

20 

30 

36 

65 

190 

425 

775 

WB 

14 

22 

29 

43 

72 

151 

380 

820 
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1876-S 

(Continued) 


COMMENTS: * = All examples of WB-103 have been extremely prooflike and are considered to be possible centennial 
presentation strikes. This could account for this variety being extremely rare. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: We have not seen Breen-5001 (1876-S Type II reverse, micro S) but consider it to be 
a false listing due to auction cataloging error. 

Historically, auction cataloging errors have caused much confusion regarding Tail Hub Varieties 1 and 2 
for 1876-S and 1877-S. This can be attributed to a major mistake in [25] which the catalogers were using 
for a reference. Specifically, [25] correctly identifies 1876-P tail hub varieties 1 as follows: F267.1876 
‘Type 1 (rev. hub of 1876-77): lower berry on branch split” and F268.1876 ‘Type 2 (rev. hub of 1876- 
1891): lower berry on branch pointed “ where the terms “berry pointed” and “berry split” are synonymous 
with our “open bud” and “closed bud” descriptions. However, the next listing F269.1876-S “Small S 
(Type 1 rev.) and Micro S (Type 2 rev.) varieties” erroneously associates the key for hub identification 
with mintmark size rather than open/closed bud. F272.1877-S “Small and Micro S varieties was also 
erroneous by association with F269. Correcdy stated, dies from the old Tail Hub Variety 1 were marked 
from a Micro S punch and a Very Small S punch ([25] identifies this size mintmark as “Small” S), whereas 
dies from the new Tail Hub Variety 2 were marked from a Very Small S punch but not from a Micro S 
punch. The most common cataloging error was for an 1876-S or 1877-S coin with a Micro S mintmark to 
be called “Micro S, Type 2” because of F269 when actual Micro S, Type 2 coins do not exist (are 
unknown to us). 



WB-101. Tail hub variety 1, 
micro mintmark 



WB-102. Tail hub variety 1, 
very small mintmark 


WB-103. Tail hub variety 2, 
very small recut mintmark 
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MINTAGE: 


8,304,510 


PROOFS: 510 


VARIETIES: 


Authors’ Research Effort: . 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: ... 

Number of Head Dies Identified: . 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: . 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified: 
Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: 
Number of Major Varieties:. 


.casual 

.15 

.15 

.15 

.7 (144,147,152,154,155,156,157) 

..1.200 to 1.207 inches 

.5 


WB-101. TAIL HUB VARIETY 1, OPEN BUD. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This die was produced from the old Tail Hub Variety 1 which is distinguished by a bud (berry) below the 
stem on the olive branch which is open (split). (Breen-5007) 


WB-102. HUB VARIETY 1/2 TRANSITIONAL DIE. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This die was technically produced from the new Tail Hub Variety 2 but the die has the open bud (split 
berry) characteristic which (except for this unique exception) distinguishes a Tail Hub Variety 1. See 
Additional Information for details. (Breen-Unlisted) 


WB-103. TAIL HUB VARIETY 2, CLOSED BUD. (MANY TAIL DIES) 

These dies were produced from the new Tail Hub Variety 2 which is distinguished by a bud (berry) below 
the stem on the olive branch which is closed (pointed). (Breen-5008) 

WB-104. TAIL HUB VARIETY 2, RECUT SECOND 7. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The second 7 is slightly recut northeast; minor repunching shows on the lower left of the second 7. This 
head die is paired with a tail die from Tail Hub Variety 2. (Breen-Unlisted) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R3+ 

WB-101 

R7+ 

R8- 

R8 

R8 

UNK 

WB-102 

R7+ 

R8- 

R8- 

UNK 

R8 

WB-103 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R3+ 

WB-104 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R7+ 


This date is very common but its rare varieties provide an adequate incentive to study, cherry-pick, 
and collect. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 128 (Ranked 113 of 122). 
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1877 

(Continued) 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

31 

60 

125 

270 

675 

NN 

15 

24 

29 

45 

60 

120 

340 

1100 

Redbook 

12 

18 

30 

40 

60 


375 


Trends 

14 

20 

30 

36 

65 

150 

300 

650 

WB 

14 

22 

29 

43 

72 

151 

380 

792 


COMMENTS: Fully struck coins are easily found. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [15] pages 311-312.) 

We are convinced that the “closed bud” characteristic which distinguishes the Tail Hub Variety 2 
introduced in 1876 was intentionally created by Charles Barber to “sign” the work he had done producing 
a new working hub to be used for subsequent production of working dies. We believe that Barber’s 
assigned task was to raise a new working hub from an existing master die which would duplicate the 
existing coinage exactly, except for strengthening some minor weaknesses in the design. Once 
accomplished, Barber used this reworked hub to sink at least one working die to test his work. Except for 
very slight differences perceivable to only the highest trained eyes, this die was identical to those 
produced from the previous hub (including the characteristic open bud). This working die was put into 
production and the subsequent coinage convinced Barber that his work on the new hub was good. As a 
final testament to his work, Barber altered the lower olive bud on his new hub such that it would appear 
closed instead of open on all working dies subsequently sunk from that hub. 

So-called 1877/6. We believe a variety of this date has been mislabeled as an 1877/6 overdate. The common 
belief is that an early 6 existed on the working die and a later 7 was punched over it forcing the remnants of the 
early 6 deep into the die. Consequently, the 6 would appear as a raised image on the top of the 7. We believe 
this rational to be technically impossible. In order for any portion of an earlier number 6 punched into a die to 
be visible as a raised image on the very top surface of a later number 7 punched into the same die, the “entire 
number 6” would necessarily have had to be punched into the die to a slighdy greater depth than the digit 7. If 
this were the case, than other remnants of the number 6 would most certainly be visible around the edge of the 
final number 7. More than likely, the raised portion on top of the 7 that ‘looks like the top of the 6” is in 
actuality some debris on the date punch for the number 7. This minor variety is not included in our listing and is 
only mentioned here such that it would not appear to be a major variety which we failed to list This head die is 
paired with a hub variety 2 tail. (See [Gobrecht Journal issue 50] page 45.) 




transitional die WB-103. Tail hub variety 2, closed bud 


WB'101. Tail hub variety 1, open bud 


WB-102. Hub 


variety 


1/2 


WB-104. Tail hub variety 2, recut second 7 


So-called 1877 recut over 6 
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1877-CC 



MINTAGE: 1,956,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .15 

N umber of Head Dies Identified: .12 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.13 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (143) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.201 to 1.206 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.4 


WB-101. TAIL HUB VARIETY 1, SMALL MINTMARK. (3 TAIL DIES) 

(See [Gobrecht Journal issue 51] pages 27-28.) (Breen-5017) 

WB-102. TAIL HUB VARIETY 1, MEDIUM MINTMARK. (2 TAIL DIES) (Breen-5018) 

WB-103. TAIL HUB VARIETY 2, MEDIUM MINTMARK, NORMAL DATE. (7 TAIL DIES) 
One tail die has slightly recut CC’s with a trace of repunching south of the prominent CC’s. 
(Breen-5020 and 5021) 

WB-104. TAIL HUB VARIETY 2, MEDIUM MINTMARK, RECUT 77. (1 HEAD DIE) 

The last two digits are recut north with signs of obvious repunching below the second 7 and less dramatic 
repunching below the first 7. This head die is known to be paired with a single tail die. (Breen-5022) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2+ 

R3+ 

WB-101 

R2 

R3- 

R3 + 

R4 

UNK 

WB-102 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R8 

WB-103 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R3+ 

WB-104 

R3 

R4- 

R4+ 

R5 

R7+ 


A common date. Scarce in mint state. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 129 (Ranked 114 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

14 

22 

33 

47 

85 

160 

485 

1050 

NN 

17 

33 

35 

45 

95 

160 

800 

1400 

Redbook 

17 

20 

35 

45 

75 


600 


Trends 

17 

30 

47 

64 

125 

320 

615 

1075 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

160 

400 

800 
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1877-CC 

(Continued) 


COMMENTS: Nearly all 1877-CC Liberty Seated Half Dollars seen have been well struck. Advanced die abrasion is 
rarely seen with only a few being reduced to a partial drapery after having been clashed. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Lots 387 and 388 from Stack’s “Fraser" sale (3/78) are noted as being from an original 
roll. Lot 387 photo is a WB-103 indicating all are most likely this variety. 

In our opinion, Breen-5019, the Tail Hub Variety 2 (smallest CC) does not exist. All dies seen from Tail 
Hub Variety 2’s have been marked with medium CC’s (1876-1878). We believe that the referenced 
examples in Breen-5019 were misattributed WB-103’s. 



WB-101. Tail hub variety 1, 
small mintmark 



WB-102. Tail hub variety 1, 
medium mintmark 



WB-103. Tail hub variety 2, 
medium mintmark, normal date 



WB-104. Tail hub variety 2, 
medium mintmark, recut 77 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1877-S 



MINTAGE: 5,356,000 PROOES: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .26 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .22 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .20 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (147,148,149) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.203 to 1.211 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.4 


WB-101. TAIL HUB VARIETY 1, MICRO MINTMARK. (6 TAIL DIES) 

Tail dies can be identified by mintmark placement. (Breen-5012 and 5013) 

WB-102. TAIL HUB VARIETY 1, VERY SMALL MINTMARK. (3 TAIL DIES) 

Tail dies can be identified by mintmark placement. One has a slightly doubled S. (Breen-5009 and 5011) 

WB-103. TAIL HUB VARIETY 1, VERY SMALL TRIPLED MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This variety has what appears to be a triple punched S. The image closest to the prominent S is reported 
to be shelf (bounce die) doubling but it has been seen on every example of this variety examined by the 
authors. (See [14] page 325.) (Breen-5010) 

WB-104. TAIL HUB VARIETY 2, VERY SMALL MINTMARK. (10 TAIL DIES) 

Some of these rnintmarks show signs of minor repunching. (Breen-5016) 


RARITY: 

All Grades 

G/VG 

EAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R3- 

WB-101 

R1 + 

R1 + 

R2 

R3 

R6 

WB-102 

R2- 

R2+ 

R3 

R4- 

R6 

WB-103 

R3 

R3 + 

R4 

R5 

R7+ 

WB-104 

R1 

R1 

R1 

R1 + 

R3 


A common date. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 243 (Ranked 122 of 122). 

About 65% of all 1877-S coins seen have been the Tail Hub Variety 2. 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

12 

17 

29 

31 

60 

125 

270 

675 

NN 

15 

24 

29 

37 

65 

120 

340 

1100 

Redbook 

12 

18 

30 

40 

60 


375 


Trends 

14 

20 

31 

38 

65 

180 

360 

790 

WB 

14 

22 

29 

43 

72 

144 

360 

760 
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1877-S 

(Continued) 


COMMENTS: Breen 5011 is an erroneous catalog listing. Breen-5014 and 5015 hub variety 2 micro S do not exist. We 
believe that they are misattributed micro S dies from a type 1 hub. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: No-drapery die state coins are very common for this date. 

Historically, auction cataloging errors have caused much confusion regarding Tail Hub Varieties 1 and 2 
for 1876-S and 1877-S. This can be attributed to a major mistake in [25] which the catalogers were using 
for a reference. Specifically, [25] correctly identifies 1876-P tail hub varieties 1 as follows: F267.1876 
‘Type 1 (rev. hub of 1876-77): lower berry on branch split” and F268.1876 ‘Type 2 (rev. hub of 1876- 
1891): lower berry on branch pointed “ where the terms “berry pointed” and “berry split” are synonymous 
with our “open bud” and “closed bud” descriptions. However, the next listing F269.1876-S “Small S 
(Type 1 rev.) and Micro S (Type 2 rev.) varieties” erroneously associates the key for hub identification 
with mintmark size rather than open/closed bud. F272.1877-S “Small and Micro S varieties was also 
erroneous by association with F269. Correcdy stated, dies from the old Tail Hub Variety 1 were marked 
from a Micro S punch and a Very Small S punch ([25] identifies this size mintmark as “Small” S), whereas 
dies from the new Tail Hub Variety 2 were marked from a Very Small S punch but not from a Micro S 
punch. The most common cataloging error was for an 1876-S or 1877-S coin with a Micro S mintmark to 
be called “Micro S, Type 2” because of F269 when actual Micro S, Type 2 coins do not exist (are 
unknown to us). 



WB-101. Tail hub variety 1, 
micro mintmark 



WB-102. Tail hub variety 1, 
very small mintmark 



WB-104. Tail hub variety 2, 
very small mintmark 




WB-103. Tail hub variety 1, 
very small tripled mintmark 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1878 




MINTAGE: 1,378,400 PROOFS: 800 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .6 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .5 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .6 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.3 (152, 153,156) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.200 to 1.206 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (5 HEAD DIES) 

All marriages for this date fall under this variety. All seen to date have the Tail Hub Variety 2. (Breen- 
5023) 

RARITY: All Grades G/VG EAT XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R1 R1+ R2- R2+ R5 

A common date overall, but better in specific grades. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 29 (Ranking tied for 71 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

16 

28 

38 

60 

85 

135 

325 

875 

NN 

16 

26 

32 

40 

66 

120 

340 

1100 

Redbook 

12 

18 

30 

40 

60 


375 


Trends 

15 

36 

49 

65 

100 

230 

400 

725 

WB 

16 

24 

32 

48 

80 

215 

566 

1296 


COMMENTS: Liberty Seated Half Dollars of this date have poorer than average strikes. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [15] page 313.) 

On one variety, the left side of the first 8 is 
punched very softly into the die and 
consequently is very weak. This single die pair is 
readily identified and understandably nicknamed 
“wimpy first 8”. 

1878-P coins fraudulently altered to 1878-S can 
readily be identified by the difference in the reed 
counts: Philadelphia coinage have higher reed 
counts (152, 153, and 156) whereas San 
Francisco coinage have a single lower reed count 
(147). See Chapter 1 for additional information. 



Wimpy first 8 
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1878-CC 



MINTAGE: 62,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .1 

N umber of Head Dies Identified: .1 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .1 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (143) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.199 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .1 


WB-101. MEDIUM MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

A single tail die from Tail Hub Variety 2 is known to be paired with a single head die. The second C is 
lower than the first C on every reverse we have seen. In later die states, there is a small crack off the tip of 
the middle olive leaf into the field towards the top of U in UNITED. The obverse is cracked between 
stars 2 through 4 and stars 8 through 13. Heavy die lumps are visible on both of Liberty’s calves. 


RARITY: 

(Breen-5025) 

All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 


WB-101 

R3 + 

R4 

R4+ 

R5+ 

R7 


The 1878-CC is a very scarce coin and actively sought by Liberty Seated half dollar collectors. Most 
likely, its scarcity is due to the implementation of the Bland-Allison Act of 1878 which required mints to 
purchase vast amounts of silver bullion and mint silver dollars. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 3 (Ranking tied for 14 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

150 

200 

320 

575 

1025 

1900 

2750 

6500 

NN 

250 

300 

400 

650 

1250 

1850 

3000 

4800 

Redbook 

150 

225 

350 

600 

950 


2400 


Trends 

205 

325 

475 

825 

1550 

2600 

5250 

17500 

WB 

384 

576 

768 

1152 

1920 

2571 

5800 

11600 


COMMENTS: Nearly all 1878-CC Liberty Seated Half Dollars seen have been well struck. Die abrasion is unknown for 
this date. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: A second reverse has been reported with both CC’s even but we have not confirmed 
its existence. 

It should be pointed out that when we study CC branch mint coins with respect to the relative position of 
the CC, we orient the rotation of the coin such that the top of the letter F in HALF is a horizontal 
baseline. When we say that the second C is lower than the first C, we are saying that the bottom of the 
second C is closer to the horizontal baseline than the bottom of the first C. 

At least one altered 1878-P specimen with an added mintmark has been seen; others could exist. Check 
the reed count of a suspected piece. A genuine 1878-CC collar has 143 reeds which can be used to verify 
a coin’s authenticity. 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1878-S 



MINTAGE: 12,000 PROOFS: None. 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .extensive 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .1 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .1 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .1 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (147) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range:.1.203 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. VERY SMALL MINTMARK. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This tail die was made from Tail Hub Variety 2 and is known to be paired to a single head die. 
Authentication of this rare variety can be readily verified by a die chip (a raised lump) high in the 
recessed area between the left edge of the reverse shield and the first set of vertical stripes. Because the 
lump is in a recessed area, it can be seen on coins of very low grade. (Breen-5024) 

RARITY: All Grades G/VG FAT XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R5 R6- R6+ R7 R7- 

This date is the key to a date/mint set of Liberty Seated half dollars and seldom comes on the market. 
Most likely, the rarity is due to the implementation of the Bland-Allison Act of 1878 which required 
mints to purchase vast amounts of silver bullion and mint silver dollars. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 3 (Ranking tied for 14 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

5000 

6000 

7000 

9000 

10000 

13500 

21750 

45000 

NN 

6500 

7500 

8500 

12500 

17500 

2000 

25000 


Redbook 

4000 

5000 

7000 

9000 

12000 


25000 


Trends 

5750 

7500 

10750 

14750 

21500 

27500 

38500 

72500 

WB 

1920 

2880 

3840 

5760 

9600 

11522 

25000 

50308 


COMMENTS: All 1878-S Liberty Seated Half Dollars seen have been well struck with no evidence of die clashing or die 
breaks. Nearly all mint state coins cataloged have been described as fully prooflike or partially prooflike. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [14] page 272 and [16] pages 389-390.) 

Based on a careful study of auction records plus discussions with dealers and collectors, we can project a 
total population of at least 48 pieces of which 16 fall into a grade range of AU58 - MS64, 16 are between 
F12 - AU55, and 16 are between FR2 and VG10. Since the 1878-S is the key coin to the date/mint set, it 
is on most collectors’ want list and many coins go directly into collections without formal advertisement. 
Therefore, the total population of the 1878-S is most likely at least 60 pieces with most of the additional 
pieces falling into the lower circulated range. 
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1879 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY: 


COMMENTS: 



5,900 PROOFS: 1,100 

Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .2 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.2 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.2 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (153) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.198 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. TAIL HUB VARIETY 1. (1 TAIL DIE) 

Proofs only. (Breen-5026) 

WB-102. TAIL HUB VARIETY 2. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This variety is the business strike and identified by a die line through LIB and die lines in the denticles 
above UNI and below HAL. (Breen-5027) 



All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R2- 

R4 

R3+ 

R3 

R3 

WB-101 

R4- 

R6- 

R5+ 

R5- 

R5 

WB-102 

R2- 

R4 

R4- 

R3+ 

R3+ 


One of the most abundant coins of the series in mint state. Low circulated grade coins are scarcer than 
higher grades. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 234 (Ranked 121 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VE 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

140 

170 

200 

235 

275 

335 

440 

775 

NN 

250 

275 

300 

375 

475 

700 

1600 

2550 

Redbook 

125 

150 

200 

250 

375 


950 


Trends 

185 

210 

265 

325 

360 

455 

550 

1075 

WB 

80 

120 

160 

240 

400 

490 

580 

1200 


Despite the low mintages, proof and business strikes of this date are available for a price. Either can be 
found as they were saved at or near the time of issue by collectors because of anticipated low mintages. 
The low mintages are no doubt due to the implementation of the Bland-Allison Act of 1878 which 
required mints to purchase vast amounts of silver bullion and produce large quantities of silver (Morgan) 
dollars. 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1880 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY: 


COMMENTS: 



9,755 PROOFS: 1355 

Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .3 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.3 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.3 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (152) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.197 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. TAIL HUB VARIETY 1. (1 TAIL DIE) Proofs only. (Breen-5028) 

WB-102. TAIL HUB VARIETY 2. (2 TAIL DIES) 

One tail die has a very large lump in the left wing; the other has a faint die line in the denticles above 
ST AT. The second variety has been seen with very weak reeds. (Breen-5029) 



All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R2- 

R4- 

R3+ 

R3- 

R4- 

WB-101 

R4- 

R5+ 

R5 

R4+ 

R 6 - 

WB-102 

R2- 

R4 

R3+ 

R3 

R4 

See 1879 Comments section. 





Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS 

= 85 (Ranked 102 of 122). 





G 

DECEMBER 
VG F 

1992 VALUES 
VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

130 

150 

180 

225 

250 

300 

450 

900 

NN 

200 

220 

275 

310 

400 

600 

1500 

2500 

Redbook 

110 

135 

180 

225 

325 


850 


Trends 

175 

190 

240 

315 

345 

450 

600 

1150 

WB 

72 

108 

144 

216 

360 

468 

576 

1208 


Low mintage but somewhat saved. Proofs are available. 
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1881 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY: 


COMMENTS: 



10,975 PROOFS: 975 

Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .2 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.2 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.2 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (156) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.200 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .2 


WB-101. TAIL HUB VARIETY 1. (1 TAIL DIE) Proofs only. (Breen-5030) 
WB-102. TAIL HUB VARIETY 2. (1 TAIL DIE) 

This tail die is identified by faint die lines in the denticles above ERICA. (Breen-5031) 



All Grades 

G/VG 

EAT 

XF/AU 

MS 

All varieties 

R2- 

R4- 

R3+ 

R3- 

R4 

WB-101 

R4- 

R5 + 

R5 

R4+ 

R6 

WB-102 

R2- 

R4 

R3+ 

R3 

R4 

See 1879 Comments section. 





Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS 

= 79 (Ranked 99 of 122). 






DECEMBER 1992 

VALUES 






G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

130 

150 

180 

225 

250 

300 

440 

900 

NN 

185 

210 

265 

300 

390 

575 

1400 

2250 

Redbook 

110 

135 

180 

225 

325 


850 


Trends 

175 

190 

230 

275 

335 

440 

600 

1175 

WB 

72 

108 

144 

216 

360 

472 

584 

1240 


Low mintage, but saved though not to the extent of the 1879. Proofs are available. 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1882 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY: 



5,500 


PROOFS: 1,100 


Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .2 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.2 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.2 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (156) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.201 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.2 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) (Breen-5032) 

WB-102. ERRANT 88 IN DENTICLES. (1 HEAD DIE) 
Proof only? (Breen-Unlisted) 



All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 

MS 

WB-101 

R2 

R4 

R4- 

R3 

R4+ 

WB-102 

R2 

R4 

R4 

R3 

R4+ 


See 1879 Comments section. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 52 (Ranked 89 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

150 

175 

220 

250 

275 

360 

455 

825 

NN 

250 

275 

300 

375 

475 

700 

1600 

2550 

Redbook 

125 

150 

200 

250 

375 


950 


Trends 

195 

215 

270 

350 

400 

490 

625 

1200 

WB 

88 

132 

176 

264 

440 

577 

714 

1488 



WB-102. Errant 88 in denticles 
(Photo courtesy of Gerald L. Kochel) 
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1883 



MINTAGE: 9,039 PROOFS: 1,039 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .1 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.1 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.1 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (152) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.200 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (A SINGLE PAIR OF DIES) (Breen-5033) 


RARITY: 


All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 

MS 


WB-101 

R2- 

R4 

R3+ 

R3 

R4 


See 1879 Comments section. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 81 (Ranked 101 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

140 

160 

185 

225 

250 

325 

445 

825 

NN 

200 

220 

275 

310 

400 

550 

1600 

2550 

Redbook 

110 

135 

180 

225 

325 


850 


Trends 

180 

195 

250 

345 

390 

465 

625 

1300 

WB 

72 

108 

144 

216 

360 

470 

580 

1208 


COMMENTS: Somewhat saved in mint state. Proofs are available. 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1884 


MINTAGE: 

VARIETIES: 


RARITY: 


COMMENTS: 



5,275 PROOFS: 875 

Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .2 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .2 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.2 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (152,153) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.200 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

Proofs only (without recut 4). (Breen-5034) 

WB-102. RECUT 4. (1 HEAD DIE) 

Business strike only. The 4 is slighdy recut north; there is recutting below the base of the 4. (Breen-5034) 



All Grades 

G/VG 


FAT 

XF/AU 


MS 

WB-101 

R2 


R4+ 


R4- 

R3+ 


R4- 

WB-102 

R2 


R4+ 


R4- 

R3+ 


R4- 

See 1879 Comments section. 







Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS 

= 91 (Ranked 105 of 122). 






DECEMBER 

1992 VALUES 





G 

VG 

E 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

165 

195 

230 

270 

300 

370 

500 

825 

NN 

280 

300 

370 

420 

525 

725 

1700 

2700 

Redbook 

125 

150 

200 

250 

375 


1000 


Trends 

210 

230 

290 

365 

410 

500 

650 

1325 

WB 

88 

132 

176 

264 

440 

544 

648 

1340 


Low mintage but somewhat saved. Proofs are available. 



WB-102. Recut 4 
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1885 



MINTAGE: 6,130 PROOFS: 930 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .2 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .2 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .2 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (152, 156) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.201 to 1.205 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (2 HEAD DIES) (Breen-5035) 


RARITY: All Grades G/VG FAT XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R2 R4 R4- R3 R4+ 

See 1879 Comments section. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 55 (Ranked 91 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

155 

185 

225 

260 

295 

365 

500 

925 

NN 

275 

300 

350 

410 

525 

750 

1700 

2700 

Redbook 

110 

135 

180 

225 

325 


100 


Trends 

200 

220 

280 

355 

395 

490 

665 

1400 

WB 

88 

132 

176 

264 

440 

574 

708 

1556 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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1886 



MINTAGE: 5,886 PROOFS: 886 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .1 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .1 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .1 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (153) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.199 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (A SINGLE PAIR OF DIES) 
(Breen-5036) 


RARITY: 


All Grades 

G/VG 

F/VF 

XF/AU 


WB-101 

R2 

R4 

R4- 

R3 


See 1879 Comments section. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 60 (Ranked 93 of 122). 


MS 

R4+ 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

180 

215 

260 

300 

340 

390 

500 

825 

NN 

285 

310 

350 

430 

525 

675 

1700 

2700 

Redbook 

110 

135 

180 

225 

325 


1000 


Trends 

255 

315 

380 

410 

450 

530 

700 

1300 

WB 

88 

132 

176 

264 

440 

568 

696 

1456 
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1887 



MINTAGE: 5,710 


PROOFS: 710 


....substantial 

. 2 

.2 

. 2 

.1(152) 

.1.200 inches 
. 1 

WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (2 HEAD DIES) 

(Breen-5037) 


VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: . 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .. 

Number of Head Dies Identified: . 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: . 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified: 
Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: ... 
Number of Major Varieties: . 


RARITY: 


All Grades 

G/VG 

FAT 

XF/AU 


WB-101 

R2 

R4 

R4- 

R3+ 


See 1879 Comments section. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 80 (Ranked 100 of 122). 


MS 

R4 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

225 

280 

340 

400 

440 

485 

700 

825 

NN 

325 

350 

400 

450 

575 

750 

1700 

2700 

Redbook 

110 

135 

180 

225 

325 


1000 


Trends 

350 

400 

490 

550 

650 

750 

950 

1850 

WB 

88 

132 

176 

264 

440 

551 

662 

1352 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [15] pages 314-315 and [16] page 391.) 


Randy Wiley &. Bill Bugert 
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1888 



MINTAGE: 12,833 PROOFS: 832 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .1 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.1 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.1 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (153) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.201 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (1 HEAD DIE) 

(Breen-5038) 

RARITY: All Grades G/VG FAT XF/AU 

WB-101 R2- R4 R3+ R3 

See 1879 Comments section. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 87 (Ranked 103 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

CDN 

135 

155 

180 

NN 

175 

200 

235 

Redbook 

100 

125 

150 

Trends 

175 

195 

245 

WB 

64 

96 

128 


VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

215 

240 

320 

450 

825 

290 

375 

550 

1100 

1750 

200 

300 


850 


310 

365 

445 

590 

1150 

192 

320 

427 

534 

1104 
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1889 



MINTAGE: 12,711 PROOFS: 711 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .2 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.2 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.2 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (152, 153) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.197 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (2 HEAD DIES) 
(Breen-5039) 


RARITY: All Grades G/VG FAT XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R2- R4 R3+ R3 R4- 

See 1879 Comments section. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 96 (Ranked 107 of 122). 



G 

DECEMBER 1992 
VG F 

VALUES 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

135 

155 

180 

225 

250 

325 

450 

825 

NN 

185 

200 

235 

290 

395 

550 

1100 

1750 

Redbook 

100 

125 

150 

200 

300 


850 


Trends 

175 

195 

245 

320 

370 

450 

605 

1075 

WB 

64 

96 

128 

192 

320 

422 

524 

1068 


Randy Wiley &. Bill Bugert 
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1890 



MINTAGE: 12,590 PROOFS: 590 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .2 

Number of Head Dies Identified:.2 

Number of Tail Dies Identified:.2 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.1 (153) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.198 inches 

Number of Major Varieties:.1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (2 HEAD DIES) 
(Breen-5040) 


RARITY: All Grades G/VG EAT XF/AU 

WB-101 R2- R4 R3+ R3 

See 1879 Comments section. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 77 (Ranked 97 of 122). 


DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

140 

160 

185 

235 

260 

350 

460 

825 

NN 

185 

200 

235 

290 

375 

550 

1100 

1750 

Redbook 

100 

125 

150 

200 

300 


850 


Trends 

180 

200 

255 

335 

385 

465 

610 

1250 

WB 

64 

96 

128 

192 

320 

433 

546 

1120 
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1891 



MINTAGE: 200,600 PROOFS: 600 

VARIETIES: Authors’ Research Effort: .substantial 

Number of Die Marriages Documented: .5 

Number of Head Dies Identified: .5 

Number of Tail Dies Identified: .4 

Number of Collar Reed Counts Identified:.2 (153, 156) 

Standard Diameter or Diameter Range: .1.201 to 1.204 inches 

Number of Major Varieties: .1 


WB-101. NORMAL DATE. (5 HEAD DIES) 

There are no particularly dramatic die characteristics for any of the head or tail dies. (Breen-5041) 


RARITY: All Grades G/VG F/VF XF/AU MS 

WB-101 R1+ R2- R2+ R3+ R4- 

A better date overall and quite scarce in higher grades. 

Total MS PCGS/NGC/ANACS = 108 (Ranked 110 of 122). 

DECEMBER 1992 VALUES 



G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU MS60 

MS63 

CDN 

30 

40 

70 

85 

105 

160 325 

825 

NN 

30 

35 

55 

80 

115 

335 1000 

1600 

Redbook 

20 

28 

40 

60 

100 

500 


Trends 

38 

53 

78 

98 

135 

290 375 

650 

WB 

29 

43 

58 

86 

144 

234 560 

1148 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (See [15] pages 316-317.) 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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GLOSSARY 


ANACS: A third-party grading and certification service located in Ohio. 

BRANCH MINT: A US Mint subordinate to the Philadelphia Mint geographically situated to support the populous’ 
coinage demands. Included for this series are the New Orleans, San Francisco, and Carson City Branch Mints. 

CC: Mintmark for one of the branch mints of the United States. ‘CC’ is the abbreviation and mintmark for the Carson 
City, Nevada Branch Mint which coined Liberty Seated half dollars from 1870-1878. 

CDN: Coin pricing information was obtained from the November 1992 issue of Coin Dealer Newsletter Quarterly. 

COLLAR: Often referred to as the third die, the collar is a solid block of metal which has a centered circular hole the 
approximate size of the desired coinage product. The collar hole (with fluted edges), slightly larger than a planchet, 
forces a uniform coin diameter and implants a reeded edge on a coin when struck between the head and tail dies. We 
believe collars were locally procured by all the branch mints for their own minting operations. 

CSA: Acronym for the Confederate States of America (See 1861-0). 

CUD: The raised portion of metal on a coin’s surface which resulted when the coin was struck from a cracked or broken 
die which has a corresponding portion if its surface missing. 

DENOMINATION: The words “HALF DOL.” found on the reverse of a Liberty Seated Half Dollar. 

DENTICLES: The aesthetic “teeth-like” line segments which form the outer border of the obverse and reverse designs. 

DEVICE: The main feature of a coin (i.e. Liberty resting on the rock (obverse) or the eagle (reverse)). 

DIE: A short solid steel rod with a slightly tapered end which is stamped with the negative image of a coin’s design (high 
points on the die are the low points on the coin). Two of these dies are used to implant designs onto a planchet. 

DRAPERY: The three folds of Liberty’s clothing between her elbow and her thigh. There is no drapery on some Liberty 
Seated half dollars by design (1839) and in later years (by excessive polishing of the dies). 

HEAD: Used in two contexts: 1) the actual head of Liberty or the Eagle or 2) the contemporary term used to describe the 
obverse of a coin or its associated die. 

HUB: A short solid steel rod with a slightly tapered end which is stamped with the same (positive) image as the design of 
the intended coin. 

LEGEND: The words “UNITED STATES OF AMERICA” found on the reverse of Liberty Seated half dollars in various 
sizes (small, medium, and large letters). 

Liberty: The figure of Miss Liberty. 

LIBERTY: The letters “LIBERTY” in the obverse scroll. 

LOGOTYPE: A punch composed of a single figure or a series (two, three or four) of beveled figures ganged together and 
used to punch a date into the working die. This punch was used to give spacing uniformity to the figures in the date. 

LSCC: The acronym for Liberty Seated Collectors Club, a friendly society with an excellent publication dedicated to fur¬ 
thering knowledge in the Liberty Seated coinage series. 

MARRIAGE: The linkage of two dies (head and tail) to produce a coin. Although technically three dies are used 
(including the collar), only the head and tail are normally considered in a marriage. 

MINTMARK: The letter/s (O, S, or CC) added to the tail working die by the Philadelphia Mint. The mintmark was used 
to differentiate the origin of issue of a coin. No mintmark ordinarily implies the Philadelphia Mint; known exceptions 
are the 1840 (O) no mintmark medium letters reverse half dollar and altered coins. 
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MOTTO: The motto, “IN GOD WE TRUST,” is raised on a scroll and found in the upper reverse field of half dollars 
minted from 1866-1891. Most likely it was impressed into the working hub along with the device and consequently, 
will have no placement variation from die to die. 

NGC: Acronym for Numismatic Guaranty Corporation of America, a commercial grading and certification service located 
in New Jersey. 

NN: Coin pricing information was obtained from the December 1, 1992 issue of Numismatic News. 

O: Mintmark for the New Orleans, Louisiana Branch Mint which coined Liberty Seated half dollars from 1840 to 1861. 

P: Designation (not a mintmark) for the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Mint which coined Liberty Seated half dollars from 
1839-1891. 

PCGS: Acronym for Professional Coin Grading Service, a commercial grading and certification service located in 
California. 

PLANCHET: A blank disc of metal upon which designs are impressed by head and tail dies and a collar to produce a coin. 

REDBOOK: Nickname for “A Guide Book of United States Coins,” by R.S. Yeoman, Western Publishing Company. 
Coin pricing information was obtained from the 1992 (45th) edition. 

REEDS: A regular pattern of vertical striations found on the edge of a coin. 

RIM: The outer (often raised) edge of a coin. 

S: The San Francisco, California Branch Mint which coined Liberty Seated half dollars from 1855 to 1878. 

SCROLL: Used in two contexts: (1) on the obverse of a coin: the ribbon across the shield containing the words “LIB¬ 
ERTY” and (2) on the reverse of a coin: the flowing ribbon in the field above the eagle containing the motto. 

TAIL: Used in two contexts: 1) the tail of the eagle and 2) the contemporary term used to describe the reverse of a coin 
or its associated die. 

TALONS: The sharp points of the eagle’s claws. 

TRENDS: Coin pricing information was obtained from the December 7, 1992 issue of Coin World, “Trends” section. 

VARIETY: In this reference, variety is the term used to describe a coin with a major identifiable characteristic which 
increases its collectibility. 

WORKING DIE: The actual obverse or reverse die, produced from a working hub, used to strike coinage specie. 

WB: The acronym for Wiley-Bugert, an attribution guide for varieties. 


Randy Wiley &. Bill Bugert 
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Appendix B 


RELEVANT STATISTICS 


TABLE B-1. Listing of Liberty Seated Half Dollars Ranked by Mintage (Millions). 


ROUNDED 

MINTAGE 

8.500 
8.000 

7.500 
7.000 

6.500 

DATE/MINTMARK 

76-P, 77-P 

58-0 


6.000 

75-P 


5.500 

77-S 


5.000 

54-0 


4.500 

76-S 


4.000 

58-P 


3.500 

43-P, 55-0, 53-P 


3.000 

48-0, 54-P, 75-S 


2.900 

61-P 


2.800 

59-0 


2.700 

56-0 


2.600 

47-0 


2.500 

50-0, 61-0 


2.400 

74-P 


2.300 

43-0, 49-0 


2.200 

71-S 


2.100 

45-0 


2.000 

1.900 

46-0 MD*. 57-P, 76-CC 


1.800 

1.700 

44-P, 44-0*, 73-P WA 


1.600 

1.500 

42-P LD* 


1.400 

40-P, 62-S, 77-CC, 78-P 


1.300 

46-P MD*, 49-P, 53-0, 60-0 


1.200 

39-P DR*, 67-S, 68-S, 71-P 


1.100 

47-P* 


1.000 

66-S WM.70-S, 75-CC 


.900 

56-P, 61-S, 63-S, 72-P 


.800 

39-P ND*, 40-0*, 57-0, 69-P 


.700 

42-0 LD*. 46-P TD‘, 59-P, 64-S, 65-S, 66-P, 69-S 


.600 

41-0*, 45-P, 48-P, 59-S, 70-P, 72-S, 73-P CL3 


.500 

55-P*, 58-S, 60-S, 63-P, 65-P, 67-P 


.400 

42-P SD*, 51-0, 64-P, 68-P, 74-S 


.300 

41-P, 46-0 TD*. 55/4-P*, 60-P, 62-P, 72-CC 


.200 

46/H6*, 50-P. 51-P, 56-S. 73-S, 73 OP3. 73-CC WA, 91-P 


.150 

44-0 DD*. 52-0, 55-S, 57-S, 71-CC 


.100 

40-0 ML*, 42-0 SD*, 52-P, 73-CC NA 


.050 

47/6-P*. 66-S NM, 70-CC, 74-CC, 78-CC 


.010 

78-S, 80-P, 81-P, 83-P, 88-P, 89-P, 90-P 


.005 

79-P, 82-P, 84-P, 85-P, 86-P, 87-P 


* = adjusted mintage. 
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This following table (B-2) listing is meant to provide the interested numismatist with an idea of how vigorous the 
authors have scrutinized the various dates in the half dollar series. A higher degree of effort for a particular date indicates a 
smaller chance of a major variety being unidentified by the authors. The key is provided below the table. 


TABLE B-2. Date/Mintmark Research Efforts by the Authors. 


DATE 

RESEARCH 

DATE 

RESEARCH 

DATE 

RESEARCH 

1839 

S 

1856-S 

E 

1871-CC 

S 

1840 

S 

1857 

M 

1871-S 

S 

1840-0 

E 

1857-0 

E 

1872 

S 

1841 

S 

1857-S 

E 

1872-CC 

S 

1841-0 

E 

1858 

S 

1872-S 

E 

1842 

S 

1858-0 

M 

1873 

S 

1842-0 

E 

1858-S 

E 

1873-CC 

E 

1843 

S 

1859 

S 

1873-S 

E 

1843-0 

E 

1859-0 

S 

1874 

M 

1844 

S 

1859-S 

E 

1874-CC 

S 

1844-0 

E 

1860 

S 

1874-S 

E 

1845 

E 

1860-0 

s 

1875 

C 

1845-0 

E 

1860-S 

E 

1875-CC 

E 

1846 

S 

1861 

M 

1875-S 

S 

1846-0 

E 

1861-0 

E 

1876 

M 

1847 

E 

1861-S 

E 

1876-CC 

E 

1847-0 

E 

1862 

S 

1876-S 

S 

1848 

E 

1862-S 

E 

1877 

C 

1848-0 

E 

1863 

S 

1877-CC 

E 

1849 

E 

1863-S 

E 

1877-S 

S 

1849-0 

E 

1864 

S 

1878 

S 

1850 

S 

1864-S 

E 

1878-CC 

s 

1850-0 

S 

1865 

S 

1878-S 

E 

1851 

s 

1865-S 

E 

1879 

s 

1851-0 

s 

1866 

S 

1880 

s 

1852 

s 

1866-S 

S 

1881 

s 

1852-0 

E 

1867 

s 

1882 

s 

1853 

c 

1867-S 

s 

1883 

s 

1853-0 

s 

1868 

s 

1884 

s 

1854 

M 

1868-S 

s 

1885 

s 

1854-0 

M 

1869 

s 

1886 

s 

1855 

S 

1869-S 

E 

1887 

s 

1855-0 

M 

1870 

s 

1888 

s 

1855-S 

E 

1870-CC 

E 

1889 

s 

1856 

S 

1870-S 

E 

1890 

s 

1856-0 

S 

1871 

S 

1891 

s 


KEY: C = Casual search for varieties with this date; 20-40% of dies identified. 
M = Moderate search; 40-60% of dies identified. 

S = Substantial search; 60-80% of dies identified. 

E = Extensive search; 80-100% of dies identified. 


Randy Wiley & Bill Bugert 
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TABLE B-3. Population Ranking of Liberty Seated Half Dollars as Certified by PCGS, NGC and ANACS as of April, 1992. 



NUMBER GRADED 


RANKING 

MS 

AU 

DATE 

1 

0 

0 

1847 Recut over 1846 

1 

0 

0 

1870-CC 

3 

0 

1 

1842-0 Small date 

3 

0 

1 

1846-0 Large date 

5 

1 

0 

1855-S Arrows 

5 

1 

0 

1873 No-Arrows, Open 3 

7 

1 

1 

1873-CC No-Arrows 

8 

1 

3 

1871-CC 

8 

1 

3 

1872-CC 

10 

2 

0 

1844-0 Doubled date 

10 

2 

0 

1866-S No-Motto 

12 

2 

1 

1856-S 

13 

2 

2 

1846 Recut over Horizontal 6 

14 

3 

0 

1855 Recut over 1854 

14 

3 

0 

1873-S 

14 

3 

0 

1878-CC 

14 

3 

0 

1878-S 

18 

3 

1 

1852-0 

18 

3 

1 

1857-S 

18 

3 

1 

1870-S 

21 

4 

2 

1842-0 Medium date 

22 

5 

3 

1840 (0) Medium letters, no mintmark 

23 

5 

4 

1866-S With-Motto 

24 

5 

5 

1873-CC With-Arrows 

25 

5 

6 

1867-S 

26 

6 

6 

1857-0 

27 

7 

5 

1865-S 

28 

8 

3 

1868-S 

29 

8 

4 

1849-0 

29 

8 

4 

1858-S 

31 

8 

5 

1845 

32 

8 

9 

1841 

33 

9 

2 

1874-CC With-Arrows 

34 

9 

3 

1864-S 

35 

9* 

5* 

1842 Small date 

36 

9 

6 

1847-0 

37 

9 

9 

1846-0 Medium date 

38 

10 

1 

1872-S 

39 

10 

7 

1860-S 

40 

11 

4 

1869-S 

41 

11 

8 

1850 

42 

12 

4 

1859-S 

43 

12 

7 

1840-0 

44 

12 

12 

1847 

45 

13 

5 

1844-0 

45 

13 

5 

1851 

47 

13 

8 

1870 

48 

13* 

11* 

1846 Large date 

49 

13 

12 

1871-S 

50 

13 

18 

1839 No-Drapery 

51 

14 

3 

1874-S With-Arrows 

52 

14 

12 

1848-0 

53 

16 

5 

1867 

54 

17 

3 

1868 


' - Estimated breakout calculated from number of die marriages found by the authors. 
(The average certified MS totals are: Median=21, Mean=41.) 
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TABLE B-3. continued 



NUMBER GRADED 



RANKING 

MS 

AU 

DATE 


55 

17 

13 

1845-0 


56 

18 

3 

1873 No-Arrows, Closed 3 


57 

19 

12 

1839 With-Drapery 


58 

20 

4 

1861-S 


59 

20 

6 

1843-0 


59 

20 

6 

1851-0 


61 

20 

11 

1869 


62 

21 

10 

1841-0 


63 

21 

17 

1848 


64 

22 

0 

1862-S 


65 

23 

13 

1853-0 With-Arrows and Rays 


66 

24* 

13* 

1842 Medium date 


67 

24* 

21* 

1846 Medium date 


68 

26 

3 

1872 


69 

26 

8 

1859 


70 

27 

12 

1863-S 


71 

29 

7 

1856 


71 

29 

7 

1878 


73 

29 

8 

1852 


74 

30 

9 

1844 


75 

32 

3 

1849 


76 

33 

5 

1866 With-Motto 


77 

33 

10 

1850-0 


78 

33 

12 

1871 


79 

34 

9 

1875-CC 


80 

36 

16 

1859-0 


81 

37 

4 

1865 


82 

38 

23 

1843 


83 

40 

5 

1862 


84 

43 

10 

1860 


85 

44 

11 

1855 With-Arrows 


86 

45 

1 

1863 


87 

46 

21 

1876-CC 


88 

48 

21 

1840 


89 

52 

1 

1882 


90 

52 

3 

1864 


91 

55 

1 

1885 


92 

57 

21 

1858-0 


93 

60 

3 

1886 


94 

65 

21 

1857 


95 

69 

43 

1854 With-Arrows 


96 

70 

22 

1856-0 


97 

77 

1 

1890 


98 

77 

20 

1873 With-Arrows 


99 

79 

4 

1881 


100 

80 

0 

1887 


101 

81 

5 

1883 


102 

85 

1 

1880 


103 

87 

6 

1888 


104 

89 

17 

1860-0 


105 

91 

2 

1884 


106 

91 

48 

1858 


107 

96 

5 

1889 


108 

100 

14 

1876-S 


' = Estimated breakout calculated from number of die marriages found by the authors. 


(The average certified MS totals are: Median=21, 

Mean=41.) 
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TABLE B-3. continued 



NUMBER GRADED 


RANKING 

MS 

AU 

DATE 

109 

101 

26 

1861-0 

110 

108 

14 

1891 

111 

108 

25 

1874 With-Arrows 

112 

120 

25 

1875 

113 

128 

22 

1877 

114 

129 

4 

1877-CC 

115 

134 

74 

1854-0 With-Arrows 

116 

140 

36 

1861 

117 

143 

44 

1855-0 With-Arrows 

118 

162 

36 

1876 

119 

181 

107 

1853 With-Arrows and Rays 

120 

184 

9 

1875-S 

121 

234 

18 

1879 

122 

243 

40 

1877-S 

TOTAL 

5008 

1273 



* = Estimated breakout calculated from number of die marriages found by the authors. 
(The average certified MS totals are: Median=21, Mean=41.) 


WORKING DIE SHIPMENTS TO THE BRANCH MINTS 


All working dies were totally prepared at the Philadelphia Mint except for final hardening which was done at the 
branch mint. It was common practice for a branch mint to request from the Director of the Mint in Philadelphia a number 
of dies late in the year for use in the next year. The Director would order the Engraver to prepare a number of head and tail 
dies which would then be shipped to the branch mint. The number of dies shipped from Philadelphia was often less than 
the request but pre-dated dies were shipped to the branch mint sometimes as early as a few months prior to the beginning of 
the intended year of use. This early shipment of dies facilitated mintage of correctly dated coins after the first day of the 
new year but also permitted possible use in the year before that intended. Other dies were requested and shipped through¬ 
out the year as required. 

When working dies became either worn out or outdated, they were canceled. The Superintendent of the New 
Orleans Branch Mint was given specific instructions regarding disposition of dies (We assume the other branch mints were 
given similar instructions). Early each calendar year, dated head dies of the previous year and worn out (heavily cracked or 
worn) tail dies were to be canceled at the branch mint in the presence of the Superintendent by cutting a cross or “X” across 
the face of each die. A detailed list of canceled dies was to be sent to the Director of the Mint when accomplished, thus 
accounting for the dies. 

Slightly used or unused tail dies could be “carried over” for use in the next year. The use of these transitional dies 
occurred very often. By law (or policy), head dies could not be used in years other than which they were dated. 

Table B~4 summarizes the number of known working dies shipped to the various branch mints for use in the year 
indicated. This information was derived from fragmentary records in [18]. Advanced collectors may, at some point, desire 
to expand on the varieties in their collections and to collect coins struck from each die pair. This table will provide a 
handy reference of the minimum number of dies available for use in a single year and is directly related to the number of die 
marriages available. Bear in mind, however, reverse dies could be and were used in more than a single year and head and 
tail dies could be paired in multiple combinations for many possible die marriages. This table does not include dies held 
over (not used) from previous years. 
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TABLE B-4. Working Dies shipped to the branch mints 


New Orleans San Francisco Carson City 


Date 

Head 

Tail 

Head 

Tail 

Head 

Tail 

1840 

7 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1841 

8 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1842 

8 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1843 

10 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1844 

12 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1845 

14 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1846 

10 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1847 

12 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1848 

14 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1849 

12 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1850 

16 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1851 

20 

20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1852 

12 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1853 

17 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1854 

28 

6 

2 

2 

- 

- 

1855 

30 

30 

5 

4 

- 

- 

1856 

18 

8 

12 

12 

- 

- 

1857 

8 

? 

12 

12 

- 

- 

1858 

31 

21 

12 

2 

- 

- 

1859 

10 

0 

12 

0 

- 

- 

1860 

6 

12 

4 

0 

- 

- 

1861 

6 

0 

8 

0 

- 

- 

1862 

- 

- 

6 

2 

- 

- 

1863 

- 

- 

12 

5 

- 

- 

1864 

- 

- 

11 

5 

- 

- 

1865 

- 

- 

12 

0? 

- 

- 

1866 

- 

- 

12 

12 (WM) 

- 

- 

1867 

- 

- 

? 

? 

- 

- 

1868 

- 

- 

8 

12 

_ 

_ 

1869 

- 

- 

8 

? 

2 

2 

1870 

- 

- 

6 

6 

6 

2 

1871 

- 

- 

8 

0 

4 

2 

1872 

- 

- 

10 

10 

6 

3 

1873 

- 

- 

10 

4 

10 

0 

1874 

- 

- 

0 

0 

4 

2 

1875 

- 

- 

6 

? 

12 

7 

1876 

- 

- 

? 

? 

30 

18 

1877 

- 

- 

? 

? 

24 

12 

1878 

- 

- 

? 

? 

? 

? 


WM = With-Motto 

The exact number of dies shipped to the branch mints is unknown; they could 
be higher or lower. These estimates are based on the number of dies requested 
by the branch mint's Superintendent and corresponding shipments from the 
Philadelphia Mint (which were not always acknowledged by the branch mints). 
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